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BULLETIN OF APRIL 27, 2014

SUNDAY, APRIL 27TH

Thomas Sunday / New Sunday
8:40a.m. Hours
9:00a.m. Divine Liturgy
Coffee Hour
Egg Hunt

TUESDAY, APRIL 29TH
“Day of Joy”
9:00a.m. Memorial

SATURDAY, MAY 3RD

6:00p.m. Great Vespers

SUNDAY, MAY 4TH

Holy Myrrh-Bearing Women
8:40a.m. Prebaptismal Prayers
9:00a.m. Baptismal Div. Liturgy
Coffee Hour
"Thou didst die – Thou Who art the
Life of all – in order to revive me
who was dead. Thou wast laid in
the tomb that I might rise from the
tomb. Thou wast brought to life
again that I might believe in my
own resurrection."
St. Tikhon of Zadonsk

READER SCHEDULE
Sunday, May. 4th
Kathy Parrish
Sunday, May 11th
Alexis Oleynik
CASH FLOWS THROUGH 3/31/14
OPERATING
OTHER

ALL

A Warm Welcome!
We warmly welcome all of our visitors! It’s good to have you with us!
Egg Hunt
Today, Sunday, April 27th, (rain date: May 4th). Each
family is requested two bring baskets for their
children and two dozen filled plastic eggs. Questions? Please see Mat. Emily.
The Paschal Greeting
During the forty days of Pascha, Orthodox Christians greet one another with the words, “Christ is risen!” They likewise respond with
the words, “Indeed He is risen!” And to show that the Good News of
the Resurrection is for all of mankind, we often exclaim the Paschal
Greeting in many different languages.
Many Thanks to All!
Through Great Lent and Holy Week there were many
things which needed to be done (cleaning, singing,
serving, decorating, cooking, etc). Your labors, time,
and offerings did not go unnoticed but instead are
greatly appreciated! May the Risen Lord bless you!
Last Sunday’s Bulletin
If you haven’t yet picked up last Sunday’s bulletin, it is available at
the candle-stand, or on our website, orthodoxdelmarva.org.
Photos From Holy Week and Pascha
Are now available on our website: orthodoxdelmarva.org
Many thanks to the photographers! Check them out!
Contemplate the Risen Lord
 How during the 40 days after the Resurrection He showed Himself to the disciples, confirming them in the Faith;
 How His Resurrection brought great joy to those who loved Him,
but unspeakable bitterness to those who hated Him;
 How His 2nd Coming, in glory and power, will evoke different
feelings among different people – either joy or bitterness.
 How by His Resurrection, He destroyed the fear of death in the
faithful, confirming their hope in everlasting life.
The “Day of Joy”
According to pious custom, a commemoration of the dead is made
on Tuesday of Saint Thomas Week (this year, April 29th), so that, having celebrated the bright festival of Christ’s Resurrection, the joy of
the Paschal feast might be shared with those who have departed
this life in the hope of their own resurrection. On this day, we will
have a special memorial service at 9:00am.
CASH FLOWS IN APRIL 2014
OPERATING
OTHER
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FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT
ASSETS & LIABILITIES – 4/27
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ABOUT THE VICTORY OVER THE LAST ENEMY

From the Prologue of Ochrid / St. Nikolai Velimirovich
"The last enemy to be destroyed is death" (1 Cor 15:26).
Man's first enemy is the devil, the second is sin and the third is
death. The Lord Jesus conquered all three of these enemies of
the human race. By His humility, He conquered the proud devil.
By His death, He conquered sin and by His resurrection, He conquered death. In conquering all of our enemies, He invites us to
be partakers in His glorious victory. Not only that we conquer
but that we win together with Him. Only His power conquers,
only His weapons triumph. Alone we are without power and
weapons, and our enemies are fearful. But with Him, we conquer
those mightier than ourselves. What is the price that He offers to
us for His victory? A meager price, my brethren; for a very paltry
price He offers us the most precious victory. To humble ourselves and to submit ourselves to the will of God, that is the price
He seeks in order to conquer the devil for us. To die unto ourselves, to die to fleshly desires and passions, that is the price
which He seeks in order to conquer for us. To live for Him and not for ourselves, to receive Him into our
hearts, that is the price He seeks in order to conquer death for us. He conquered all enemies openly and
completely. This is the price for which He offers His victory to each of us. The Apostle Paul speaks: "But
thanks be to God Who gives us the victory through our Lord, Jesus Christ" (1 Cor 15:57).
A

THE MOST PROMINENT 1ST CENTURY JEWISH HISTORIAN ON JESUS CHRIST
No one has ever spread as much shameful slander about Christ the Lord
as the Jews. Their Talmud boils over with evil and malice toward the Lord.
But all of those worthless lies are refuted by the most prominent historian
of the Jews, Josephus Flavius, rabbi and scholar who lived toward the end
of the first century after Christ. Josephus writes: "Now there was about this
time Jesus, a wise man, if it be lawful to call him a man; for he was a doer
of wonderful works, a teacher of such men as receive the truth with pleasure. He drew over to him both many of the Jews and many of the Gentiles.
He was [the] Christ. And when Pilate, at the suggestion of the principal
men among us, had condemned him to the cross, those that loved him at
the first did not forsake him; for He appeared to them alive again the third
day; as the divine prophets had foretold these and ten thousand other
wonderful things concerning Him. And the tribe of Christians, so named
from him, are not extinct at this day." [Antiquities of the Jews, Volume 2,
Page 45 1845 Edition]. Thus wrote a man not believing in Christ but a
scholar free of prejudice and malice.

ON THE SAVING WORK OF CHRIST
He was wrapped in swaddling clothes, but when he rose from the tomb he
laid aside the shroud ... He asks where Lazarus has been laid, for he is man; but
he raises him to life, for he is God. He is sold, dirt cheap, for thirty pieces of silver, but he redeems the world, at great cost, with his own blood ... He was
weak and wounded, but he cures all infirmity, and all weakness. He was nailed
to the wood and lifted up, but he restores us by the tree of life ... He dies, but
he brings to life, and by his own death destroys death. He is buried, but he rises again. He descends into hell, but rescues the imprisoned souls.
—St. Gregory the Theologian

PASCHA TO PENTECOST: 50 DAYS OF GRACE

THE DATE OF PASCHA
According to the Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council
in Nicaea, 325, Pascha is to be celebrated on the first
Sunday, following the full moon after the vernal equinox. The significance of this day is as follows.

We are celebrating the feast of the Bright
Resurrection of the Son of God. These 50
days are days of light, joy, grace, and peace.
We especially strive to maintain what is
known as “Paschal joy.” What is this joy? Our
realized happiness that we have spiritually
died, been buried, and resurrected with
Christ. Christ’s Death and Resurrection is at
the same time our own taste of death to sin
and genuine resurrection.
Saint Paul teaches us that having died to the
“old man” (the ways of sin) we, through
Christ, have been born again in the “New
Man.” “You have been raised to life with
Christ. Set your hearts, then, on the things
that are in heaven, where Christ is seated at
the right hand of God. Let your thoughts
dwell on things there, not on things here on
earth. For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. Your real life is Christ,
and when He appears, then you too will appear with Him in glory.” (Colossians 3:1-4)

The vernal equinox not only marks the beginning of
spring for us in the northern hemisphere, but it is also
the time when every place on earth is directly touched
by the light of the sun and there are twelve hours of daylight and twelve hours of night. While the sun lightens
one half of the earth during the day, the full moon lightens the other half by night. The Sunday following this
astronomical phenomenon is the brightest Sunday of Newness of life has been given to us by and
the year – the Sunday of Great and Holy Pascha.
in Christ Jesus. It is the greatest gift. Let us
This astronomical phenomenon is a cosmic image of hold fast to it and guard it from the devil’s
how Christ unites both the spiritual and physical worlds envy. Let us be sure to be completely dead to
in the most resplendent day of His Resurrection. our old habits of passion and sin; and alive in
Throughout the hymnology of Pascha, this reality is pro- the righteousness of Jesus Christ. Let us continue to celebrate in word and dead, living:
claimed. In the Paschal Canon, we sing:
A Pascha worthy of veneration,
“Now all is filled with light: heaven and earth and
A Pascha which is Christ the Redeemer,
the lower regions. Let all creation celebrate the risA blameless Pascha,
ing of Christ in Whom we are established!”
A Pascha of the faithful!
“This is the bright and saving night, sacred and supremely festal. It heralds the radiant day of the
Liturgical Notes:
Resurrection on which the timeless light shone
This period of great festivity and joy finds its
forth from the tomb for all!”
liturgical expression in the following manner:
In Genesis we read how God on the first day created
light and separated the light from the darkness; the light  We great each other with the Paschal salutation, “Christ is risen! Indeed He is risHe called day and the darkness He called night. When
en!” for 40 days, until Ascension Day.
Christ rose from the dead on Sunday, the first day of the
week, He inaugurated a new creation, a new era, in  We do not kneel or make prostrations either at church services or in our homes
which He would give to the world the never-waning
until the “Kneeling Prayers” at Pentecost.
Light of His Resurrection. The Gospel reading for the

The Paschal Troparion, “Christ is risen
Pascha Liturgy proclaims this mystery:
from the dead” is sung or said at the be“In the beginning was the Word… and the Word
ginning or end of all prayers until the
was God… All things were made by Him… In Him
Leave-taking of Pascha on the Eve of Aswas life; and the life was the light of men… The
cension.
light shines in darkness and the darkness over The prayer, “O Heavenly King” is omitted
comes it not.” (John 1:1,3-5)
until Pentecost, being replaced with the
Troparion of Pascha and then Ascension.

TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE OF CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP

3. A Roman currency often associated with stewardship.
5. At his home the woman anointed Christ’s feet.
7. First female steward.
8. Human love (in Greek).
9. First steward.
11. Stewardship frees us from this sin.
15. First person to offer a non-flesh offering.
16. It is more blessed to ____ than to receive (Acts 20:35).
17. An unfaithful steward is guilty of this sin (Mal. 3:8).
18. God requires of us the ______ fruits.

1. 10% of income.
2. Patient, kind, not jealous.
4. Made of soft stone and held the oil that
anointed Christ’s feet.
6. Often confused with stewardship.
10. St. Paul wrote a book on their generosity.
12. A manager of God’s property.
13. He made the first animal offering.
14. Godly love (in Greek).
19. By-product of creation.

1. Tithe
2. Love
3. Talent
4. Alabaster
5. Simon
6. Philanthropy
7. Eve
8. Phileo
9. Adam
10. Corinthians
11. Covetousness
12. Steward
13. Abel
14. Agape
15. Cain
16. Give
17. Robbery
18. First
19. Time
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