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BULLETIN OF APRIL 22, 2018
A Warm Welcome!
We warmly welcome all our visitors. It’s good to have you with us!
Congratulations and Many Years!
Today we will have the Baptism of both Wiley Demetrius
and Oliver, sons of Derek and Ashly Keller. We congratulate
them as well as their sponsors, the entire family and friends.
May the Lord God grant them all heath, strength, salvation,
furtherance in every good thing and many blessed years!
The Marriage of Sarah Keller and Kevin Kostyk
will take place at Christ the Savior on Friday, April 27th, at 6pm. Everyone
is invited to the wedding. May the Lord’s blessing be upon them!

SUNDAY, APRIL 22ND
Holy Myrrh-bearing Women
8:40a.m.
9:00a.m.

Pre-Baptismal Prayers
Baptismal Divine Liturgy
Coffee Hour

Meeting of Parents
Sincere appreciation is expressed to the parents who participated in last
Sunday’s important meeting. May the Lord bless you and your families!
Photos the Egg Hunt
Are now available on our website: orthodoxdelmarva.org.
Thanks to the photographers and parents! Check them out!

SATURDAY, APRIL 28TH
5:00p.m.
6:00p.m.

Bible Study
Great Vespers

Bible Studies Have Resumed
on Saturdays at 5:00pm before the Great Vespers. All are welcome to attend and bring a friend! We are studying the Gospel
of St. Matthew but discussion extends to other topics as well.

SUNDAY, APRIL 29TH
Sunday of the Paralytic
8:40a.m.
9:00a.m.

Hours
Divine Liturgy
Coffee Hour

Witnessing to the Resurrection
And so the apostles gave witness of
the resurrection of the Lord Jesus with
great power. And great grace was on
them all. Then the word of God
spread, and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly. (Acts)

READER SCHEDULE
Sunday, April 29th
Joanne Patrick
Sunday, May 6th
Gabriela Vlahovici-Jones

Many Thanks To:
1) those who stay after the Divine Liturgy and other services to clean the
chapel, and 2) those who prepare food for and clean-up after the coffee
hour each Sunday. Your efforts are greatly appreciated!
Schedule Change
Unfortunately, there will be no services for Mid-Pentecost, May 1-2, this
year as Fr. John has been called away to work on filming projects with
Met. Tikhon. Sincere apologies are offered for the change and late notice.
Appreciation is Expressed
To the donors of a new laptop so that the treasurer can manage the financial books! May the Lord bless you for your generosity!
Two Suggestions
1) Invite someone new to church; 2) Talk to someone new today.
Have An Idea?
Do you have any idea that you would like to share about our
Mission? Please let Fr. John or one of the Council know as we
always look for ways to improve the Mission!

CASH FLOWS THROUGH 3/31/18
OPERATING
Income
Expense

OTHER
Income
Expense

21,918

4,100

27,699

2,000

CASH FLOWS IN APRIL 2018
ALL
Net
-3,681

FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT

OPERATING
Income Expense

OTHER
Income Expense

ALL
Net

Available

8,358

1,000

-875

5,950

9,233

1,000

AS OF: 4/22
Restricted
Savings
5,234

12,000

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PASCHA: FEAST OF THE HOLY MYRRHBEARERS
From Goarch.org
The third Sunday after the Feast of Holy Pascha is observed by the Orthodox Church as the Sunday of
the Holy Myrrhbearers. The day commemorates when the women disciples of our Lord came to the
tomb to anoint his body with myrrh-oils but found the tomb empty. As the woman wondered what this
meant, angels appeared proclaiming that Christ had risen from the dead.
About the beginning of His thirty-second year, when the Lord Jesus was going throughout Galilee,
preaching and working miracles, many women who had received of His beneficence left their own
homeland and from then on followed after Him. They ministered unto Him out of their own possessions, even until His crucifixion and entombment; and afterwards, neither losing faith in Him after His
death, nor fearing the wrath of the Jewish rulers, they came to His sepulcher, bearing the myrrh-oils
they had prepared to anoint His body. It is because of the myrrh-oils that these God-loving women
brought to the tomb of Jesus that they are called Myrrh-bearers.
Of those whose names are known are the following: first of all, the most holy Virgin Mary, who in Matthew 27:56 and Mark 15:40 is called "the mother of James and Joses" (these are the sons of Joseph by a
previous marriage, and she was therefore their step-mother); Mary Magdalene (celebrated July 22);
Mary, the wife of Clopas; Joanna, wife of Chouza, a steward of Herod Antipas; Salome, the mother of
the sons of Zebedee; Mary and Martha, the sisters of Lazarus; and Susanna. As for the names of the rest
of them, the evangelists have kept silence (Matthew 217:55-56; 28:1-10; Mark 15:40-41).
Luke 8:1-3; 23:55-24:11, 22-24. John 19:25; 20:11-18. Acts 1:14.) Together with them we celebrate also
the secret disciples of the Savior, Joseph and Nicodemus. Of these, Nicodemus was probably a Jerusalemite, a prominent leader among the Jews and of the order of the Pharisees, learned in the Law and
instructed in the Holy Scriptures. He had believed in Christ when, at the beginning of our Savior's
preaching of salvation, he came to Him by night. Furthermore, he brought some one hundred pounds
of myrrh-oils and an aromatic mixture of aloes and spices out of reverence for the divine Teacher (John
19:39). Joseph, who was from the city of Arimathea, was a wealthy and noble man, and one of the counselors who were in Jerusalem. He went boldly unto Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus, and together
with Nicodemus he gave Him burial. Since time did not permit the preparation of another tomb, he
placed the Lord's body in his own tomb which was hewn out of rock, as the Evangelist says (Matt. 27:60).

ON DEATH AND RESURRECTION IN CHRIST

St. Gregory the Theologian
Yesterday I was crucified with Him; today I am glorified with Him. Yesterday I
died with Him; today I am made alive with Him. Yesterday I was buried with
Him; today I am raised up with Him.
Let us offer to Him Who suffered and rose again for us ... ourselves, the possession most precious to God and most proper. Let us become like Christ, since
Christ became like us. Let us become Divine for His sake, since for us He became
Man. He assumed the worse that He might give us the better. He became poor
that by His poverty we might become rich. He accepted the form of a servant that we
might win back our freedom. He came down that we might be lifted up. He was tempted that through
Him we might conquer. He was dishonored that He might glorify us. He died that He might save us. He
ascended that He might draw to Himself us, who were thrown down through the fall of sin. Let us give
all, offer all, to Him who gave Himself a Ransom and Reconciliation for us.
We needed an incarnate God, a God put to death, that we might live. We were put to death together
with Him that we might be cleansed. We rose again with Him because we were put to death with Him.
We were glorified with Him because we rose again with Him.
A few drops of Blood recreate the whole of creation!

THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST

From These Truths We Hold
The Resurrection of Christ the Redeemer is the completion of
the Great Work for the redemption of mankind from enslavement to Satan and corruption; the power of sin is destroyed
and Death itself is abolished. The Resurrection of Christ grants
every one the right to call himself a child of God; it is the return
of Paradise lost, the threshold of the Holy of Holies of immortal
life and communion with God. St. Paul tells us that if there had
been no Resurrection then our Christian faith would have
been deprived of any foundation or value: If Christ has not
been raised, then our preaching is in vain and your faith is in
vain... If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you
are still in your sins (1 Cor. 15:14, 17).
But Christ is risen; He rose the First among the sons of earth,
and thus manifested His Might and His Divine Power. Through
our forefather's disobedience to God, sin took possession of
human nature, and brought decay and death in its wake. But Christ abolished original sin and cleansed
the fallen Adam (Eph. 1:7). With His divine blood He raises man into a new creation (1 Cor. 15:13-26).
The Holy Orthodox Church triumphs, exults and rejoices, magnifying and extolling Christ's glorious Resurrection, the great and wonderful manifestation of Divine Love and Forgiveness and the beginning of
everlasting life. On this Feast of Feasts, this Triumph of Triumphs, the Holy Church exults in her love for
her beloved Bridegroom, Who rose from the tomb for our salvation, and summons us, Her faithful children, to this eternal Feast of angels and men. This greatest feast, illuminated by the light from on high,
is a divine prefiguration of the general resurrection of all those who have died from the beginning of
time. And this is so because, as the Paschal Hymn so triumphantly proclaims: Christ is risen from the
dead, trampling down death by death, and upon those in the tombs bestowing life!

ON THE STATE OF THE SOUL AFTER DEATH
“God is not the God of the dead, but of the living.” – Matthew 22:32
The state in which the soul finds itself from its departure
from the body in biological death to its reunion with the
body at the Second Coming of the Lord is called the intermediate or middle state. This condition, brought
upon by death, is not natural to man as it temporarily
disrupts his unity of body and soul. However, it was permitted by God so that sin would not reign forever and so
that man’s body could be created anew in a spiritualized
fashion in the Age to come.
During this time, the souls of the departed do not wander the earth but instead immediately enter either Paradise or Hades, where they experience a foretaste of
Heaven or Hell. Neither Paradise nor Hades should not
be thought of as a physical
place since they are experienced without the body,
instead we should understand them as spiritual
states of being which reflect one’s relationship to
God.
In Paradise, the righteous
live a comfortable and free
life, with God and His angels, in eager expectation of
their future glory when they are reunited with their bodies. Here they live in communion with each other constantly praising the Lord. And since neither the personality nor the memory is destroyed by death, the souls of
the righteous are able to recognize and communicate
with each other. St. Simeon the New Theologian writes,
“even those who never knew each other in the
flesh in this world will know each other there, for
as it is impossible for the Father not to recognize
the Son or the Son the Father, likewise the saints
too, when they have become gods by grace, by
having God indwelling within them, will be able to
recognize each other …”
While, on the other hand, in Hades the unrepentant sinners live in grief and affliction, like those already condemned who await the judge’s final decision. Those in
Hades are unable to recognize each other. This is not

because their personhood or memory was destroyed by
death, but because they chose to live without harmony
and loving communion with God and their fellow man.
St. Macarius the Great writes figuratively that those in
this terrible place cannot even look one another in the
face because “the back of one is attached to the back of
another.”
Therefore, the souls in the intermediate state not only
live in a state of conscious expectation of their final sentence at the Dread Judgment but they also already partake in part of the joys of Heaven and the torments of
Hell. In this sense, Paradise and Hades are considered
the antechambers of Heaven and Hell respectively, since
in them souls experience a
foretaste of the Age to
come. Those in Paradise partake in part of the joys of
Heaven and those in Hades
partake in part of the sufferings of Hell. This experience
is partial or incomplete because reunion with the body
has not yet taken place.
St. John Chrysostom teaches that until the general resurrection the righteous souls in Paradise will remain “uncrowned” because the crowning of the soul must take
place together with the body. Here he cites St. Paul,
who in Hebrews, writes that the righteous of the Old
Testament, even though they had received a good report through faith, had not yet received the promise,
and would not be made perfect apart from us.
In Revelation, St. John the Theologian writes that those
souls who had been slain for the Word of God and for
the witness they had borne cry out to the Lord for their
blood to be avenged. But the Lord gave them white
robes and told them to rest a little longer, until the number of their servants and their brethren should be complete.
Thus, the middle or intermediate state is one of expectancy and anticipation for the righteous in Paradise, but
one of fear and trembling for the unrepentant in Hades.

