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BULLETIN OF SEPTEMBER 9, 2018 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 9TH           
Sunday Before the Cross 
Ss. Joachim and Anna 
9:00a.m. 
 
 

Hours 
Divine Liturgy 
Coffee Hour / Open Pool 

                           

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 11TH            
St. Silouan of Athos 
9:00a.m. Akathist 
 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 13TH            
7:00p.m. Great Vespers w/ Litiya 
 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 14TH          
Exaltation of the Precious Cross 
One of the Twelve Great Feasts   
8:40a.m. 
9:00a.m. 

Hours 
Divine Liturgy 

 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 15TH  
5:00p.m. 
6:00p.m. 

Bible Study 
Great Vespers 

 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 16TH           
17th Sunday of Pentecost 
9:00a.m. 
 
 

Hours 
Divine Liturgy 
Coffee Hour / Open Pool 
Parish Council Meeting 

  
 

 

READER SCHEDULE 
Sunday, September 16th    
       Gabriela Vlahovici-Jones 
Sunday, September 23rd                                          
       Rdr. Nicholas Borodulia 

  

A Warm Welcome! 
We warmly welcome all our visitors! It’s good to have you with us! 

Exaltation of the Holy Cross – September 14th 
This feast commemorates the finding of the True Cross of 
Christ by St. Helen, the mother of St. Constantine the Great.  
On this day, Fr. Daniel Hubiak was ordained to the Holy Priest-
hood. Fr. Daniel and Mat. Dunia also celebrate their anniver-
sary of marriage on September 16th. We wish them many blessed years! 

“Polar Bear Club” Sunday – September 16th  
Next Sunday will be the final day for swimming after the 
Divine Liturgy. All are welcome to take one last dip in the 
“frigid” waters. Parents please watch your children even 
though a lifeguard is on duty. Today, the pool will be 
closed because of the weather. 

Did You Know We’re on Facebook? 
“Like” us to receive our posts, and so that your friends can get to know 
your church a little. Who knows who else may “Like” us too? 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Christ-the-Savior/202922375995 

Bible Studies    
are being held on Saturday evenings at 5:00pm in the “Quiet 
Room”, and conclude just before the Vespers at 6:00pm. Eve-
ryone is invited to attend. Questions are welcome and discus-
sion is lively. Come and see! 

Going to the Hospital?  
Please let your priest know, so that he can add you to the 
prayer list, or, if you like, pay you a visit.  If you know 
someone else is in the hospital please let Fr. John know.  

Safety First 
Please be attentive to our children’s safety; especially in 
the parking lot and pool. Parents are asked to please stay 
with their children at all times or leave them in the super-
vision of another adult. 

The Parish Council 
will meet on Sunday, September 16th for the 3rd quarterly meeting. Full 
reports will be presented. All are welcome to attend! 

Haven’t Seen Someone in a While? 
Give them a call. See how they are doing. Let them know that 
you not only miss them but also care enough to see if every-
thing is okay. A kind word can go a long way. 

CASH FLOWS THROUGH 7/31/18 CASH FLOWS IN AUGUST 2018 FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT 

OPERATING OTHER ALL OPERATING OTHER ALL AS OF: 9/9 

Income Expense Income Expense Net Income Expense Income Expense Net Available Restricted Savings 

68,529 73,864 10,510 7,880 -2,705 1,961 9,233 0 0 -7,272 7,905 4,964 12,000 



THE EXALTATION OF THE CROSS 
Celebrated on September 14th  

Saint Helen, the mother of Saint Constantine the Great, when 
she was already advanced in years, undertook, in her great pi-
ety, the hardships of a journey to Jerusalem in search of the 
cross, about the year 325. A temple to Aphrodite had been 
raised up by the Emperor Hadrian upon Golgotha, to defile and 
cover with oblivion the place where the saving Passion had 
been suffered. The venerable Helen had the statue of Aphro-
dite destroyed, and the earth removed, revealing the Tomb of 
our Lord, and three crosses. Of these, it was believed that one 
must be that of our Lord, the other two of the thieves crucified 
with Him; but Saint Helen was at a loss which one might be the 
Wood of our salvation. At the inspiration of Saint Macarius, 
Archbishop of Jerusalem, a lady of Jerusalem, who was already 
at the point of death from a certain disease, was brought to 
touch the crosses, and as soon as she came near to the Cross of 
our Lord, she was made perfectly whole. Consequently, the 

precious Cross was lifted on high by Archbishop Macarius of Jerusalem; as he stood on the ambo, and 
when the people beheld it, they cried out, "Lord have mercy." It should be noted that after its discovery, 
a portion of the venerable Cross was taken to Constantinople as a blessing. The rest was left in Jerusa-
lem in the magnificent church built by Saint Helen, until the year 614. At that time, the Persians plun-
dered Palestine and took the Cross to their own country (see Jan. 22, Saint Anastasius the Persian). Late, 
in the year 628, Emperor Heraclius set out on a military campaign, retrieved the Cross, and after bringing 
it to Constantinople, himself escorted it back to Jerusalem, where he restored it to its place. 

 

LONG-HANDLED SPOONS 
By and unknown author 

A holy man was having a conversation with the Lord one 
day and said, 'Lord, I would like to know what Heaven and 
Hell are like.' The Lord led the holy man to two doors. 

He opened one of the doors and the holy man looked in. 
In the middle of the room was a large round table. In the 
middle of the table was a large pot of stew, which smelled de-
licious and made the holy man's mouth water. The people sitting around 
the table were thin and sickly.  They appeared to be famished. They were 
holding spoons with very long handles that were strapped to their arms and each 
found it possible to reach into the pot of stew and take a spoonful. But because the handle was longer 
than their arms, they could not get the spoons back into their mouths. The holy man shuddered at the 
sight of their misery and suffering. The Lord said, 'You have seen Hell.' 

They went to the next room and opened the door. It was exactly the same as the first one. There was 
the large round table with the large pot of stew which made the holy man's mouth water. The people 
were equipped with the same long-handled spoons, but here the people were well nourished and 
plump, laughing and talking. The holy man said, 'I don't understand.' 

It is simple,' said the Lord. 'It requires but one skill. You see they have learned to feed each other, while 
the greedy think only of themselves.' 

 



ON THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD 
By St. Silouan the Athonite 

The Father so loved us that He gave us His Son; but 
such was the will of the Son too, and He became in-
carnate and lived with us on earth. And the holy 
Apostles and a multitude of people beheld the Lord 
in the flesh, but not all knew Him as the Lord; yet it 
has been given to me, a poor sinner, through the 
Holy Spirit to know that Jesus Christ is God. 
The Lord loves man and reveals Himself to man. 
And when the soul beholds the Lord she humbly re-
joices in the Master's compassion, and from that 
hour her love for her Creator is greater than her any 
other love: though she may see all things and love 
all men, yet will she love 
the Lord above all. 
The soul suddenly sees the 
Lord and knows that it is 
He. Who shall describe this 
joy, this gladness? The Lord 
is made known in the Holy 
Spirit, and the Holy Spirit 
pervades the entire man - 
soul, mind and body. After 
this wise is God known in 
heaven and on earth. 
The Lord in His boundless 
mercy granted this grace 
to me, a sinner, that others 
might come to know God 
and turn to Him. I write out of the grace of God. Yea, 
this is truth. The Lord Himself is my Witness. 
The Merciful Lord gave the Holy Spirit on earth, and 
by the Holy Spirit was the Holy Church established. 
The Holy Spirit unfolded to us not only the things of 
the earth but those too which are of heaven. 
The Prophets, the beloved of the Lord, rejoiced in 
the Holy Spirit, wherefore the words that they spake 
were mighty and pleasant, for every soul would 
hear the word of the Lord. 
Filled with love the holy Apostles went into all the 
world, preaching salvation to mankind and fearing 
nothing, for the Spirit of God was their strength. 
When St Andrew was threatened with death upon 
the cross if he did not stay his preaching he an-
swered: 'If I feared the cross I should not be preach-
ing the Cross.' 
In this manner all the other Apostles, and after them 
the martyrs and holy men who wrestled against 

evil, went forward with joy to meet pain and suffer-
ing. For the Holy Spirit, sweet and gracious, draws 
the soul to love the Lord, and in the sweetness of 
the Holy Spirit the soul loses her fear of suffering. 
The Lord is love; and He commanded us to love one 
another and to love our enemies; and the Holy 
Spirit teaches us this love. 
The soul that has not come to know the Holy Spirit 
does not understand how it is possible to love one's 
enemies, and will not receive this commandment; 
but in the Lord is pity for all men, and he who would 
be with the Lord must love his enemies. 

How may we know 
whether the Lord loves us 
or no? 
Here are tokens: If you bat-
tle firmly against sin the 
Lord loves you. If you love 
your enemies you are even 
more beloved of God. And 
if you lay down your life for 
others you are greatly be-
loved of the Lord, who 
Himself laid down His life 
for us. 
The man who has known 
the Lord through the Holy 
Spirit becomes like unto 

the Lord, as St John the Divine said: 'We shall be like 
him; for we shall see him as he is.' And we shall be-
hold his glory. 
Many numbers of people, you say, are suffering 
every kind of adversity and from evil men. But I en-
treat you: Humble yourself beneath the strong 
hand of God, and grace will be your teacher and you 
yourself will long to suffer for the sake of the love of 
the Lord. That is what the Holy Spirit, whom we 
have come to know in the Church, will teach you. 
But a man who cries out against evil men, who does 
not pray for them will never know the grace of God. 
If you would know of the Lord's love for us, hate sin 
and wrong thoughts, and day and night pray fer-
vently. The Lord will then give you His grace, and 
you will know Him through the Holy Spirit, and after 
death, when you enter into paradise, there too you 
will know the Lord through the Holy Spirit, as you 
knew Him on earth. 



We do not need riches or learning in order to know 
the Lord: we must simply be obedient and sober, 
have a humble spirit and love our fellow-men. The 
Lord will love a soul that does this, and of His own 
accord make Himself manifest to her and instruct 
her In love and humility, and give her all things nec-
essary for her to find rest in God. 
We may study as much as we will but we shall still 
not come to know the Lord unless we live according 
to His commandments, for the Lord is not made 
known through learning but by the Holy Spirit. 
Many philosophers and scholars have arrived at a 
belief in the existence of God, but they have not 
come to know God. To believe in a God is one thing, 
to know God another. 
Both in heaven and on earth the Lord is made 
known only by the Holy Spirit, and not through or-
dinary learning. Even children, who have no learn-
ing at all, come to know the Lord by the Holy Spirit. 
St John the Baptist felt the presence of the Lord 
while still In his mother's womb. St Simeon Stylites 
was a seven-year-old boy when the Lord appeared 
to him and he knew Him; St Seraphim a grown man 
of twenty-seven when the Lord showed Himself to 
him during the Liturgy; and another Simeon was 
stricken with years when he received the Lord in his 
arms in the temple, and knew Him. 
Some there are who spend their whole lives in try-
ing to find out about the sun, or the moon, or in 
seeking like knowledge; yet this is of no profit to the 
soul. But if we take pains to explore the human 
heart this is what we shall see: the kingdom of 
heaven in the soul of the saint, but in the soul of the 
sinner are darkness and torment. And it is good to 
know this because we shall dwell eternally either in 
the kingdom or in torment. 
Just as the love of Jesus Christ is beyond our under-
standing so we cannot conceive of the depth of His 
suffering, because our own love for the Lord is so 
infinitely small. But with greater love comes more 
understanding even of the Lord's sufferings. There 
is love in small degree, medium love and perfect 
love; and the more perfect our love the more per-
fect our knowledge. 
We are able to treat of God only in so far as we have 
known the grace of the Holy Spirit; for how can a 
man think on and consider a thing that he has not 
seen or heard tell of, and does not know? Now the 
Saints declare that they  have  seen  God;  yet  there 

are people who say that God is not. No doubt they 
say this inasmuch as they have not known God, but 
it does not at all mean that He is not. 
The Saints speak of that which they have actually 
seen, of that which they know. They do not speak of 
something they have not seen. (They do not tell us, 
for instance, that they have seen a horse a mile long 
or a steamer ten miles long, which do not exist.) 
And I think that, if God were not, there would be no 
intimation of Him on earth; but people want to live 
after their own fashion and consequently they de-
clare that God is not, and in so doing they establish 
that He is. 
Even the souls of the heathen sensed that God is, 
though they were ignorant how to worship the true 
God. But the Holy Spirit instructed the Prophets of 
old and after them the Apostles and then our holy 
Fathers and bishops, and in this wise the true faith 
came down to us. And we knew the Lord by the 
Holy Spirit, and when we knew Him our souls were 
confirmed in Him. 
The Lord loves us so dearly that it passes descrip-
tion. Through the Holy Spirit alone can the soul 
know His love, of which she is inexpressibly aware. 
The Lord is all goodness and mercy. He is meek and 
gentle, and we have no words to tell of His good-
ness; but the soul without words feels this love and 
would remain wrapped in its quiet tranquility for 
ever. Christ said: 'I will not leave you comfortless', 
and we see, in truth, that He did not forsake us but 
gave us the Holy Spirit. 
O ye peoples of the earth, fashioned by God, know 
your Creator and His love for us! Know the love of 
Christ, and live in peace and thereby rejoice the 
Lord, who in His mercy waits for ill men to come 
unto Him. 
Turn to Him, all ye peoples of the earth, and lift your 
prayers to God. And the prayers of the whole earth 
shall rise to heaven like a soft and lovely cloud lit by 
the sun, and all the heavens will rejoice and sing 
praises to the lord for His sufferings whereby He 
'.saved us. Know, all ye peoples, that we are created 
for the glory of God in the heavens. Cleave not to 
the earth, for God is our Father and He loves us like 
beloved children. 
O Lord grant to all nations to know Thee by Thy 
Holy Spirit. As Thou didst give the Holy Spirit to the 
Apostles and they knew Thee, so grant to all men to 
know Thee by Thy Holy Spirit. 

 


	Safety First

