SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18™
Sunday Before Nativity
8:40a.m. Hours
9:00a.m. Divine Liturgy
Coffee Hour
Church School Meeting

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 2157
7:00p.m. Vespers

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24™
Eve of Nativity

9:00a.m. Vesperal Liturgy
6:00p.m. Matins w/ Litiya

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25™
Nativity of Our Lord

One of the Twelve Great Feasts
8:40a.m. Hours

9:00a.m. Div. Liturgy
7:00p.m. Great Vespers

MONDAY, DECEMBER 26™
Synaxis of the Theotokos
9:00a.m. Akathist

the Savior Orthodox Church

10315 Carey Road; Berlin, MD 21811
302-537-6055 (church) / orthodoxdelmarva.org /
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BULLETIN OF DECEMBER 18,2016
A Warm Welcome!
We welcome all of our visitors! It's good to have you with us!

Clean-Up Today - December 18th
Please consider staying after coffee hour to help clean the chapel,
hall, and other facilities for Christmas. Many thanks for your help!

Christ

Church School to Resume!

This January, Church School classes will begin again

as Nissa Nancy has offered to teach the class. There
4 , will be a short meeting with all the parents today. A

big “thank you” to Nissa Nancy! May the Lord bless!

Bible Study to Resume!
This January, we will restart our Bible Study on Saturday
evenings from 5:00-5:45pm, before the Great Vespers at
6:00pm. Everyone is invited to attend, including non-Or-
thodox visitors. We will start with the Gospel of St. Mark.
Helping a Needy Family

This month you are invited to donate to help buy
Christmas presents for the family we will adopt this
year. If you would like to donate, please do so by us-
ing the earmark “Christmas Family”.

Schedule of services for Christmas

{1 Saturday, Dec. 24" - Eve of Nativity
0 9:00am: Vesperal Divine Liturgy
0 6:00pm: Matins with Litiya

7 Sunday, Dec. 25" - Nativity of the Lord
0 8:40am:Hours
0 9:00am: Divine Liturgy
0 7:00pm: Great Vespers

1 Monday, Dec. 26" - Synaxis of the Virgin
0 9:00am: Akathist

Christ is born! Glorify Him!
During the celebration of Christmas, it is the custom of Orthodox

Christians to greet one another with the joyous exclamation, “Christ
READER SCHEDULE is born!”, to which the one greeted responds, “Glorify Him!”
Sunday, Dec. 25" Fast Free Period
Gabriela Jones During the twelve days of Christmas, Dec. 25", through Theophany,
Sunday, Jan. 1% Jan. 6™, we do not fast, even on Wednesday and Fridays. A one-day
Nicholas Borodulia fast is observed on January 5", the Eve of Theophany.
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SAINT JOHN OF SAN FRANCISCO ON MATTHEW 1:25

And [Joseph] knew her not till she had brought forth her firstborn son: and he
called His name JESUS.

The word "until” does not signify that Mary remained a virgin only until a certain
time. In the Bible, the word "until" and words similar to it often signify eternity. It is
said of Christ: "In His days shall shine forth righteousness and an abundance of
peace, until the moon be taken away" (Psalm 71:7), but this does not mean that when there shall no
longer be a moon at the end of the world, God's righteousness shall no longer be; precisely then, rather,
will it triumph. And what does it mean when it says: "For He must reign, until He hath put all enemies
under His feet?" (1 Cor. 15:25). Is the Lord to reign only for a time until His enemies shall be put under
His feet?! The Savior in the Gospel says to the Apostles (Matt: 28:20): "Lo, | am with you always, even
until the end of the world." Are we to believe that the Lord will no longer be with the disciples in the
age to come? While there are plenty more such examples of the use of the word “until”, the above are
sufficient to prove that Matt 1:25 does not argue against the life-long virginity of the Mother of God.

BLESSED THEOPHYLACT ON THE VIRGIN BIRTH

According to the Law, “Every male child that opens the womb shall be called
holy to the Lord.” Only with Christ did this literally occur. He Himself opened the
womb of the Virgin at birth, while all other wombs which have born a child have
first been opened by a man.

CHRISTMAS TREE TRADITIONS
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Traditionally, Christmas trees were not brought in and decorated until Christ-
mas Eve (24 December), and then removed the day after twelfth night (i.e., 6
January); to have a tree up before or after these dates was even considered
bad luck. Modern commercialization of Christmas has resulted in trees being
put up much earlier; in shops often as early as late October (in the UK,
Selfridge's Christmas department is up by early September, complete with
Christmas trees). A common tradition in U.S. homes is to put the tree up right
after Thanksgiving (the fourth Thursday in November) and to take it down
right after the New Year. Some households in the
U.S. do not put up the tree until the second week
of December, and leave it up until the 6th of Janu-
ary (Epiphany). In Germany, traditionally the tree is put up 24th of December
and taken down 7th of January, though many start one or two weeks earlier.
In Australia, the Christmas tree is usually put up on the 1st of December,
which occurs about a week before the school summer holidays; except for
South Australia, where most people put up their tree after the Adelaide
Credit Union Christmas Pageant, which is in early November. Some traditions
suggest that Christmas trees may be kept up until no later than the 2nd of
February, the feast of the Presentation of Jesus in the Temple (Candlemas),
when the Christmas season effectively closes. Superstitions warn of negative
consequences if Christmas greenery is not removed by Candlemas Eve.




ASK FATHER: 6 QUESTIONS / 6 ANSWERS
Q. Why is the Nativity of Christ celebrated on December 25%?

A. There are two main explanations as to why the Church
chose to celebrate the Nativity of Christ on December 25,

The first says that the day was chosen to oppose the great
pagan feast of the sun god, which was celebrated near De-
cember 22 at the Winter Solstice, the time of year when the
days started to get longer again (at least in the northern hem-
isphere). It is believed that the Church chose December 25,
because it ensured that Christians would be fasting during
the pagan celebration and would therefore not easily be
tempted to participate. And also because it would help the
pagan peoples to leave off worshiping the false sun god and
instead celebrate the coming of the True God, “the Sun of
Righteousness”.

The second explanation says that the day was chosen in rela-

tion to the feast of the Annunciation, which was celebrated

on March 25" commemorating the supernatural conception

of the Lord in the womb of the Virgin Mary. The Annuncia-

tion was celebrated on this day because of the belief in the

ancient world that great men died on the same day as they

were conceived. Since the Lord was believed to have been crucified on March 25%™, it also came to be
believed that He was likewise conceived on this day. And since it followed that the Lord’s birth would
be nine months after His conception, the feast of His Nativity was set on December 25%,

Q. How old was Saint Joseph the Betrothed when he became the guardian of the Mother of God?

A. According to early Church Tradition, Saint Joseph was eighty years old when betrothed to the Virgin
Mary. The Chaste Joseph, as he is sometimes called, was a widower who had four sons and two daugh-
ters from his previous marriage; in the Scriptures, these children are called the brothers and sisters of
Jesus, though there is no blood relation since Joseph was not the father of Jesus. Besides his irreproach-
able, trustworthy, and honorable life, the elder Joseph’s great age made him a suitable guardian for the
young virgin girl who had vowed to live in perpetual virginity. When
the Virgin Mary was found to be with child the elderly Joseph feared
to take her as his wife, not because people would think that he fa-
thered the child because he was too old for this, but because people
would think that she had fallen into sin with another man; this is why
Saint Joseph thought to put her away privately (Matt. 1:19).

Saint Joseph reposed at the age of about 100. The last reference to
him in Holy Scripture is in Chapter 2 of St. Luke’s Gospel, when he, to-
gether with the Virgin Mary, brought the 12-year-old Christ to the
Temple in Jerusalem. By the time of the Lord’s crucifixion the elderly
Joseph had already reposed; since Jewish law did not require the Vir-
gin Mary to be entrusted to the brothers of Christ because they were
only half-brothers, the Lord entrusted the care of His Mother to his be-
loved disciple Saint John the Evangelist.




