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BULLETIN OF JUNE 5, 2011

SUNDAY, JUNE 5TH

7th Sunday of Pascha
8:40a.m. Hours
9:00a.m. Divine Liturgy
Coffee Hour
Parish Council Meeting

SATURDAY, JUNE 11TH

5:00p.m. Memorial
6:00p.m. Great Vespers w/ Litiya

SUNDAY, JUNE 12TH

Holy Pentecost
One of the Twelve Great Feasts
8:40a.m. Hours
9:00a.m. Divine Liturgy; Vespers
w/ Kneeling Prayers
Coffee Hour
The Lord said, “Behold, I send the
promise of my Father upon you: but
tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on
high.” And He led them out as far as
to Bethany, and He lifted up His
hands, and blessed them. And it
came to pass, while He blessed
them, He was parted from them,
and carried up into heaven. And
they worshipped Him, and returned
to Jerusalem with great joy: And
were continually in the temple,
praising and blessing God. Amen.
(Luk 24:49-53)

READER SCHEDULE
Sunday, June 12th
Jodi McElwee
Sunday, June 19th
Kathy Parrish

Please Remember in Prayer
Don Young, Mat. Maura, Jerrie Rife, Wallace & Michelle Wilson,
Victoria Kokkinos, Ed Tucker, Karen Nichols, Irene Clenney, Denise
Royal, Gabriela Jones, Simeon, Scott & Maryann, Roman Szwec, Mat.
Dunia, Patti Lease, Garrett Cuppels, Frs Michael & Andrew, Fr. Christian, Jane Koshutko, Robert Evanusa, Nicholas & Linda, Nicholas,
Anna, Nina Gordon, Mirela & Chris, Jaroslav, Troy, Frank & Mary Miranda, Kathy T., Bruce, Julia Plisko & family, Stella.
Welcome Visitors
We warmly welcome all those who are visiting us today. It is a joy to
have you with us for the Divine Services!
The Parish Council (Rescheduled)
will meet, Sunday, June 5th, following the coffee hour. All are welcome to stay for the meeting, though, voting privileges are reserved
from those who have been blessed to hold office.
Memorial Service
It is the tradition of the Church to offer prayers for the departed on
the Eve of Pentecost. We will have a Memorial Service on this day,
Saturday, June 11th, at 5:00pm.
Feast of Pentecost – Sunday, June 12th
On Sunday, June 12th, we celebrate the Descent of the
Holy Spirit on Pentecost, 50 days after Pascha. As a reminder, on this day we will have Vespers with the Kneeling Prayers immediately following the Divine Liturgy.
Fast-Free Week
During the week after Pentecost (Jun 12th through Jun 19th) we do
not fast, even on Wednesday and Friday. This week is given to us to
celebrate the renewal of the Holy Spirit received on Pentecost.
Prayer for Graduates
will be offered on Sunday, June 19th, at the end of the Liturgy.
The Fast of Ss. Peter & Paul
begins on Monday, June 20th (the day after All Saints
Sunday) and extends until the celebration of the feast
of the Holy Apostles on June 29th.
About the Apostle’s Fast
Having rejoiced for fifty days following Pascha (Easter), the Resurrection of Jesus Christ, the Apostles began to prepare for their departure from Jerusalem to spread Christ's message. According to
Sacred Tradition, as part of their preparation, they began a fast with
prayer to ask God to strengthen their resolve and to be with them in
their missionary undertakings. The Apostle’s Fast has been kept to
this day to strengthen us as well for our own missionary endeavors.
Pilgrimage to St. Vladimir’s Seminary – June 24-26
More information is forthcoming.

THE FIRST COUNCIL OF NICAEA

From Wikipedia.org
The First Council of Nicaea, held in Nicaea in Bithynia (present-day Iznik in Turkey), convoked by the Roman Emperor Constantine I in 325, was the first Ecumenical council of the Christian Church, and most
significantly resulted in the first uniform Christian doctrine, called the Nicene Creed. With the creation of
the creed, a precedent was established for subsequent 'general (ecumenical) councils of Bishops' (Synods) to create statements of belief and canons of doctrinal orthodoxy— the intent being to define unity
of beliefs for the whole of Christendom.
The purpose of the council was to resolve disagreements in the Church of Alexandria over the nature of
Jesus in relationship to the Father; in particular, whether Jesus was of the same substance as God the Father or merely of similar substance. St. Alexander of Alexandria and Athanasius took the first position; the
popular presbyter Arius, from whom the term Arian controversy comes, took the second. The council decided against the Arians overwhelmingly (of the estimated 250-318 attendees, all
but 2 voted against Arius). Another result of the council was an agreement on
when to celebrate the Resurrection, the most important feast of the ecclesiastical
calendar. The council decided in favor of celebrating the resurrection on the first
Sunday after the first full moon following the vernal equinox, independently of
the Hebrew Calendar (see also Quartodecimanism). It authorized the Bishop of
Alexandria (presumably using the Alexandrian calendar) to announce annually
the exact date to his fellow bishops.
The Council of Nicaea was historically significant because it was
the first effort to attain consensus in the church through an
assembly representing all of Christendom. "It was the first occasion for the development of technical Christology." A
precedent was set for subsequent general councils to create
creeds and canons.

A PRAYER FOR THE DEPARTED
From the Memorial Service
O God of spirits, and of all flesh, who
hast trampled down death and
overthrown the Devil and given life to
Thy world: Do Thou, the same Lord,
give rest to the soul of Thy departed
servant _____, in a place of brightness, a place of refreshment, a place
of repose, where all sickness, sighing,
and sorrow have fled away. Pardon
every transgression which he has
committed, whether by word or deed
or thought. For Thou art a good God
and lovest mankind; because there is
no man who lives yet does not sin; for
Thou only art without sin; Thy righteousness is to all
eternity; and Thy word is truth.
For Thou art the resurrection, the life, and the repose of
Thy servant, _____, who is fallen asleep, O Christ our
God, and unto Thee we ascribe glory, together with Thy
Father, Who is from everlasting, and Thine all-holy,
good, and life-creating Spirit, now and ever, and unto
ages of ages.

JUNE CONGRATULATIONS!
Anniversaries:
6/12
6/17
6/22
6/24

Fr. John & Mat. Emily Parsells
Alan & Denise Royal
Francis & Renie Abdow
Bill & Kathy Parrish

Birthdays:
6/15
6/19
6/30
6/30

John Krynitsky
Richard Evanusa
Christiana Milite
Bill Parrish

Namesdays:
6/24 Nativity of St. John the Baptist
Don (John) Young
6/29 Holy Apostles Peter & Paul
Darrell (Paul) Wilson
Troy (Paul) Duker
If your name is not on this list and it should be,
please see Fr. John, as soon as possible!

2011 MESSAGE OF THE ASSEMBLY OF BISHOPS
Friday, May 27, 2011

By the grace of God, we forty-five Hierarchs gathered in Chicago IL, on May 25-27, 2011, for the
second meeting of the Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of North and Central America.
Several Hierarchs were prevented from attending
due to personal illness, while our Serbian brothers,
participating at a prolonged assembly of bishops
meeting in Belgrade, were also unable to attend.
All of us experienced what the Psalmist joyfully
declares, “how good and pleasant it is for brothers
to dwell together in unity!” (Ps. 132.1)
We draw inspiration from this resurrectional liturgical period, within which we have assembled,
standing at the midpoint between the light of Pascha and the grace of Pentecost, the crossroad between the possibility of new life and the reality of
renewed communion, the merging of the melody
of unity and the beauty of diversity.
We call to mind our brother Hierarchs who have
fallen asleep in the Lord during the past year: Metropolitan Christopher of Libertyville and Chicago
(Serbian Diocese), Metropolitan Nicholas of Amissos (Carpatho-Russian Diocese), and Metropolitan
Epiphanios of Bryoula (Ecumenical Patriarchate).
May their memory be eternal!
In our deliberations as Orthodox Hierarchs, we
manifested a spirit of conciliarity, expressing our
commitment to proceed on all matters in collegial
and collaborative manner reflective of the unity
that characterizes the various jurisdictions of the
Orthodox Church within our regional Assembly. In
this respect, we once again affirm our desire and
willingness to work toward “the swift healing of
every canonical anomaly that has arisen from historical circumstances and pastoral requirements”
(2008 Message of the Primates 13.1-2), following
the decisions of the representatives of the Orthodox Autocephalous Churches regarding the “un-

swerving position and obligation to safeguard the
unity of the Orthodox Church” (2009 Chambésy,
Rules of Operation, Article 5.1a) and the promotion
of “common action to address the pastoral needs
of Orthodox living in our region” (2009 Chambésy,
Decision 2c).
In accordance with our determination and decision during the 1st Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops (May 26-28, 2010), we focused and
acted upon our understanding that we are successors of the Standing Conference of Canonical Orthodox Bishops in the Americas (SCOBA), assuming its agencies and ministries. Therefore, among
the items on the agenda was the work of the Assembly’s 13 committees, its Secretariat, and its 14
agencies and endorsed organizations.
We offer thanks to God for the positive spirit of cooperation that prevailed during the sessions of the
Assembly. We are pleased to report to our faithful
what the committees of the Assembly of Canonical
Orthodox Bishops reported to their brother Hierarchs. The work of these committees will constitute the principal service of the Assembly, meeting
frequently and regularly in order – with the participation also of lay members – to materialize the
remarkable unity of the Orthodox Churches in this
region. In this regard, we are inspired by the words
of the Risen Lord: As the Father has sent me, I am
sending you (John 20.21); and Truly, truly, I say to
you: he who believes in me will also do the works
that I do; and greater works than these will he do.
(John 14.12)
Thus, in addition to official reports by the Chairman, the Vice-Chairmen, the Treasurer, and the
Secretary, the responsibilities of the following
committees were discussed extensively: Canonical
Affairs, Canonical Regional Planning, Church and
Society, Clergy Affairs, Ecumenical Affairs, Financial

Affairs, Legal Affairs, Liturgy, Military Chaplaincy,
Monastic Communities, Pastoral Practice, Theological Education, and Youth. Moreover, the coordinators of the various agencies and endorsed organizations, formerly under the aegis of SCOBA, will
convene with respective Hierarch liaisons in order
to determine the criteria of their relationship and
establish appropriate channels of communication
with the Assembly.
In particular, the Assembly warmly received and
unanimously encouraged the creation of a common ministry for our military chaplaincy and our
youth.
Our prayers are offered to God at this time for
those who have suffered from the extreme weather conditions in the last weeks, especially and most
recently the tornadoes and flooding in Missouri
and Oklahoma in the United States, and throughout the region of our Assembly, where epic catastrophe has struck numerous people with death,
devastation, and damage. May God grant rest to
the souls of the departed and may the gentle
breeze of His Spirit grant the victims the strength
to rebuild their lives. We fervently encourage our
parishes to offer generous material, financial, and
spiritual support.
We cannot remain silent in the face of atrocities
and persecutions committed against Christian minorities by fundamentalists and extremists, in Palestine and Egypt, especially against the Christians
caught up in the upheaval of the Arab Spring,
which has unleashed long-oppressed diverse sectarian animosities. In particular, the Christian
Archbishop Demetrios, Chairman
Metropolitan Philip, 1st Vice Chair
Archbishop Justinian, 2nd Vice Chair
Archbishop Antony, Treasurer
Bishop Basil, Secretary
Metropolitan Iakovos
Metropolitan Constantine
Metropolitan Methodios
Metropolitan Athenagoras
Metropolitan Isaiah
Metropolitan Alexios
Metropolitan Nicholas
Metropolitan Evangelos
Bishop Savas
Bishop Andonios

communities in Palestine and the Middle East have
been drastically reduced and compelled to emigrate as refugees. We urge political leaders
throughout the world to stop ignoring the manifestations of intolerance, discrimination and open
persecution against all religious communities –
Jews, Christians, and Muslims alike – living in contentious regions and countries of the world, notably in Northern Africa and the Middle East.
In light of the designation of June as “internet safety month,” we exhort our priests and parishioners
to raise awareness and secure appropriate protection for our children and communities from the
many and diverse prevalent dangers, including
pornography, cyberbullying, perils by predators,
risks of geotagging, and in particular dissension in
the Church. Technology is not sinful; but the abuse
of technology is a sin and a crime. We encourage
our faithful to disseminate relevant internet safety
literature, organize internet safety classes, utilize
parental controls, and take rigorous advocacy
measures to pressure wireless companies and carriers to mandate protective options.
Finally, we are united in wholeheartedly acknowledging and fervently blessing the tireless ministry
of our parish clergy and their families, the honorable presbyters and deacons in the service of Christ,
the brothers and sisters of our monastic communities, and all those who do charitable work, those
who serve our holy houses of worship, those who
labor, teach, and chant, and all the people of God,
who await His great and rich mercy.

Bishop Ilia
Bishop Demetrios
Bishop Daniel
Bishop Antoun
Bishop Joseph
Bishop Thomas
Bishop Alexander
Metropolitan Hilarion
Archbishop Alypy
Archbishop Kyrill
Bishop Peter
Bishop John
Bishop Theodosy
Bishop George
Bishop Ieronim

Archbishop Nicolae
Bishop Ioan Casian
Metropolitan Joseph
Metropolitan Jonah
Archbishop Nathaniel
Bishop Nikon
Bishop Tikhon
Bishop Benjamin
Bishop Alejo
Bishop Melchisedek
Bishop Michael
Bishop Matthias
Bishop Irineu
Bishop Mark
Bishop Irénée

