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Priest: Blessed is our God, always, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. 
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Reader: 

 

 

 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and 
unto ages of ages. Amen.  

O most Holy Trinity, have mercy on us. O Lord, cleanse us from our sins. O 
Master, pardon our transgressions. O Holy One, visit and heal our infirmities, 
for Thy name's sake.  

Lord, have mercy. (3x)  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and 
unto ages of ages. Amen.  

Our Father, Who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy Kingdom come; 
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one. 

Priest: For Thine is the kingdom… 

Reader: Amen.  Lord, have mercy.  (12x) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and 
unto ages of ages.  Amen. 

Come, let us worship God, our King!  Come, let us worship and fall down 
before Christ, our King and our God!  Come, let us worship and fall down 
before Christ Himself, our King and our God! 

PSALM 90 

He that dwells in the help of the Most High shall abide in the shelter of the God 
of heaven. He shall say unto the Lord: Thou art my Protector and my Refuge. 
He is my God, and I will hope in Him. For He shall deliver you from the snare 
of the hunters and from every troubling word. With His shoulders will He 
overshadow you, and under His wings shall you trust, with a shield will His 
truth encompass you. 

You shall not be afraid of the terror of the night, nor for the arrow that flies by 
day, nor for that which walks about in darkness, nor for the mishap and demon 
of noonday. A thousand shall fall at your side, and ten thousand at your right 
hand, but unto you shall it not come nigh. Only with your eyes shall you 
observe and you shall see the reward of sinners.  



For Thou, O Lord, art my hope. Thou hast made the Most High your refuge; no 
evils shall come near you, and no scourge shall draw near to your dwelling. For 
He shall give His angels charge over you, to keep you in all your ways. On their 
hands shall they bear you up, lest at any time you dash your foot against a 
stone. Upon the asp and basilisk shall you tread, and you shall trample upon the 
lion and dragon. For he has hoped in Me, and I will deliver him; I will shelter 
him because he has known My name. He shall cry unto Me, and I will hear him. 
I am with him in affliction, and I will rescue him and glorify him. With length of 
days will I satisfy him, and I will show him my salvation.  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and 
unto ages of ages.  Amen.   

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Glory to Thee, 0 God!  (3x) 

 
THE GREAT LITANY 

 

 
 

PSALM 118 

Priest: Blessed art Thou, O Lord, teach me Thy statutes! 
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Priest: Blessed are the undefiled in the way, who walk in the Law of the Lord.  Alleluia! 

Blessed are they that search out His testimonies; with their whole heart shall they seek 
after Him. Alleluia! 

For they that work no iniquity have walked in His way. Alleluia! 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  Alleluia! 

Now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen.  Alleluia! 

 

LITTLE LITANY
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Priest: Thy hands have made me and fashioned me; give me understanding and I will learn 
Thy commandments.  Have mercy upon Thy servant! 

They that fear Thee shall see me and be glad, for on Thy words have I set my hope.  
Have mercy upon Thy servant! 

I have know, O Lord, that Thy judgments and righteousness, and with truth Thou 
hast humbled me.  Have mercy upon Thy servant! 

Glory…  Have mercy upon Thy servant! 

Now and ever…  Have mercy upon Thy servant! 
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LITTLE LITANY 



 
 

Priest: Look upon me and have mercy on me, according to the judgment of them that love Thy 
Name.  Alleluia! 

Order my steps according to Thy word, and let no iniquity have dominion over me.  
Alleluia! 

Deliver me from the false accusation of men, and I will keep Thy commandments.  
Alleluia! 
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PSALM 50  
 

Reader: Have mercy on me, O God, according to Thy great goodness; according to the 
multitude of Thy tender compassions, blot out my transgressions.  

Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin! For I 
know my transgressions and my sin is ever before me. 

Against Thee, Thee only, have I sinned, and done that which is evil in Thy 
sight, so that Thou art justified in Thy sentence and blameless in Thy 
judgment.  

Behold! I was brought forth in iniquity and in sin did my mother conceive me. 
Behold! Thou desirest truth in the inward being; therefore teach me wisdom in 
my secret heart.  

Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall become 
whiter than snow. Fill me with joy and gladness; let the bones which Thou 
hast broken rejoice.  

Hide Thy face from my sins and blot out all of my iniquities.  

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from Thy presence and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.   

Restore to me the joy of Thy salvation and uphold me with a willing Spirit. 
Then I will teach transgressors Thy ways and sinners will return to Thee.  

Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, Thou God of my salvation, and my 
tongue will sing aloud of Thy deliverance.  

O Lord, open Thou my lips, and my mouth shall show forth Thy praise. For 
Thou hast no delight in sacrifice; were I to give a burnt offering, Thou wouldst 
not be pleased.  

The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, 
O God, Thou wilt not despise.  

Do good, O Lord, to Zion in Thy good pleasure; rebuild the walls of 
Jerusalem. Then wilt Thou delight in right sacrifices, in burnt offerings and 
whole burnt offerings; then bulls will be offered on Thy altar. 
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Priest: In the heavenly chambers the noble Martyrs ever entreat Thee, O Christ: “Thy faithful 

servant whom Thou hast translated from earth do Thou count worthy to receive 
eternal good things.” 

Choir: 

Priest: Having adorned all things, Thou didst fashion me a living being, consisting of 
humanity, placed between lowliness and majesty. Therefore, give rest unto the soul of 
Thy servant, O Savior. 

Choir: 

 

Priest: In the beginning Thou didst establish me as an inhabitant and husbandman of 
Paradise. But, having transgressed Thy commandment, Thou didst cast me out. 
Therefore, give rest unto the soul of Thy servant, O Savior. 

Choir: 

Priest: He Who, at first, from a rib didst fashion Eve, our first mother, from your most-pure 
womb, O pure one, didst clothe Himself in flesh, by which the power of death was 
destroyed. 
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Priest: Thy Martyrs, having suffered according to the law, O Giver of Life, and having been 

adorned by Thee with crowns of victory, fervently ask eternal redemption for the 
faithful one who has departed this life. 

Choir: 

Priest: At first having instructed me, the prodigal, with many signs and wonders, finally, as 
Thou art compassionate, Thou Thyself didst empty Thyself. And having found me 
whom Thou didst seek, Thou also hast saved me. 

Choir: 

 

Priest: Do Thou, O Good One, count him (her) that has departed unto Thee from the 
transitory streams of corruption, worthy to abide, with joy, in the eternal habitations, 
being justified by faith and Grace. 

Choir: 

Priest: There is none that is undefiled but you, O most-pure Mother of God, for you alone 
have conceived in your womb the True God Who is from everlasting, and Who has 
broken the power of death. 
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Reader: Truly all things are but vanity, and life is just a shadow and a dream, for 

vainly everyone born on earth troubles himself, as Scripture says.  When we 
have acquired the world, then do we take up our abode in the grave, where 
kings and beggars lie together.  Therefore, O Christ God, give rest unto Thy 
servant, as Thou art the Lover of Mankind. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

O all-holy Theotokos, forsake me not in my lifetime and entrust me not to 
human protection. But defend me and have mercy on me. 
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Priest: O Good One Who wast nailed to the Cross, Thou hast gathered unto Thyself the ranks 

of Martyrs who imitated Thy sufferings. Therefore, we entreat Thee: Give rest unto 
him (her) that now has been taken unto Thee. 

Choir: 

Priest: In the dread day when Thou shalt come in Thine ineffable glory upon the clouds to 
judge the whole world, be Thou well-pleased, O Redeemer, that Thy faithful servant 
whom Thou hast received from the earth may meet Thee with brightness. 

Choir: 

 

Priest: As Thou art the Fountain of Life, O Master, Who bringest out to freedom Thy 
servants who were bound, having struggled in a godly manner, do Thou settle in the 
delights of Paradise Thy servant who has departed unto Thee in faith. 

Choir: 

Priest: Having transgressed the divine commandment of God, we were returned to the earth. 
But, for your sake, O Virgin, we have been lifted up from earth to Heaven, having 
shaken off the corruption of death. 
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Priest: Hope fortified the ranks of Martyrs, and, with strength, carried them as on wings 

toward Thy love, by this, truly prefiguring the future unshakable repose, of which do 
Thou count worthy, O Good One, the faithful one that has been taken. 

Choir: 

Priest: Be Thou well-pleased, O Christ, to apportion Thy bright and divine radiance unto him 
(her) that has departed in faith, as Thou only art merciful, granting him (her) rest in 
the bosom of Abraham, and counting him (her) worthy of eternal blessedness. 

Choir: 

 

Priest: As Thou art good and deeply-compassionate by nature, Who desirest mercy and art an 
abyss of deep compassion, do Thou establish where Thy radiance shines, O Savior, him 
(her) whom Thou hast translated from this place of misery and the shadow of death. 

Choir: 

Priest: We know you, O pure one, as the holy tabernacle, the ark, and the tablet of law and 
grace. For forgiveness is granted for your sake unto them that are justified by the 
Blood of Him that became incarnate from your womb, O all-undefiled one. 
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Choir repeats the refrain softly while the priest chants: 

 
Priest: Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  

Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted.  

Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth.  

Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled.  

Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy.  

O Christ, Who, in anticipation, madest the thief who cried out unto Thee on the Cross, 
“Remember me,” a citizen of Paradise because of his repentance, count me who am 
unworthy, worthy also of this. 

Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God.  

O Thou Who rulest over life and death, give rest in the courts of the Saints him (her) 
whom Thou hast taken from temporal things; and remember me, when Thou comest 
into Thy Kingdom. 

Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the sons of God. 

O Thou Who rulest over souls and bodies, in Whose hands is our breath, O 
Consolation of them that are afflicted: Give rest in the land of the Righteous unto Thy 
servant whom Thou hast taken. 

Blessed are they that are persecuted for righteousness' sake: for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven.  

May Christ give you rest in the land of the living and open unto you the gates of 
Paradise, and declare you a citizen of the Kingdom. And may He grant you 
forgiveness for those things wherein you have sinned in life, O you who love Christ. 

Blessed are you, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all 
manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake.  

Let us go forth and gaze into the graves, for man is naked bones, food for the worms, 
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and stench. And let us learn what riches are, and comeliness, strength, and beauty. 

Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven. 

Let us give ear unto what the Almighty God hath said: Woe unto them that seek to 
behold the terrible day of the Lord!  For it is darkness; for all things shall be tried by 
fire. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

I bow down in worship unto Him that hath no beginning, birth or procession, the 
Father Who begot; I glorify the Son that is begotten; I hymn the Holy Spirit Who 
shines together with the Father and the Son. 

Now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen. 

How did you give milk from your bosom, O Virgin? How did you nourish the 
Nourisher of creation? He knows, Who poured out water from the rock; streams of 
water for a thirsting people, as it was written.  

 



THE READINGS 
 

Priest: Let us attend.  Peace be unto all..  

Reader: And to your spirit. 

Priest: Wisdom! 

Reader: The Prokeimenon in the Sixth Tone: 

Blessed is the way in which thou shalt walk today, O soul; for a place of rest is 
prepared for thee. 

Choir: 

 

Reader: Unto Thee, O Lord, will I cry, O my God! 

Choir:  [Repeat above:  Blessed is the way…] 

Reader: Blessed is the way in which thou shalt walk today, O soul! 

Choir: 

 

Priest: Wisdom! 

Reader: The Reading is from the First Epistle of the Holy Apostle Paul to the 
Thessalonians. (4:13-17) 
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Priest: Let us attend! 

Reader: Brethren, I would not have you to be ignorant, concerning those who are 
asleep, that you sorrow not, even as others which have no hope. For if we 
believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so will God bring with Him those 
also who sleep in Jesus. For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that 
we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not precede 
them which are asleep. For the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a 
shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet of God: and the 
dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we who are alive and remain shall be 
caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air: and so 
shall we ever be with the Lord.  

Priest: Peace be unto you. 

Reader: And to your spirit. 

Priest: Wisdom! 

Reader: The Alleluia is in the Sixth Tone:  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Choir: 

 

Reader: Blessed is the one whom Thou hast chosen and taken, O Lord. 

Choir: [Repeat above:  Alleluia …] 

Priest: Wisdom!  Let us attend!  Let us listen to the Holy Gospel!  Peace be unto all! 

Choir: 

 

Priest: The Reading is from the Holy Gospel according to Saint John. (5:24-30) 
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Choir: 

 

Priest: Let us attend! 

Truly, truly, I say to you, The hour is coming and now is, when the dead shall hear the 
voice of the Son of God, and they who hear shall live. For as the Father has life in 
Himself, so He has given to the Son to have life within Himself, and has given Him 
authority to execute judgment also, because He is the Son of Man. Do not marvel at 
this, for the hour is coming in which all who are in the graves shall hear His voice, and 
shall come forth, those who have done good to the resurrection of life, and those who 
have practiced evil to the resurrection of condemnation. I can, of My own self, do 
nothing. As I hear, I judge, and My judgment is just, because I do not seek My own 
will, but the will of the Father who has sent Me. 

Choir: [Repeat above:  Glory to Thee…] 

 
SERMON 

 
LITANY FOR THE DEPARTED 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE PRAYER OF ABSOLUTION 
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