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BULLETIN OF MAY 22,2016

A Warm Welcome!
We warmly welcome all of our visitors! It's good to have you!

The Parish Council
will meet on Sunday, May 22, following the coffee hour. All are
welcome to attend the meeting, which will be held in the church.

The Feast of Mid-Pentecost

is celebrated this year on Wednesday, May 25". On this
feast we bless water, recalling how the Lord cried out to
all in the midst of the feast, “If anyone thirsts let him
come to me and drink!” The Vespers and Blessing of Wa-
ter will be served on Tuesday, May 24™ at 7:00pm, and
the Divine Liturgy will be served on Wednesday, May 25
at 9:00am. All are encouraged to attend!

About Holy Water

SUNDAY, MAY 22"
Sunday of the Paralytic
8:40a.m. Hours
9:00a.m. Divine Liturgy

Coffee Hour ) . f
Parish Council Meeting Th.e vyater that will be blessed on Mld—Pentecost‘may be used for
drinking (health of soul and body) and for blessing (homes, cars,
TUESDAY, MAY 24™

gardens, etc.). Holy Water is grace-filled and offers health, protec-
tion, and sanctification. Often a bottle of Holy Water is kept in the
refrigerator for frequent use throughout the year.

7:00p.m. Great Vespers w/
Blessing of Water

WEDNESDAY, MAY 25™ Annual Memorial Day Pilgrimage

Mid-Pentecost The Memorial Day Pilgrimage to St. Tikhon’s Monas-

8:40a.m. Hours tery in South Canaan, PA is Monday, May 30%. If you

9:00a.m. Divine Liturgy are interested in going, please let Fr. John know. T T S

SATURDAY, MAY 28™ o, A Supporting A Local Pregnancy Center

6:00p.m. Great Vespers A charitable drive, “Bottles of Blessing!”, is underway. You

SUNDAY, MAY 29™ E E can pick up a Baby Bottle after services to take home and

Sunday of the Samaritan Woman collect your loose change (cash and checks also ac-

8:40a.m. Hours cepted!). Return your bottle on Fathers’ Day. This is to benefit The

9:00a.m. Divine Liturgy Shirley Grace Pregnancy Center in Berlin where women are cared
Coffee Hour for both materially and spiritually during their pregnancy. Call 443-

513-4124 if you'd like more information.

Two Suggestions

READER SCHEDULE 1) Invite someone new to church; 2) Talk to someone new today.
Sunday, May 29t Have An Idea?
Alexis Oleynik Do you have any idea that you would like to share about

> our Mission? Please let Fr. John or one of the Council

Sunday, June 5%
know as we always look for ways to improve the Mission!

Megan Borodulia
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MIDFEAST OF PENTECOST

The time of Pentecost is 50 days. Indeed, the word Pentecost, means “fifty.” In the
middle of the feast, that is on the 25" day, always a Wednesday, we celebrate the feast
known as Mid-Pentecost. The feast unites and connects Pascha (the beginning) with
Pentecost (the ending).

The symbol of water provides the theme for the feast of Mid-Pentecost. “Whoever is
thirsty should come to Me and drink.” As the Scriptures says, “Whoever believes in
Me, streams of life-giving water will pour out from his heart.” Christ said this about
the Spirit which those who believe in Him were going to receive (John 7:37-38).
This passage is also part of the Gospel reading for the Sunday of Pentecost.

Anticipating the gift of the Holy Spirit by Christ, the Troparion and Kontakion
of Mid-Pentecost express the yearning of the believer with these words:

Troparion Kontakion

In the middle of the Feast, O Savior, fill my thirst- Christ God, the Creator and Master of all, cried to all
ing soul with the waters of godliness, as Thou in the midst of the feast of the law: Come and draw
didst cry to all: If anyone thirsts let him come to the water of immortality! We fall before Thee and
Me and drink! O Christ God, Fountain of our life, faithfully cry: Grant us Thy bounties, for Thou art
glory to Thee! the Fountain of our life.

A Blessing of Water takes place on this feast. We may bring vessels to church the next time we come
for services so as to bring the newly-blessed waters to our homes.

THE ICON OF MID-PENTECOST
From the Incarnate God - Volume 2

The iconography adopted by the Church to illus- Christ declares His independence from Joseph and
trate Mid-Pentecost shows us Jesus Christ teaching  Mary, escaping their tutelage. He tells them about
in the Temple, just as in the Gospel. Christ is sitting  His unique link with God the Father. He accepts fil-
at the center of a circle of Jewish scholars and ial obedience to the end, an obedience which
wise men. These express their amaze- : will lead Him all the way to the Cross.
ment at His knowledge: “How is it “Not My will, but Thy will be done!”
that this Man has learning, when
He has never studied?” (John
7:15). In answer to this ques-
tion, Jesus speaks of His con-
nection to the Father, of His di-
vine origin.

" 'N) Divine Wisdom is revealed to
the doctors of the Law who ad-
mire the wisdom of the Child, re-
vealing Jesus as the Child-Em-
manuel announced by the
Prophets (Isaiah 7:14). The au-
thority of His teaching is already
first encounter in the Temple confirmed during His infancy,
with the doctors of the Law - for “He is before all things,” He
this is the episode described by T "~ precedes creation (Colossians
St. Luke, when Jesus was twelve years old (Luke 1:17 and Proverbs 8:22-30), “He is begotten, not
2:41-50). “Did you not know that | must be in My made, of one essence with the Father” (the Creed).
Father's house?,” He says to His worried parents, He is “the Wisdom, the Word, and the Power of
thus openly declaring that He is the Son of God and  God” (From Matins of Pascha).

that He must carry out His mission. On that day,

Most often, the icons of Mid-
Pentecost represent Christ's




Ask Father: 2 Questions /2 Answers
Q. As Orthodox Christians, people of the New Testament, are we required to keep the Sabbath?

A. This is a good question for a couple of reasons: 1) you are concerned about what God requires of us,
and 2) you ask about that often misunderstood day called the Sabbath.

Let’s look at the question about what is required of us. The short answer is that nothing is required of us.
When God gave us free will, He meant it. The Lord didn’t create robots with remote controls. He created
human beings in His image and likeness - totally free to make decisions for themselves, totally free to
choose right or wrong, good or evil, life or death. The Lord doesn’t require anything of us.

Well, then you say, why does He punish us if we don’t



