HOLY PASCHA, APRIL 12™
Christ is risen! Indeed He is risen!
12:00a.m. Matins

Divine Liturgy

Blsg. of Baskets & Meal
12:00p.m. Paschal Vespers
BRIGHT MONDAY, APRIL 13™
8:50a.m. Paschal Hours
9:00a.m. Divine Liturgy
7:00p.m. Great Vespers
BRIGHT FRIDAY, APRIL17™
7:00p.m. Great Vespers

BRIGHT SATURDAY, APRIL 18™

5:50p.m. Paschal Hours

6:00p.m. Great Vespers

THOMAS SUNDAY, APRIL 19™

8:40a.m. Hours

9:00a.m. Divine Liturgy
Coffee Hour

the Savior Orthodox Church

10315 Carey Road; Berlin, MD 21811
302-537-6055 (church) / orthodoxdelmarva.org /
friohn@orthodoxdelmarva.org
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A Warm Welcome!
We warmly welcome all of our visitors! It's good to have you!

You’'re Invited! Q

to continue celebrating Pascha with us follow- ___ ¥

ing the Midnight Service, when we share in a /J/}"/@}%

festal meal together. All are invited! The meal

will begin immediately after the blessing of the Paschal Baskets.

Looking for a Church?

Christ the Savior has been serving Delmarva for 15
185 years. Our community is filled with people from all

different backgrounds who have found their spir-

itual home in the Orthodox Church. You are invited to become part
of our church family! Questions? Please see Fr. John.

Bright Week

is the week immediately following Pascha. During this week, we do
not fast, even on Wednesday or Friday, as we celebrate the pres-
ence of the Risen Lord among us. During this week, our “normal”
morning and evening prayers may be replaced by singing or read-
ing the Paschal Hours. Page four of this bulletin has the Paschal
Hours for those interested in keeping this custom.

Egg Hunt

Sunday, April 19, (rain date: April 26™). Each fam-
ily is requested two bring baskets for their chil-
dren and two dozen filled plastic eggs. Questions?
Please see Mat. Emily.

The Paschal Greeting
During the forty days of Pascha, Orthodox Christians greet one an-
other with the words, “Christ is risen!” They likewise respond with
the words, “Indeed He is risen!” And to show that the Good News of
the Resurrection is for all of mankind, we often exclaim the Paschal
Greeting in many different languages.

Many Thanks to All!
Through Great Lent and Holy Week there were many

Egg Hunt things which needed to be done (cleaning, singing,
serving, decorating, cooking, etc). Your labors, time,
_ and offerings did not go unnoticed but instead are
AREADER SCHEDULE greatly appreciated! May the Risen Lord bless you!
Sunday, Apr. 19" S@p=< Photos From Holy Week and Pascha
Alexis Oleynik Are available on our website: orthodoxdelmarva.org
Sunday, Apr. 27% Many thanks to the photographers! Check them out!
Megan Borodulia
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THE ARCHPASTORAL MESSAGE OF HiS BEATITUDE, METROPOLITAN TIKHON
ON THE GREAT AND HOLY PASCHA 2015

To the Very Reverend and Reverend Clergy, Monas-
tics, and Faithful of the Orthodox Church in Amer-
ica:

It is the day of Resurrection! Let us be illumined, O ye
people! Pascha! The Pascha of the Lord from death to
life and from earth to heaven has Christ our God has
led us, as we sing a song of victory. (Paschal Canon,
Odel)

Today, on this radiant Feast of feasts, let us all re-
joice as newly illumined souls, basking in the
brightness and joy that is the Resurrection of our
Lord! Christ’s triumph over corruption and death is
a victory for all people; there is none vanquished
but death and wickedness, for it is a victory
that has made salvation possible to all. We
offer our expressions of joy and exhila-
ration today; joining the countless Or-
thodox Christian faithful who, for
more than two millennia throughout
the world, have bore witness to the
Pascha of Our Lord.

Today’s world is yearning for satis-
faction, and hungry for love, truth
and righteousness. We have a pre-
cious responsibility to proclaim
Christ Jesus - the Risen One - of
Whom Christians of the second
century said,

This is the Alpha and Omega! This
is the beginning and the end, the in-
effable beginning and the incompre-
hensible end. This is the Christ! This is
the king! This is Jesus! This is the com-
mander! This is the Lord! This is He Who rose from the
dead! This is He Who sits at the right hand of the Fa-
ther! He bears the Father and is borne by Him! To him
be the glory and the might forever. Amen! [On Pascha,
Saint Melito of Sardis].

Christ’s victory over death and corruption is also our
victory, for the divine Pascha of the Lord has
brought us who are mortal and earthly “from death
to life and from earth to heaven.” It is likewise He,
the risen Lord, Who gave us the struggles of the
Great Fast, that image of the “narrow path” of life,
because indeed, our journey does not end with our
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Lord’s Pascha. Rather, today we are beginning that
journey anew which ultimately leads to our own
death, and resurrection at the glorious and awe-
some Second Coming of Christ. Today's celebration
prepares us for that journey to the eternal Kingdom.

The Resurrection opens for us a path of joyful re-
pentance, so that like the disciples on the road to
Emmaus, our heart may burn within us as our Lord
opens to us the Holy Scripture, so that truly there is
no longer anything standing in our way of knowing
Him as “the Resurrection and the Life.”

As we continue on our path to salvation, we are
given the Resurrection as a motivation and strength

to accomplish every good thing

necessary to expand His earthly
Kingdom, the Church. Each of us is
worthy of our calling to strengthen
our personal faith in the risen Lord -
and, like the disciples after the Resur-
rection, to share it in love and joy with
all who would accept it.

There are still those, either by choice
or circumstance who continue to
sit in darkness - hungry, naked,
7’ alone, imprisoned, and in desper-
P i ate need of Christ's love and
compassion. As St. Tikhon of
Moscow wrote to his new flock in
America, “It is our obligation to
share our spiritual treasures, our
" 4% truth, our light and our joy with
= those who do not have these
~—-  gifts. And this duty lies not only
on pastors and missionaries, but also on lay people,
for the Church of Christ, in the wise comparison of
St. Paul is a body, and in the life of the body every
member must take part.”

It is my prayer today on this Feast of feasts, that this
Holy Day of holy days, this Triumph of triumphs will
strengthen all of us to embrace, continue and ex-
pand the mission of our Lord. And that He will give
us the courage and fortitude necessary to engage
the world with Christ's message of love and salva-
tion, and proclaim to all: Christ is Risen!

With my archpastoral blessings and love in the Risen Lord,

+TIKHON
Archbishop of Washington
Metropolitan of All America and Canada



HoLY PASCHA — THE MIDNIGHT SERVICE

Shortly before Midnight, the Resurrectional Nocturns is sung and all
of the lights in the church are extinguished. The faithful wait in si-
lence for the moment when the Priest will come out of the Altar with
a lit candle, symbolizing the Light of the Risen Christ and the begin-
ning of the Holy Pascha of the Lord - the Feast of Feasts.

At the stroke of Midnight, the clergy come out of the Holy Altar, all
of the candles are lit, and a joyous, festive procession circles the
church three times with the singing of the hymn: “Thy Resurrection,
O Christ our Savior, the angels in heaven sing. Enable us on earth to
glorify Thee in purity of heart.” Then stopping before the closed
outer doors of the church, the Priest reads the Gospel and exclaims the Paschal verses, “Let God arise...”,
while the Faithful sing the triumphant Paschal hymn, “Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death
by death, and upon those in the tombs bestowing life.”

The Clergy and Faithful now re-enter the church and the singing of the Pas-
chal Canon, “This is the Day of Resurrection...”, with numerous repetitions of
the Paschal hymn, “Christ is risen...”, begins. At many points during the Ser-
vice the Clergy exclaim, “Christ is risen!” and the Faithful respond, “Indeed,
He is risen!” The church is filled with the Faithful holding lit candles and the
Clergy in bright vestments. At the conclusion of the Matins, the catechetical
address of St. John Chrysostom is read, summoning all, even those who
have come only at the eleventh hour, to the great Paschal Banquet. Matins
is then followed by the Paschal Liturgy.

BRIGHT WEEK

Bright Week is the first week following the Resurrection of Our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ, which is celebrated each year at Pascha. It ends the following Sunday, the
Sunday of St. Thomas. For Orthodox Christians Bright Week begins a period of cel-
ebration that continues for fifty days until Pentecost.

This celebration includes the practice of the faithful joyously greeting each other

with the salutation of Christ is risen, followed by the response indeed He is risen or

truly He is risen, as the whole of creation is renewed by Our Lord and Savior. The

services of Bright Week are done with the Royal Doors fully open. This unblocked view of the altar symbol-
izes the open door of Christ's empty tomb as well as the rent veil of the Jewish Temple, which was torn
apart at the moment Christ died.
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