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BULLETIN OF MAY 18, 2008
The Parish Council
will meet today Sunday, May 18th, following the coffee hour.
Please Remember in Prayer
Carol Boris, Nina Gordon, and Jane Koshutko who are recovering
from treatment, as well as Constantina and Christos. If you have a
prayer request, let Fr. John know.

SUNDAY, MAY 18TH
HEALING OF THE PARALYTIC
8:40a.m. Hours
9:00a.m. Divine Liturgy
Coffee Hour
Parish Council Meeting

TUESDAY, MAY 20TH
7:00p.m. Vespers

WEDNESDAY, MAY 21
MID-PENTECOST

ST

9:00a.m. Blessing of Water

SATURDAY, MAY 24TH
6:00p.m. Great Vespers

SUNDAY, MAY 25TH
SAMARITAN WOMAN SUNDAY
8:40a.m. Hours
9:00a.m. Divine Liturgy
Coffee Hour

The Feast of Mid-Pentecost
is celebrated this year on Wednesday, May 21st. On this
feast we bless water, recalling how the Lord cried out to
all in the midst of the feast, “If anyone thirsts let him
come to me and drink!” Great Vespers will be served on
Tuesday, May 20th at 7:00pm, and the Lesser Blessing of
Water will be served on Wednesday, May 21st at 9:00am.
These are the only weekday services this month.
The 104th Annual Pilgrimage to St. Tikhon’s Monastery
will take place this year on Memorial Day weekend, May 24-26. On
Monday, May 26th, the Hierarchical Divine Liturgy will be served at
10:00am and the healing service will be offered at 2:00pm. Fr. John
and family plan on attending. If you would like more information
about the pilgrimage, please speak with Fr. John.
You’re Invited
to an Open House at the Rectory on Sunday,
June 29th, following a very brief coffee hour at
the church. Hotdogs and hamburgers will be
served. Those interested in bringing a covered
dish or dessert are asked to please see Matushka Emily. There is a
pool directly across the street from the Rectory for the children and
those daring enough to bring their swimsuits. A map and driving
directions from the church will be provided. Absolutely everyone is
invited and asked to please try and save this date!

Leave all human injustices to the
Federal Incentive Checks are arriving soon!
Lord, for God is the Judge, but as
Please consider donating part or all of this entire windfall
for yourself, be diligent in loving
to your church – this type of donation will be 100% profit
everyone with a pure heart, and
to our building fund. If you have already committed these
remember that you yourself are a
funds
to
some
type of purchase or project you have planned, why
sinner and in need of God’s mercy.
St. John of Kronstadt not use our SCRIP cards to pay for this? Not only will you be putting
the money back into the economy, but also you can add to our
building fund at the same time!

READER SCHEDULE
Sunday, May 25th
Kathy Parrish
Sunday, June 1st
Jodi McElwee

Have An Idea?
Do you have any idea that you would like to share
about our Mission? Please share it with Fr. John or one
of the Council Members – we are always looking for
ways to improve our Orthodox Mission to Delmarva!

FISHING WITH JESUS
By John Kapsalis, From OrthodoxyToday.org
In Matthew 4:18-20 we read, “As Jesus was
walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two
brothers, Simon called Peter and his brother
Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for
were fishermen. ‘Come, follow me,’ Jesus said
‘and I will make you fishers of men.’ At once they
left their nets and followed him” (NIV).
The mission of Jesus to preach, teach and heal
which began in Galilee some 2,000 years ago is
now the responsibility and the mission of the
Church. As Orthodox Christians we often
emphasize, and correctly so, that worship is at the
heart of the Church. But worship without witness
or martyria is dead. Our liturgical life, to be pleasing to God, must bring rebirth. We must become
saturated in and nourished by Christ to the extent
that we too, like those eager fishermen become
compelled to go out into the world and expectantly proclaim the gospel, teach the world about
Jesus, and participate in life-giving healing. Fr.
Alexander Schmemann once remarked, “Every
Christian is called to be a missionary. Every Christian is sent. When we say ‘One, Holy, Catholic and
Apostolic Church,’ the term ‘apostolic’ means not
only the continuity of the ministry, as so many
people seem to think, but also the apostolicity, i.e.
the missionary nature of the Church and of each of
her members. One cannot be saved without giving
oneself to this mission. Everyone is a missionary.”
Ragtag Evangelism
When we read about Christ’s commission to the
Twelve, we tend to see them as the greatest generation of the Church, that small group who went
on to lay the foundation of the Church by spreading His message of transformation and the good
news of God’s Kingdom. Yet these twelve men
were nothing more than an insignificant, obscure
ragtag group. They were everyday people, like you
and I; disciples who had been called to bring the
Kingdom of God to an alien and hostile world.
They too had families and businesses, but they
immediately left everything behind, including livelihood and home, and followed Jesus. They risked
everything on Christ and became Kingdom workers instead. God calls each of us to preach good
news to the poor, heal the heartbroken and comfort all who mourn. When Christ calls we must
obey, because his kingdom demands unqualified
obedience. Those early disciples of Jesus were ordinary fishermen who went on and performed extraordinary evangelism because they obeyed and
followed Jesus. Whenever they relied on him, their

catch was always overwhelming. Are we not called
to do the same? I know we all feel inadequate,
embarrassed and afraid. But so did those first fishermen. And despite their failings God still used
them to do amazing work. We should never overestimate our own abilities nor underestimate our
role in God’s mission. Besides, God works best with
those who are weak.
It is through our weakness that we die to our own
self-importance and self-reliance. We can do nothing apart from Christ. Our love for God and for
those He created must drive us to bring everyone
to experience the glory of knowing Him. We need
to pray for the day when we can say with one
voice, ‘woe is me if I do not preach the gospel.’ Unfortunately, right now we cannot say with Christ
that ‘this is a time for testimony’ because we are
too busy playing it safe. It isn’t enough for us to
just be keepers of the aquarium; we need to be
fishers of men and women. How many times have
we risked preaching the gospel in unpleasant and
dangerous situations? Not many, if I look at my
own experience. But have you ever noticed how so
many of the miracles that we read about in the
Book of Acts are connected to the preaching of the
gospel? This is probably why we no longer see
miracles today. Spreading the gospel no longer
inconveniences us. We have stopped proclaiming
the good news of the death and resurrection of
Jesus Christ and the great miracle that this is for us.
And so I think our lives don’t feel Christian anymore because we have forgotten that the Christian
life is a miracle!
Blessed are those who weep
You know, one of the saddest failures of our
Church is our inability to cry over all those in the
world who do not know Christ. There is a chasm
between what we say we believe and the correContinued on page 4…

THREE EGGS AND $100
From Belief Net
An elderly pastor was searching his closet for his cassock
before church one Sunday
morning. In the back of the
closet, he found a small box
containing three eggs and 100
$1 bills.
He called his wife into the closet to ask her about
the box and its contents. Embarrassed, she admitted having hidden the box there for their entire 30
years of marriage. Disappointed and hurt, the pastor asked her, "Why?" The wife replied that she
hadn't wanted to hurt his feelings. He asked her
how the box could have hurt his feelings. She said
that every time during their marriage that he had
delivered a poor sermon, she had placed an egg in
the box.
The pastor felt that three poor sermons in 30 years
was certainly nothing to feel bad about, so he
asked her what the $100 was for.
She replied, "Each time I got a dozen eggs, I sold
them to the neighbors for $1."

FROM A PRIEST
Christ is Risen!
I just wanted to
share a nice story.
Several weeks ago, I had a sevenyear-old boy come to me for his
first Confession. Yesterday, his
mother told me that when she put
him to bed that night he told her,
"I had a really nice day today."
She asked him why, and he replied, "Today I told Father all the
bad things I did, and God forgives
me, so now I feel light and happy."
Naturally, I was very moved by
this.
In Christ,
Father Joseph

A GOOD STEWARD
Good stewardship is a spiritual experience which
brings the feeling of giving to another, of sharing
the resources we have, of expressing love through
sharing something valuable.

SPEAKING OF MONEY
Christ spoke of money because nothing reveals
the state of a man’s soul so clearly as his attitude
toward it. Money represents our work, bread,
time, and talents. When we give it for another’s
need or without it, we are giving or withholding
ourselves. We give because of our faith, and our
faith deepens as we give. It is in giving that we
receive.

THE MIDFEAST OF PENTECOST
Is the celebration of the mid-point of the 50 days of
Pentecost – 25 days from Pascha and 25 days to
Pentecost. The light from both of these feasts illumines these days with grace-filled joy.
The feast of Mid-Pentecost is for eight days, during which time the Troparion and Kontakion are
sung or said at the times of daily prayers.
Troparion – Tone 8
In the middle of the feast, O Savior /
fill my thirsting soul with the waters of godliness. /
As Thou didst cry out to all: If anyone thirsts,
let him come to Me and drink! //
O Christ God, Fountain of our life, glory to Thee!
Kontakion – Tone 4
Christ God, the Creator and Master of all, /
cried to all in the midst of the law: /
Come and draw the water of immortality! /
We fall down before Thee and faithfully cry: //
Grant us Thy bounties, for Thou art the Fountain of our life!

Fishing with Jesus continued from page 2…
sponding passion in our lives for this very truth.
The Orthodox Church has the right doctrine and
the faith, but I’m afraid we lack the thunder, the
fear, the love and the joy that should be reflected
in our lives. Perhaps this is why the awesome love
of God no longer shines in our lives. Maybe this is
why the radical good news of the gospel message
has all but shriveled up in our hearts. I don’t think
we care to throw our nets out anymore.
But when we read about the ‘poor in spirit’ in the
Sermon on the Mount, this is whom Christ was
talking about, the ones who understand the tragedy of a world alienated from God and who want
to do something about it. It is about those who
have made it their purpose to tell
everyone about Jesus Christ and who
accept to bear the burden that God
bears: that is, the burden for the
salvation of the world. But we can’t do
this on our own. We need to pray to God
to make us love him (Deu. 30:6). We have
to fight everyday to live in the presence
of God, in worshipful sacrifice and selfdenial otherwise it becomes so easy for
us to slip into becoming like the people
of the third soil—“where the worries of
the world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the
desires for other things enter in and choke the
word, and it becomes unfruitful" (Mk 4:19). So
what can we do? I think that trying to remember
the lives of all those great disciples throughout the
centuries, people like the apostle Paul, can help us
break out from our insecurity and comfort zone.
The apostle Paul had led an incredibly stressful life.
He endured awful physical pain through beatings
and lashings. He went hungry and sleepless, constantly on the move and constantly in danger.
Then there was the daily pressure of concern for
the churches. And in all of it Paul saw this deep
pain as momentary. Why? Because all Paul saw
were people who did not know Christ. And it was
this anxious urgency that compelled him to keep
moving, to keep preaching and to keep fishing for
the lives of men and women. Paul loved God and
he loved all those created in the image of God. We
on the other hand, I’m afraid, no longer shed any
tears for those who are lost in the world. This is
why the words of St. John Chrysostom ring fearfully true: “nothing is more frigid than a Christian
who does not seek to save others ... . How can such
a person be a Christian? Do not say; it is impossible
for me to influence others. If you are a Christian, it
is impossible for this not to happen.”

If we want to live like true disciples of Jesus, then
we need to be reminded of Paul’s words to the ancient church at Corinth: “as God’s partners, we beg
you not to accept this marvelous gift of God’s
kindness and then ignore it. For God says, ‘at just
the right time, I heard you. On the day of salvation,
I helped you.’ Indeed, the ‘right’ time is now. Today
is the day of salvation. We live in such a way that
no one will stumble because of us, and no one will
find fault with our ministry. In everything we do,
we show that we are true ministers of God. We patiently endure hardships and calamities of every
kind. We have been beaten, been put in prison,
faced angry mobs, endured sleepless nights, and
gone without food. We prove ourselves
by our purity, our understanding, our
patience, our kindness, by the Holy Spirit
within us, and by our sincere love. We
faithfully preach the truth. God’s power is
working in us ... . We serve God whether
people honor us or despise us, whether
they slander us or praise us. We are
honest, but they call us imposters. We are
ignored, even though we are well known.
We live close to death, but we are still
alive. Our hearts ache, but we always
have joy. We own nothing, and yet we have everything” (2 Cor 6:4-10). Can we change our priorities
and desires, both personally and in our families, to
display just a little of this kind of Christian living-this kind of Christian mission?
Christ’s teaching is hard and demanding, but let us
stop loving the gifts of God and instead start falling in love with God. Let’s move away from seeing
Jesus Christ only as a blessing machine, there to
give us what we want. He is El Saddai, the Lord,
who calls us to submit to Him and to do our part in
carrying His mission to the world. Let each of us-bishops and plumbers, business people and
housewives-- make it the priority of our lives to
join with Jesus Christ to bring light to the darkness
and the good news of life in God’s kingdom.
Jesus was crushed on the cross for our sins. The
starting place for our Christian lives will be when
we too are crushed and brought down to our
knees in fear and trembling, because of the fiery
holiness of God, just like Moses did. And the starting place for the Church’s mission is when we once
again weep for a world that is lost apart from God.
Only when we begin our mission here, will we become holy--holy before God so that our holiness
becomes contagious to all the nations.

