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Prayer List:  Fr. Michael Mihalick, Fr. Alexander Atty, Fr. Christian, Mat. Dunia, Kelly Elizabeth & child, Bill Parrish, Fazealle, Hay-
ley, Tyler Pelesh, Jerrie Rife, Wallace & Michelle, Ryan & Kayla, Maleah Morsey, Victoria Kokkinos, Ed Tucker, Karen Nichols, De-
nise Royal, Simeon, Scott & Maryann, Roman Szwec, Garrett Cuppels, Jane Koshutko, Nicholas & Linda, Nina Gordon, Mirela & 
Chris, Troy Duker, Mary Miranda, Bruce, Stella, Lilly Barnett, Amy F., Nedelina, Henrietta Stack, & John Nakajima (departed) 
 

OPERATING THRU 11/30/11 DECEMBER OPERATING BUILDING FUND MATCHING DONATIONS 

Income Expense Net Income Expense Difference 20K (Everyone) 5K (Parish) 5K (Friends) 

46,671 58,414 -11,743 843 5,900 -5,056 20,000! 1,106 11,895! 
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The Genealogy of Christ 
 

 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18TH             
Sunday Before Nativity 
8:40a.m. 
9:00a.m. 
 

Hours 
Divine Liturgy 
Coffee Hour 

 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 20TH      
St. John of Kronstadt     
7:00p.m. Compline; Confessions 
 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 22ND          
7:00p.m. Compline; Confessions 
 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24TH           
11:00p.m. Matins 
 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25TH             
NATIVITY OF OUR LORD 
One of the Twelve Great Feasts 
12:00a.m. 
12:00p.m. 

Divine Liturgy 
Great Vespers 

 

READER SCHEDULE 
Sunday, Dec. 25th                                       

Bruce Eckerd  
Sunday, Jan. 1st                                

Gabriela Jones 

 

BULLETIN OF  DECEMBER 18, 2011 

Welcome Visitors 
We warmly welcome all those who are visiting us today.  It is good 
to have you all with us! 

Helping a Needy Family 
This Sunday, you are invited to make a donation to 
help buy Christmas presents for the family we have 
adopted this year. If you would like to make a dona-
tion, please do so via the special collection basket or 
by seeing Mike McFarland. 

Christ is born!  Glorify Him! 
During the celebration of Christmas, it is the custom of Orthodox 
Christians to greet one another with the joyous exclamation, “Christ 
is born!”, to which the one greeted responds, “Glorify Him!” 
 

Suggestions for Celebrating Christmas 
1) Give thanks to God by attending Church. 
2) Seek peace with those we may be at odds with. 
3) Give an anonymous gift to a stranger in need. 

Fast Free Period 
During the twelve days of Christmas, Dec. 25th, through Theophany, 
Jan. 6th, we do not fast, even on Wednesday and Fridays.  A one day 
fast is observed on January 5th, the Eve of Theophany. 
Two New Matching Donations Update 
The $5K Friends of the Mission

The $5K 

 matching donation has brought in 
some $12,895, for a total of $17,895! We sincerely thank those who 
have generously donated for this cause! May the Lord bless you! 

Members of the Mission

Christmas Meal 

 matching donation has brought in 
$1300, and will be extended to the end of the calendar year. Let us 
do our best, inspired by our friends from afar and the grace of God, 
to respond to this opportunity before us! 

In the back of the church is a sign-up sheet for the Christmas meal, 
which will follow the midnight service. Absolutely everyone is in-
vited to stay for the meal, even if you cannot bring a dish!  
New Photos Online 
Photos of Andrei and Lena’s marriage are now available 
for viewing on our parish website. Check them out! 



 
SECRET SANTA PICKS UP 3 LAYAWAY BILLS:  KINDNESS 'RESTORED FAITH IN PEOPLE' 

By Dani Carlson for woodtv.com on Tuesday, 06 Dec 2011 

PLAINFIELD TOWNSHIP, Mich. (WOOD) - Christmas 
came early for three people in West Michigan 
when a stranger picked up the tab on some 
presents. 
It happened Monday night at the Big Kmart on the 
4000 block of Plainfield Avenue in Plainfield Town-
ship. A woman, described only as "being in her 
30s," walked up to the layaway desk, pushing a 
shopping cart full of toys she planned to donate.   
"This lady came up randomly and said, 'Can I, you 
know, pay off some people's layaway?'" said Dan-
nell Goddard. Goddard 
works at Kmart in the 
layaway department. She 
told 24 Hour News 8 that 
when she first heard the 
request, she was a bit con-
fused.   
"I was like, 'Well, are you 
trying to pick them up? 
'Cause you can't pick them 
up if you don't have an ID," 
Goddard said. "And [the 
mystery woman] replied, 
'Nope, I just want to help 
people.'" 
The woman looked 
through several of the 
about 800 layaway con-
tract tickets at the store. 
She randomly picked and 
paid the bill on three of 
them. She paid about $500 between all three of 
them and left a $10 balance on each of the ac-
counts. 
The woman's only requirement was that there 
were toys in the layaway orders.   
"It was really crazy the way she did it. She was so 
excited and so happy to do it," said Goddard. "She 
had a great heart, and I told her that I felt like she 
had a great heart, and she said she doesn't want to 
take appreciation for it. She just felt that she was 
blessed and she wanted to bless others." 
One of the recipients of that kindness was Mary 
Chapin. She told 24 Hour News 8 the act of kind-
ness "restored her faith in people."   

Chapin had put about $200 worth of toys on laya-
way for her son, David, Monday afternoon. She 
said she hoped she'd be able to pay off the bal-
ance by the week before Christmas.   
Then she got a call from Kmart that changed all 
that.   
"They said that someone had paid $180 on my 
layaway and there was only $10 left," said Chapin. 
"I thought it was a joke."   
Chapin wanted to say thank you, but the only clue 
to the woman's identity was a message on her re-

ceipt that read, "Happy 
Holiday from a friend."   
"I thank her. It's the best 
gift that I ever received, 
and it's the gift of believing 
in people," said Chapin. 
"And believing that there's 
good out there, 'cause you 
don't always see that."   
The entire layaway order 
was for 12-year-old David 
who has autism. Chapin 
told 24 Hour News 8 she 
was so excited she gave 
her son one of those toys, a 
brand new LEGO set.     
Chapin has her own name 
for her family's Secret San-
ta. She calls the woman "an 
angel" for her family. She 

said that angel gave her family a far bigger gift 
than the toys themselves.   
"Even though we're all in the same boat, nobody's 
thinking about anyone else, it's every man for him-
self," said Chapin. To have somebody come along 
behind, and just do something that's totally unne-
cessary but so appreciated, it just really made a 
difference." 
The day after the story aired on 24 Hour News 8, 
another secret Santa went to the Plainfield Kmart 
and offered to pay off 13 more layaway bills -- to 
the tune of about $2,000. 
It was the largest layaway payoff in the history of 
the store. 

 
  



QUOTES FROM ST. JOHN OF KRONSTADT 
Commemorated on December 20th  
"When you are praying alone, and your spirit is dejected, 
and you are wearied and oppressed by your loneliness, 
remember then, as always, that God the Trinity looks 
upon you with eyes brighter than the sun; also all the an-
gels, your own Guardian Angel, and all the Saints of God. 
Truly they do; for they are all one in God, and where God 
is, there are they also. Where the sun is, thither also are 
directed all its rays. Try to understand what this means." 
"There is nothing impossible unto those who believe; 
lively and unshaken faith can accomplish great miracles 
in the twinkling of an eye. Besides, even without our sin-
cere and firm faith, miracles are accomplished, such as 
the miracles of the sacraments; for God's Mystery is al-
ways accomplished, even though we were incredulous or 
unbelieving at the time of its celebration. "Shall their un-
belief make the faith of God without effect?" (Rom. 3:3). 
Our wickedness shall not overpower the unspeakable 
goodness and mercy of God; our dullness shall not over-
power God's wisdom, nor our infirmity God's omnipo-
tence."  
"Oh, what great happiness and bliss, what exaltation it is 
to address oneself to the Eternal Father. Always, without fail, value this joy which has been accorded to 
you by God's infinite grace and do not forget it during your prayers; God, the angels and God's holy men 
listen to you." 
"The enemy of our salvation especially strives to draw our heart and mind away from God when we are 
about to serve Him, and endeavors to adulterously attach our heart to something irrelevant. Be always, 
every moment, with God, especially when you pray to Him. If you are inconstant, you will fall away from 
life, and will cast yourself into sorrow." 
"Do not be despondent when fighting against the invisible enemy, but even in the midst of your afflic-
tions and oppression praise the Lord, Who has found you worthy to suffer for Him, by struggling against 
the subtlety of the serpent, and to be wounded for Him at every hour; for had you not lived piously, and 
endeavored to become united to God, the enemy would not have attacked and tormented you." 
"Do not fear the conflict, and do not flee from it; where there is no struggle, there is no virtue. Our faith, 
trust, and love are proved and revealed in adversities, that is, in difficult and grievous outward and in-
ward circumstances, during sickness, sorrow, and privations." 
"Prayer for others is very beneficial to the man himself who prays; it purifies the heart, strengthens faith 
and hope in God, and arouses love for God and our neighbor." 

About St. John of Kronstadt 
Saint John of Kronstadt was a Russian Orthodox archpriest. He was a striking and somewhat unconventional 
figure in his personality but was deeply pious and immensely energetic. He was one of the most international-
ly famous and beloved Orthodox Christian clerics of his time. 
He was born as Ivan Ilyich Sergiyev (Russian: Иван Ильич Сергиев) in 1829. From 1855, he worked as a priest 
in Saint Andrew's Cathedral in Kronstadt. Here, he greatly committed himself to charity, especially for those 
who were outside the church, and travelled extensively throughout the Russian empire. He was a member of 
the right Union of the Russian People, but did not commit himself politically. In the early 1990s Father John 
became well known, and people from all over Russia came to him every day in thousands. Even bishops 
treated him with high respect. He was already greatly venerated at the time he died. He was canonized by the 
Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Russia in 1964 and by the Russian Orthodox Church in 1990. 

  



“OUR SAVIOR, BOTH GOD AND MAN”  
By Saint  Ephraim the Syrian – 4th Century 

 
We confess one and the same individual as perfect 
God and perfect man. He is God the Word Which 
was flesh. 
For if He was not man, why was Mary chosen? And 
if He is not God, whom does Gabriel call Lord? 
If He was not man, who was laid in a manger? And 
if He is not God, whom did the angels who came 
down from heaven glorify?  
If He was not man, who was wrapped in swaddling 
clothes, And if He is not God, in whose honor did 
the star appear? 
If He was not man, whom did Simeon hold in his 
arms? And if He is God, to whom did Simeon say, 
now lettest Thou Thy servant depart 
in peace? 
If He was not man, whom did Joseph 
take when he fled into Egypt? And if 
He is not God, who fulfilled the 
prophecy: Out of Egypt have I called 
my Son? 
If He was not man, whom did John 
baptize? And if He is not God, to 
whom did the Father say: This is my 
beloved Son, in Whom I am well 
pleased? 
If He was not man, who hungered in 
the desert? And if He is not God, unto whom did 
the angels come and minister? 
If He was not man, who was invited to the mar-
riage in Cana of Galilee? And if He is not God, who 
turned the water into wine? 
If He was not man, who took the loaves in the 
desert? And if He is not God, who fed the five 
thousand men and their women and children with 
five loaves and two fish? 
If He was not man, who slept in the ship? And if He 
is not God, who rebuked the waves and the sea? 
If He was not man, with whom did Simon the Pha-
risee sit at meat? And if He is not God, who forgave 
the sins of the harlot? 
If He was not man, who wore a man’s garment? 
And if He is not God, who healed the woman with 
the issue of blood when she touched His garment? 
If He was not man, who spat on the ground and 
made clay? And if He is not God, who gave sight to 
the eyes of the blind man with the clay? 
If He was not man, who wept at Lazarus’ grave? 
And if He is not God, who commanded him to 

come forth out of the grave four days after his 
death? 
If He was not man, whom did the Jews arrest in the 
garden? And if He is not God, who cast them to the 
ground with the words: I am He? 
If He was not man, who was judged before Pilate? 
And if He is not God, who frightened Pilate’s wife 
in a dream? 
If He was not man, whose garments were stripped 
from Him and parted by the soldiers? And if He is 
not God, why was the sun darkened upon His cru-
cifixion? 
If He was not man, who was crucified on the cross? 

And if He is not God, who shook the 
foundation of the earth? 
If He was not man, whose hands 
and feet were nailed to the cross?  
And if He is not God, how did it 
happen that the veil of the temple 
was rent in twain, the rocks were 
rent, and the graves were opened? 
If He was not man, who hung on 
the cross between the two thieves?  
And if He is not God, how could He 
say to the thief: Today thou shalt be 
with me in paradise? 

If He was not man, who cried out, and gave up the 
ghost? And if He is not God, whose cry caused 
many bodies of the saints which slept to arise? 
If He was not man, whom did the women see laid 
in the grave? And if He is not God, about whom 
did the angel say to them: He is arisen, He is not 
here? 
If He was not man, whom did Thomas touch when 
he put his hands into the prints of the nails?  And if 
He is not God, who entered through the doors that 
were shut? 
If He was not man, who ate at the sea of Tiberias? 
And if He is not God, on whose orders were the 
nets filled with fishes? 
If He was not man, whom did the apostles see car-
ried up into heaven? And if He is not God, who as-
cended to the joyful cries of the angels, and to 
whom did the Father proclaim: sit at My right 
hand? 
If He is not God and man then, indeed, our salva-
tion is false, and false are the pronouncements of 
the prophets. 

 


