FHARISEE

PUBLICIN

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 21°'
Publican and Pharisee Sunday
8:40a.m. Hours
9:00a.m. Div. Liturgy

Coffee Hour

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 27™
6:00p.m. Great Vespers

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 28™
Prodigal Son Sunday
8:40a.m. Hours
9:00a.m. Div. Liturgy

Coffee Hour

Church School 1 &2

Looking Ahead:

Mar. 6" — Meat-fare Sunday
Mar. 13* — Cheese-fare Sunday
Mar. 14" — Great Lent Begins
Mar. 14-19* — Clean Week
Mar. 20™ — Sun. of Orthodoxy

X X X X X

READER SCHEDULE

Sunday, Feb. 28"
Alexis Oleynik

Sunday, Mar. 6t
Megan Borodulia

Christ the Savior Orthodox Church

10315 Carey Road; Berlin, MD 21811
302-537-6055 (church) / orthodoxdelmarva.org /
friohn@orthodoxdelmarva.org

BULLETIN OF FEBRUARY 21,2016

A Warm Welcome!
We warmly welcome all of our visitors! It's good to have you!

Fast-free Week
As a reminder, during the week of the Publican and Pharisee, Feb-
ruary 21-28, we do not fast, even on Wednesday and Friday.

What are Meat-fare (3/6) and Cheese-fare (3/13) Sundays?
These are the finals days we partake of meat and dairy products,
respectively, until Pascha. During the week before Great Lent,
called Cheese-week, though we aren’t parking of meat anymore,
dairy products are permitted on every day, including Wednesday
and Friday. This week is meant to help transition us into the season
of the Great Fast. Questions? Health concerns? Please ask Fr. John.
S

1# giveness Sunday, for on this day we ask each other’s
forgiveness, remembering that there can be no true

fast, no genuine repentance, no reconciliation with God, unless we
are at the same time reconciled with one another. Don’t miss it!

The Rite of Forgiveness - Sunday, March 13*
The day before entering the Great Fast is called For-

Save the Date - Women’s Outing
March 3rd @ 5:30pm - The Irish Penny Pub and Grill - Salisbury, MD.

Parish Council Installation - Sunday, March 20*

On March 20%, the 2016 Parish Council will be installed
at the end of the Divine Liturgy. The first meeting will
take place on this day following the coffee hour. All
council members are reminded to prepare themselves for this high
calling and important day with prayer, reflection, the sacrament of
Confession, and Holy Communion.

Volunteers Needed!
Altar servers and ushers are needed to properly offer the divine ser-
vices to the Lord. We are in need to volunteers. Please see Fr. John.

Alexis Oleynik to Join OCMC in Guatemala! X%
Our very own Alexis Oleynik will be traveling to Guate- %
mala this summer as part of OCMC 2016 Health Care

Team, where she will be serving as a nurse in Aguacate and the
neighboring villages. This is a tremendous opportunity for her to
serve the Lord and for us to join her by both prayerfully and finan-

cially supporting her. The cost to send Alexis is $1,345 plus airfare.
Let us show her our full support!
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ASK FATHER: 3 QUESTIONS / 3 ANSWERS

Question: Exodus 33:11 states that Moses met God face to face as man speaks with a friend, Genesis
1:27 states that God created man in His own image, and Genesis 3:9 -11 states that newly fallen man
was hiding from God who was calling out to him. Does this provide sufficient justification for creat-
ing icons of God even in the Old Testament?

Answer: There are a number of Old Testament references which speak
to us as if God had physical attributes, although He is pure spirit, outside
time and space, and transcendent above creation as Creator. This is be-
cause God communicates with us in many ways, including our common
rhetorical manner of using physical things to explain higher concepts
and/or the spiritual world. For example, the commonly heard expres-
sions, “love is an open door” or “love is blind”, reveal to us something
about the character of love, which would otherwise be more difficult to
express or comprehend without employing these metaphors.

This is how we would understand God walking in the Garden of Eden
with Adam and Eve, meeting “face to face” with Moses, showing His back
parts to Elijah, etc.. These images or phrases speak to us about the de-
gree of closeness or lack thereof in man’s relationship with the personal
God, whose divine nature is purely spiritual not physical. Now very interestingly, these Scriptures not only
reveal something of the character of God but they also, in a prophetic way, even start to form within our
minds mental images or conceptual icons of God, even in the Old Testament when actual physical icons
of God were not permitted. In other words, these Scriptural images begin to prepare us for the mystery of
the Incarnation, who the Prophets first saw with their spiritual eyes before the Apostles later saw with their
bodily eyes. However, of course, in the Old Testament, these were merely shadows, anthropomorphic
types or prefigurements of God’s later and greater self-disclosure which was still yet to come, and for this
reason, the command that man was not to create any graven image remained in effect. And so, before
the Incarnation, icons of God were forbidden, yet, at the same time, the Lord was using all of this Old Tes-
tament imagery to prepare His people for the coming mystery of the invisible God becoming visible man.

Question: So, it is the Incarnation that allows us to make “graven images”?

Answer: Well, yes and no. After the Incarnation, the blessing is given to make icons, as God actually en-
tered into His creation, no longer with types and symbols, but Himself, personally; the “Word became flesh”
becoming the “visible image (icon) of the invisible Father”. It is this Person, who can and should be de-
picted because He has chosen, through the Incarnation, to make Himself visible as the first Icon, and also

“To AT1ON MA\JAH?HGN Himself making and giving copies of His likeness to St. Veronica and King
Abgar of Edessa. Yet, at the same time, the command, “do not make for
yourselves graven images”, remains in full effect as Christ never stops for-
bidding us to make false idols for ourselves. But now, He adds to this neg-
ative prohibition against idolatry, a positive command to not only record
His life-giving words with ink on parchment but also to record with paint
on wood what He looks like — the vision that He Himself says, “many eyes
have longed to see”. And so, since Apostolic times, we proclaim our Faith
in words and images, because, through the Incarnation, we have not only
heard but also seen the long foretold and much anticipated vision of the
one true God, whose icon is not a man-made but God-revealed.

Now, it is important to understand, that it is only the Lord’s human nature
that we depict, not His divine nature, even though He is the God-man, a
single Person. Inicons as in the flesh, Jesus Christ is at the same time both
visible according to His humanity and invisible according to His divinity;
remember, only the pure in heart are able to see that He was and is God.




Finally, it naturally follows that since we can only depict the
human nature which the Son of God has taken upon Himself,
we cannot depict the Person of God the Father who has never
taken physical form of any kind, and likewise we cannot depict
the Person of the Holy Spirit, except for using the temporary,
physically visual forms which He Himself used at certain his-
torical events as part of His own self-disclosure; for instance,
in the forms of a dove at the baptism of Christ or the tongues
of fire on Pentecost.

Question: Why do some icons, depicting, for instance, the
creation of Adam, show Christ creating Adam, when at
that time, the Son of God was not yet man?

Answer: When in Orthodox iconography, Christ is depicted in an Old Testament event, like the creation
of Adam, He is usually show in the glory of a mandorla (an almond-shape light), which indicates that what
is being shown majestically transcends the ordinary vision of the event; in other words, there is something
more here than meets the eye. This is also the case with the icons of the Transfiguration, the Ascension,
the Second Coming and other such important events, where the mandorla is used to indicated that a
measure of the glory of Christ’s divinity is being revealed - a glory not able to be depicted visually. At other
times, the Church uses the halo as the sacred symbol for the uncreated glory of the Almighty God.

The Patristic tradition teaches that it was the pre-Incarnate Christ, who together with the Father and the
Spirit, not only created Adam but also was his prototype or archetypal model. Adam, as we know, was
made in the image and likeness of God, that is, his humanity was made to be in accordance with God's
divinity. Adam originally fell away from his high calling to find his fulfillment in God, and Jesus Christ came
as the new Adam, who fulfilled th{||| || |l




