SUNDAY, JANUARY 4™

Sunday Before Theophany
8:40a.m. Hours
9:00a.m. Div. Liturgy; Coffee Hr.

MONDAY, JANUARY 5™
7:00p.m. Matins; Blsg. of Water

TUESDAY, JANUARY 6™
Theophany of the Lord

One of the Twelve Great Feasts
8:40a.m. Hours

9:00a.m. Divine Liturgy

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 7™
St. John the Baptist
9:00a.m. Akathist

SATURDAY, JANUARY 10™

10:00a.m. Divine Liturgy @ St.
George’s in Ocean City
Blessing of the Atlantic

6:00p.m. Great Vespers

SUNDAY, JANUARY 11™

Sunday After Theophany
8:40a.m. Hours
9:00a.m. Div. Liturgy
Blessing of the Rectory
Open House

READER SCHEDULE

Sunday, Jan. 11*
George Kaloroumakis

the Savior Orthodox Church

10315 Carey Road; Berlin, MD 21811
302-537-6055 (church) / orthodoxdelmarva.org /
friohn@orthodoxdelmarva.org

Christ
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A Warm Welcome!

We warmly welcome all of our visitors! It's good to have you!
Sympathy is Expressed

to Ellen Kaloroumakis on the repose of her mother, Loraine Mills.
May her soul dwell among the righteous and may her memory be
eternal! May the Lord comfort Ellen, George, and the entire family!

Holy Theophany

This Great Feast of the Lord commemorates His bap-
tism in the Jordan River and the revelation of the Holy
Trinity. The Blessing of Water will be held on Monday
following Matins at 7:00pm. The Divine Liturgy will be
held on Tuesday at 9:00am. Please bring appropriate
vessels (glass or plastic jars without commercial labels)
to take the blessed water to your homes.

House Blessing
If you would like your home blessed, please sign-up in the back.

Blessing of the Atlantic Ocean - Saturday, Jan. 11t

On Saturday, January 11", we will join St. George's Greek Orthodox
Church for their annual Blessing of Waters, served at the Atlantic
Ocean. Divine Liturgy at 10am. Blessing of the Atlantic at 12pm.

The March for Life in Washington - Thursday, Jan. 22

This annual event mourns the legalization of abortion in 1973 and
affirms the sanctity of human life at all stages of development. All
Orthodox Christians are encouraged to attend. If you are interested
in going and need more information, please see Fr. John.

Stewardship Envelopes for 2015
Please be sure to pick-up your set of envelopes for 2015 at the
usher’s stand. There are envelopes available for everyone.

Annual Meeting of the Parish - January 25%

will be on Sunday, January 25", following the coffee
hour. Everyone is asked to set aside this day, making a
special effort to be in attendance. While all are wel-
come and encouraged to attend, voting privileges are reserved for
those who are official members of the parish. A Parish Council
meeting will be held on January 13" in preparation.

Sunday, Jan. 18t ) .
Yr : 2015 Parish Directory - Last Call!
Alexis Oleynik ) ) .
Please be sure to check your info in the draft copy in the back.
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THE THEOPHANY OF OUR LORD, GOD, AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST
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Celebrated on the 6" Day of the Month January, by Fr. Stephen Janos

Theophany is the Feast which reveals the Most Holy
Trinity to the world through the Baptism of the Lord
(Mt.3:13-17; Mark 1:9-11; Luke 3:21-22). God the Fa-
ther spoke from Heaven about the Son, the Son was
baptized by the St John the Forerunner, and the
Holy Spirit descended upon the Son in the form of
adove. From ancient times this Feast was called the
Day of lllumination and the Feast of Lights, since
God is Light and has appeared to il-

The monks Joseph the Studite, Theophanes and
Byzantios composed much liturgical music for this
Feast, which is sung at Orthodox services even to-
day. St John of Damascus said that the Lord was
baptized, not because He Himself had need for
cleansing, but "to bury human sin by water," to ful-
fill the Law, to reveal the mystery of the Holy Trinity,
and finally, to sanctify "the nature of water" and to

, offer us the form and example of

lumine "those who sat in darkness,"
and "in the region of the shadow of
death" (Mt.4:16), and to save the
fallen race of mankind by grace.

In the ancient Church it was the cus-
tom to baptize catechumens at the
Vespers of Theophany, so that Bap-
tism also is revealed as the spiritual
illumination of mankind.

The origin of the Feast of The-
ophany goes back to Apostolic ST
times, and it is mentioned in The Apostolic Constl-
tutions (Book V:13). From the second century we
have the testimony of St Clement of Alexandria
concerning the celebration of the Baptism of the
Lord, and the night vigil before this Feast.

There is a third century dialogue about the services
for Theophany between the holy martyr Hippolytus
and St Gregory the Wonderworker. In the following
centuries, from the fourth to ninth century, all the
great Fathers of the Church: Gregory the Theolo-
gian, John Chrysostom, Ambrose of Milan, John of
Damascus, commented on the Feast of Theophany.

Baptism.

On the Feast of the Baptism of
Christ, the Holy Church proclaims
our faith in the most sublime mys-
tery, incomprehensible to human
intellect, of one God in three Per-
sons. It teaches us to confess and
glorify the Holy Trinity, one in Es-
sence and Indivisible.

The Church shows the necessity of
Baptism for believers in Christ, and

it inspires us with a sense of deep gratitude for the

illumination and purification of our sinful nature.
The Church teaches that our salvation and cleans-
ing from sin is possible only by the power of the
grace of the Holy Spirit, therefore it is necessary to
preserve worthily these gifts of the grace of holy
Baptism, keeping clean this priceless garb, for "As
many as have been baptized into Christ, have put
on Christ" (Gal 3:27).

On the day of Theophany, all foods are permitted,
even if the Feast falls on a Wednesday or Friday.

Troparion - Tone 1

When Thou, O Lord, was baptized in the Jordan
the worship of the Trinity was made manifest, for
the voice of the Father bore witness to Thee and
called Thee His beloved Son. And the Spirit, in the
form of a dove, confirmed the truthfulness of His
word. O Christ, our God, Who hast revealed Thy-
self and hast enlightened the world, glory to Thee!

Kontakion - Tone 4

Today Thou hast shown forth to the universe,
and Thy light O Lord has shone on us, who with
understanding praise Thee. Thou hast come and
revealed Thyself 0] L|ght unapproachable

v
SRR

R eW AT, PV At ALt 09 e e



THE FEAST OF THE THEOPHANY OF OUR L

™
™

™

™




