Christ the Savior Orthodox Church
10315 Carey Road; Berlin, MD 21811
302-537-6055 (church) / orthodoxdelmarva.org /
frjohn@orthodoxdelmarva.org

BULLETIN OF JUNE 15, 2014

SUNDAY, JUNE 15TH

All Saints
8:40a.m. Prebaptismal Prayers
9:00a.m. Baptismal Div. Liturgy
Coffee Hour/Open Pool

SATURDAY, JUNE 21ST
9:00a.m. Baptismal Service
6:00p.m. Great Vespers

SUNDAY, JUNE 22ND

All Saints of North America
8:40a.m. Hours
9:00a.m. Divine Liturgy
Thanksgiving Prayer at
end of Academic Year
Coffee Hour/Open Pool
On the Spirit in the Church
What the soul is to the body of
man, the Holy Spirit is to the Body
of Christ - the Church. As the soul
animates the body, so does the
Holy Spirit animate the Church.
Saint Augustine

READER SCHEDULE
Sunday, June 22nd
Joanne Patrick
Sunday, June 29th
Gabriela Jones
CASH FLOWS THROUGH 5/31/14
OPERATING
OTHER

ALL

A Warm Welcome!
We warmly welcome all of our visitors! It’s good to have you with us!
Congratulations and Many Years
to Nicholas David Reynolds, together with his parents
and sponsors, on his Holy Baptism! May the Lord grant
them all many blessed years!
The Fast of Ss. Peter & Paul
begins on Monday, June 16th (the day after All Saints
Sunday) and extends until the celebration of the feast
of the Holy Apostles on June 29th.
Upcoming Baptisms
 Sunday, June 15th: Nicholas David Reynolds
 Saturday, June 21st: Liam Alexander Moss
Prayer for Graduates – Sunday, June 22nd
As we come to the conclusion of the academic year, we
offer thanks to God for His blessings. This prayer will be
offered at the end of the Liturgy on Sunday, June 22nd.
Open Pool
Following the Divine Liturgy and until 1pm, the pool
will be open for swimming. A certified lifeguard will be
on duty, but parents should still watch their children.
Be safe and enjoy! Questions? Please see Fr. John.
Sync your Smartphone
From orthodoxdelmarva.org, you can sync the mission’s
liturgical calendar to your smart-phone, Google calendar, Outlook, iCalendar, etc.. Check it out!
Offerings: Did You Know?
 In July, our mission resumes paying assessments ($393/month)
to support the diocese of Washington and the OCA.
 Altar wine or items from the “Liturgical Needs” list, posted at the
candle stand, can be donated for the health of or in memory of
our loved ones.
 Offerings: 1) help the Church fulfill her work and 2) help us grow
in Christ. Offerings are a matter of faith not just finances.
Church Work Day – Saturday, June 28th
We are looking for 8-12 people to assist with a few projects on the parish grounds on Saturday, June 28th from
9am-12:00pm. Following the work, a lenten cookout
will be offered and the pool will be open. Please come. We need
your help. Question? See George Kaloroumakis.
CASH FLOWS IN JUNE 2014
OPERATING
OTHER

ALL

FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT
ASSETS & LIABILITIES – 6/15
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OUTREACH

By Fr. William DuBovik
What do we do now? It’s a question many may ask ther’s guidance, the Son’s love and the Holy Spirit’s
when assessing their parish and its direction as inspiration, in what direction we want to go. Let us
they seek to witness for Christ in their parish and in be careful as we embark that our goal is to share
their local community.
Christ’s truths and not just to share our budgetary
Desiring to respond to the call of Christ, to Baptize expenses with others, seeking persons to fill seats
all nations, and with a love for all of our sisters and and to pay their fair share or dues. Why would God
brothers in Christ to bring them to the fullness of guide us in growth if our motivations are not out
God’s call, we have begun to implement parts of a of love, but are selfish?
program that helps us visibly witness for Christ, The following are proposals for Outreach, some of
sharing His message with others. We share these which our parish has attempted, others to which
ideas, not as new, earth-shattering revelations, but we are aspiring:
as an outline that might be of use in helping to fur- Outreach-Car-Pooling: There are people who
ther enliven our parishes.
cannot come to church because they do not drive,
Outreach, with the goal of bringing more people or no longer drive. Forms can be distributed to find
into the true faith as expressed in the historic those who need and would like a ride, and to idenchurch of Orthodox Christianity, is accomplished in tify others who would be willing to drive someone
many ways. We do this, or
from their area to church.
seek to do this, so that othOutreach-Advertising: A
ers may be transformed
society that a couple of
and may come to know
years ago got excited over
God in the fullest way posa stuffed red animal that
sible-the only true and
produces an electronic
fruitful motivation for such
laugh when you press on
efforts. Of course, each one
its
stomach-otherwise
of us must grow ourselves
known
as
“Tickle Me Elmo”The Great Commission
as Christians so that we can
is a society that attests to
Go and teach all nations, baptizing them in
reflect Christ in our lives to
the effectiveness of adverthe name of the Father and of the Son and
others. This is a true mistising. Our parish has alloof the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe
sionary effort. Still, it is
cated funds and earmarked
all things, whatever I commanded you. And,
good to make efforts to
contributions to increase
behold, I am with you all the days until the
give our Church greater
advertising in the local
end of the world. Amen.
visibility and to let people
newspapers-not just that
know what the Orthodox
Matthew 28:19-20
we are here, but with mesfaith can offer.
sages of who we are and
Studies show that of those who join a Church, what we believe. We have seen some fruits from
from 70 to 90 percent come because of family or a this effort, at least as far as having persons visit us
friend. We need to keep this in mind in any efforts for services, even if they have not yet joined the
we make to share our faith with others. Even with parish.
this statistic, we are left with some 20 percent who Outreach-Community Relations: How can we
come for other reasons-moving into an area, at- relate to the neighborhoods in which we find ourtracted by programs, seeking a new faith, looking selves? Will we become just commuter churches?
for truth, church school, etc., and we need to find Some say the latter is impossible to sustain over a
ways to appeal to them.
long period, and that a church needs to reach out
Outreach For The Right Reasons
to its neighborhoods. Don’t we have an obligation
Ideas and the voluntary efforts to carry out Out- as Christians to do just that-taking Christ’s mesreach programs are welcome as long as they are sage to all people?
consistent with our Faith. Traditionally, through Outreach-Liturgical Life: Our liturgical life is the
parish bazaars, special programs and activities that reason for our being, and if we enthusiastically
are publicized, people in the community learn of come to as many services as possible, we are in a
our presence. We need to do more, however, and a position to invite others and encourage others to
parish needs to decide, prayerfully with the Fa- come. Lukewarm adherents will not attract others.

Only those with a passion to worship will. Imagine
creating a traffic jam, not for a tag sale or bazaar
but for Liturgy! For major feast days and special
church observances, we should make a statement
by taking the day off from work and by keeping
our children home from school to attend the Liturgy… Overall, liturgical life must be renewed, and
this does not involve a committee or a meeting,
but each person making a commitment to Christ.
This is of utmost importance for our lives as well as
our witnessing for the Lord. Will some lead the way
and encourage others to follow their example?
Outreach-Flyers: Distributing flyers about the
church is another possibility. Parishioners can go
door-to-door, post them on store bulletin boards,
give them out on corners and at stores.
Outreach-Libraries: Are there books on Orthodoxy at all libraries in the region? Let’s check and
see what libraries will accept in donations of books
on Orthodoxy as well as Orthodox newspapers
and periodicals. Can we sponsor the appearance of
an author who has written about Orthodoxy at a
library or bookstore?
Outreach-Telephone: Many people enjoy talking
on the telephone. How about calling someone
who has not been seen in church lately, or someone who comes sporadically whom we may feel is
in danger of falling away? How about calling a
non-Orthodox friend or acquaintance, inviting
them to come and see?
Outreach-Welcoming: Our parish does have
greeters who do a good job of welcoming guests.
They provide mini-forms for the guests to fill out
so they can then receive follow-up contact. Greeters wear nametags and move out to welcome
guests. They do not wait for guests to approach
them. One consideration is to have a “Nametag
Sunday” periodically, on which each person wears
a nametag. There are people at church, new and
not so new, who may not know everyone’s name,
or who perhaps have forgotten it.
Outreach-Special Activities: Our parish’s
“Russian Tea Room” and Bazaar, while a
fund-raiser, is a wonderful opportunity to
meet new people. We hold church tours
throughout the event.
Outreach-Education: We are beginning a library, and have offered
opportunities for adult education.
Most importantly, we learn through
our worship as we listen to the
hymns and prayers, especially
om the verses for the appoint-

ed feast days. Our icons also tell us about the
meaning of what we commemorate. In our worship, God speaks to us in many ways and feeds us
– body and soul.
Outreach-Computer Age: We need good access
to the internet. We need to study how we can best
utilize our own website to reach out in this advanced age of technology.
Outreach-Other Publicity: Our parish sends a
schedule of our services each year to the colleges,
universities and hotels in the area, welcoming all. If
one sees a calendar without Orthodox holy days,
one can write to the company. School systems can
be notified about holy days, but at least a year in
advance. Significant church information can be
sent to television and radio stations as well as
newspapers. Making a "pest" of oneself can be
fruitful. We also can correct erroneous statements.
We can write letters to the editor.
Outreach-Ministries: Perhaps there is a special
ministry in which a parish would like to be involved, such as a ministry to recovering alcoholics,
to widows and widowers, to the abused. This is an
excellent form of Christian compassion that can
result in outreach. Our parish has begun to develop a relationship with an organization that assists
pregnant women and newborns.
My sisters and brothers in Christ, these are a few
ideas that come to mind when we think of Outreach. You may want to add more, or eliminate
some. What is important is that we do not just talk
about ideas but that we act to bring them to fruition. How bold and determined will we be? What
small mustard seeds of ideas are awaiting our nurturing so they will sprout and grow into huge
trees?
We need with openness and most importantly
with faith in the power of God to look at our parish-where it is and where it is going. Whether any
or all of these projects results in even one new
member will be according to God’s will. Just as
importantly, with the Grace of God, trying some
of these ideas can reinvigorate us, and be a
response to any lurking stagnation or backsliding that threatens. We know, too, that
an individual or family that focuses only on itself is one in danger. So, too, is a
parish. Projects such as these will turn
us outward. And, finally, we do need to
try to respond to our Lord’s command
to “Go and Teach All Nations, Baptizing
them in the Name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.”

ABOUT ORTHODOXY: THE SAINTS

From The Orthodox Church by Bp. Kallistos Ware
Symeon the New Theologian describes the saints
as forming a golden chain:
The Holy Trinity, pervading everyone from first to
last, from head to foot, binds them all together…
The saints in each generation, joined to those who
have gone before, and filled like them with light,
become a golden chain, in which each saint is a
separate link, united to the next by faith, works,
and love. So in the One God they form a single
chain which cannot quickly be broken.
Such is the Orthodox idea of
the communion of saints. This
chain is one of mutual love
and prayer; and in this loving
prayer the members of the
Church on earth, ‘called to be
saints’, have their place.
In private an Orthodox Christian is free to ask for the prayers of any member of the
Church, whether canonized or
not. It would be perfectly
normal for an Orthodox child,
if orphaned, to end his evening prayers by asking for the intercessions not only
of the Mother of God and the saints, but of his own
mother and father. In its public worship, however,
the Church usually asks the prayers only of those
whom it has officially proclaimed as saints; but in
exceptional circumstances a public veneration
may become established without any formal act of
canonization. The Greek Church under the Ottoman Empire soon began to commemorate the
New Martyrs in its worship, but to avoid the notice
of the Turks there was usually no official act of
proclamation: the v of the New Martyrs was in
most cases something that arose spontaneously
under popular initiative. The same thing happened
under Communism with the New Martyrs of Rus-

sia: for a long time they were honored in secret by
believers in what was then the Soviet Union, but it
was only after 1988 that it became possible for the
Russian Church openly to proclaim them as saints.
Reverence for the saints is closely bound up with
the veneration of icons. These are placed by Orthodox not only in their churches, but in each
room of their homes, and even in cars and buses.
These ever-present icons act as a point of meeting
between the living members of the Church and
those who have gone before.
Icons help Orthodox to look
on the saints not as remote
and legendary figures from
the past, but as contemporaries and personal friends.
At Baptism an Orthodox is
given the name of a saint, as a
symbol of her or his entry into
the unity of the Church which
is not only the earthly Church,
but also the Church in heaven.
Orthodox usually have a special devotion to the saint
whose name they bear; usually
they keep an icon of their patron saint in their
room and daily ask for his or her intercessions. The
festival of their patron saint they keep as their
Name’s Day, and to most Orthodox this is a date
far more important than one’s birthday. In Serbia
each family has its own particular saint, and on the
saint’s day the family as a whole observes a collective celebration known as the Slava.
An Orthodox Christian invokes in prayer not only
the saints but the angels, and in particular her or
his guardian angel. The angels ‘fence us around
with their intercessions and shelter us under their
protecting wings of immaterial glory.’

ORTHODOXWIKI.ORG: RECOGNITION AS SAINTS
The people of the church do not create saints, they recognize as saints those whom God
himself has glorified, seeing in their lives true love for God and their neighbors. From the
beginning, the Church recognized the righteous ancestors of Christ, forefathers, as gracefilled men and women whose lives were pleasing to God. Also the prophets who predicted
Christ's coming and the apostles and evangelists who proclaimed the Gospel were assumed to be saints.
Next the martyrs and confessors who risked their lives and shed their blood in witness to Christ were also recognized as saints. In time, ascetics who followed Christ through self denial, were numbered
among the saints. Bishops and priests who fought against heresy and proclaimed the true faith are recognized by the Church as saints. Today, holy people, in all walks of life, can be recognized as saints.

