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BULLETIN OF JANUARY 6, 2018
A Warm Welcome!
We warmly welcome all our visitors! It’s good to have you with us!

SUNDAY, JANUARY 6TH
Theophany of Our Lord
One of the Twelve Great Feasts
8:40a.m. Hours
9:00a.m. Div. Liturgy / Coffee hour

MONDAY, JANUARY 7TH
St. John the Baptist
9:00a.m. Akathist

SATURDAY, JANUARY 12TH
5:00p.m. Bible Study
6:00p.m. Great Vespers

SUNDAY, JANUARY 13

TH

Sunday After Theophany

8:40a.m. Hours
9:00a.m. Div. Liturgy / Coffee hour

Holy Theophany
This Great Feast of the Lord commemorates His baptism in
the Jordan River and the revelation of the Holy Trinity. The
Blessed Water may be brought home in appropriate vessels
(glass/plastic jars without commercial labels).
House Blessing
If you would like your home blessed, please sign-up in the
back and Fr. John will contact you to arrange the blessing.
Increased December Offerings
Many thanks to all who increased their offerings, making special donations to help successfully reach our operating goal! Sincere appreciation
to the recent donors of $8,000 for the new church sign! May God bless!
Parking Lot Expansion
Only $1,700 more is needed to finish the 2017 expansion of the
parking lot. The funds are required to backfill and grade the areas
next to the new parking spaces and exit road. May the Lord bless!
2019 Annual Meeting
will be on Sunday, January 27, following the coffee hour.
Everyone is asked to set aside this day, making a special effort to attend. The Council will meet on January 20.
The March for Life in Washington – Friday, Jan. 18th
This annual event mourns the legalization of abortion in 1973
and affirms the sanctity of human life at all stages of development. All Orthodox Christians are encouraged to attend. If interested or need more info, please see Fr. John.
Auditors Are Needed
If you would like to serve as one of the two required auditors of the parish
financial accounts or if you have any questions as to what this entails,
please see Fr. John. The annual audit is both important and required.
Please consider offering your talents in this regard.

Responding to the Sins of Others
St. Basil’s Bread
Rebuke no one, criticize no one, not even
Last Sunday, we kept the custom of St. Basil's Bread (The Vasilthose who live very wickedly. Spread
opeta). This year the coins were received by David Hill, Joseph
your robe over those who fall into sin,
Dunbar, Ramona Sterca and Tatyana Chistyakova. May the Lord
each and every one, and shield them.
grant them many blessed years!!
And if you cannot take the fault on yourself and accept punishment in their Have Something on Your Mind?
Feel free to talk to your priest. Fr. John can be reached anytime via phone,
place, do not destroy their character.
St. Isaac the Syrian 302-537-6055 or email, frjohn@orthodoxdelmarva.org.
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THE THEOPHANY OF OUR LORD, GOD, AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST
Celebrated on the 6th Day of the Month January, by Fr. Stephen Janos

Theophany is the Feast which reveals the Most Holy Trinity to the world through the Baptism of the Lord
(Mt.3:13-17; Mark 1:9-11; Luke 3:21-22). God the Father
spoke from Heaven about the Son, the Son was baptized
by the St John the Forerunner, and the Holy Spirit descended upon the Son in the form of a dove. From ancient times this Feast was called the Day of Illumination
and the Feast of Lights, since God is Light and has appeared to illumine "those who sat
in darkness," and "in the region of
the shadow of death" (Mt.4:16),
and to save the fallen race of mankind by grace.
In the ancient Church it was the
custom to baptize catechumens
at the Vespers of Theophany, so
that Baptism also is revealed as
the spiritual illumination of mankind.
The origin of the Feast of Theophany goes back to Apostolic
times, and it is mentioned in The
Apostolic Constitutions (Book
V:13). From the second century we have the testimony
of St Clement of Alexandria concerning the celebration
of the Baptism of the Lord, and the night vigil before this
Feast.
There is a third century dialogue about the services for
Theophany between the holy martyr Hippolytus and St
Gregory the Wonderworker. In the following centuries,
from the fourth to ninth century, all the great Fathers of
the Church: Gregory the Theologian, John Chrysostom,
Troparion - Tone 1
When Thou, O Lord, was baptized in the Jordan the
worship of the Trinity was made manifest, for the voice
of the Father bore witness to Thee and called Thee His
beloved Son. And the Spirit, in the form of a dove, confirmed the truthfulness of His word. O Christ, our God,
Who hast revealed Thyself and hast enlightened the
world, glory to Thee!

Ambrose of Milan, John of Damascus, commented on
the Feast of Theophany.
The monks Joseph the Studite, Theophanes and Byzantios composed much liturgical music for this Feast,
which is sung at Orthodox services even today. St John
of Damascus said that the Lord was baptized, not because He Himself had need for cleansing, but "to bury
human sin by water," to fulfill the Law, to reveal the mystery of the Holy Trinity, and finally,
to sanctify "the nature of water" and
to offer us the form and example of
Baptism.
On the Feast of the Baptism of
Christ, the Holy Church proclaims
our faith in the most sublime mystery, incomprehensible to human
intellect, of one God in three Persons. It teaches us to confess and
glorify the Holy Trinity, one in Essence and Indivisible.
The Church shows the necessity of
Baptism for believers in Christ, and
it inspires us with a sense of deep
gratitude for the illumination and purification of our sinful nature. The Church teaches that our salvation and
cleansing from sin is possible only by the power of the
grace of the Holy Spirit, therefore it is necessary to preserve worthily these gifts of the grace of holy Baptism,
keeping clean this priceless garb, for "As many as have
been baptized into Christ, have put on Christ" (Gal 3:27).
On the day of Theophany, all foods are permitted, even
if the Feast falls on a Wednesday or Friday.
Kontakion – Tone 4
Today Thou hast shown forth to the universe, and Thy
light O Lord has shone on us, who with understanding praise Thee. Thou hast come and revealed Thyself, O Light unapproachable.

A WORD ABOUT PRAYER
An Instruction of St. Theophan the Recluse (†1894)
The essence of evening prayer is to thank God for the day and for everything that one has met in the course of it, both good and bad. For the
wrong which has been done, one must repent and ask for forgiveness,
promising to make amends the next day; also one prays to God for protection during sleep.
The essence of morning prayer is to thank God for sleep and revitalization, and to ask Him for help to do things throughout the day for His glory.
Say your prayers with all your heart and mind. Make known to God your vital needs, both spiritual and
material, speaking to God like a child: “See, Lord, my infirmities and weakness! Help me and heal me!”
Never read a prayer hurriedly. Try to learn your prayers by heart. This greatly aids undistracted prayer.
A prayer must be learned just like anything else.

QUESTIONS ON THE HOLY SCRIPTURES
What is the shortest prayer in the Bible?
What famous building did the Romans destroy in 70 AD?
Which book of the Bible was written by a tax collector?
What book ends with the warning, “Keep yourselves from idols.”
Who did Christ send fishing for money to pay the temple tax?
What king was hailed as a god but then struck down by an angel
of the Lord?
7. At what event did a cloud hide Jesus from the Apostles’ sight?
8. What did Joseph accuse his brothers of stealing?
9. Who said, “Behold the handmaiden of the Lord.”
10. Who, using John as a scribe, wrote to the 7 churches in Asia?

1. Lord, save me.(Matt. 14:30)
2. The Temple in Jerusalem.
3. The Gospel of St. Matthew.
4. The 1st Epistle of St. John
5. St. Peter (Matt. 17:24-27)
6. Herod Agrippa (Acts 27:1-3)
7. The Ascension (Acts 1:9)
8. His silver cup. (Gen. 44:1-17)
9. The Virgin Mary (Luke 1:38)
10. The Lord (Rev. 1-3)

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

ON CEASELESS PRAYER
By St. Basil the Great

Prayer is a request for what is good, offered by the devout to God. But we do not restrict this
“request” simply to what is stated in words… We should not express our prayer merely in syllables, but the power of prayer should be expressed in the moral attitude of our soul and in
the virtuous actions that extend throughout our life… This is how you pray continually – by
joining yourself to God through your whole way of life, so that your life becomes one continuous and uninterrupted prayer.

FROM MERE CHRISTIANITY
By C. S. Lewis
A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said would not be a great
moral teacher. He would either be a lunatic - on the level with a man who says he is a
poached egg - or he would be the devil of hell. You must take your choice. Either this
was, and is, the Son of God, or else a madman or something worse. You can shut Him up for a fool or
you can fall at His feet and call Him Lord and God. But let us not come with any patronizing nonsense
about His being a great human teacher. He has not left that open to us. He did not intend to.

GUIDELINES FOR PRAYERFUL CONSIDERATION








Giving in proportion to what God has done for each of us: Luke 12:48.
Giving regularly (weekly, monthly), as encouraged in 1 Corinthians 16:2.
Giving “first fruits” (or the promised amount) first: Nehemiah 10:35.
Giving sacrificially: 1 Chronicles 21:24.
Giving cheerfully and joyfully: 2 Corinthians 9:8.
Giving to care for the needs of others: Galatians 6:10.
Giving likens us to God: John 3:16.

JANUARY CONGRATULATIONS!
Anniversaries:
1/2

David & Patricia McAlpin

Birthdays:
1/1
1/5
1/6
1/9
1/10
1/12
1/13
1/19
1/23
1/26
1/31

Hazel Moss
Constantine Mitsopoulos
David Hill
Ekaterina Golub
Alexandra Fedotova
Nada McFarland
Matthew McFarland
Francis Abdow
Howard Peters
Sebastian Klimitchev
Fr. Christian Lesinsky
Nicholas Fenzel

Namesdays:
1/1

LEARNING TO LOVE

St. Basil the Great
Basil Cook
Walter Basil Casserly
St. Seraphim of Sarov
Damiana Seraphine Milite
St. Genevieve of Paris
Hazel Genevieve Moss
St. John the Baptist
Joanne Bushman
Ioana Davidson
John Kokkinos
St. Gregory of Nyssa
Gary Gregory Casserly
St. Tatiana of Rome
Tatiana Chistyakova
St. Anthony the Great
Antonio Kokkinos

By Jordan Bajis
1/2
The call of the Church is to continually realize what it is: the Body of
1/3
Christ. We need to agree with God's perspective concerning what
He has done with humankind through Christ, and then rediscover
1/7
what it means to be a people who live in the communion of His love.
The Church is a family, an organism, a community, and unless the
world is able to see this reality by the way we love one another, our
own message of Life will mock us… The Church is first and last a
1/10
manifestation of God's love. If we are to manifest this Church, we
must love in divine measure (Jn 13:35).
1/12
The first step in meeting this challenge to love demands that we
1/17
come against our own apathy. In our society, we have redefined
"love" to mean "warmly tolerate." As long as someone does not ask
too much of us in our relationships, and as long as the exit from intimacy remains accessible, we can be "loving." In other words, as long as we do not "hate" our brethren,
we "love" them. This is not the love of communion. Christian love is not indifferent. It commits itself to
others tangibly, practically, and daily. It requires interpersonal risk, it takes the initiative to heal, and it desires to meet the genuine needs of others. If we long to love with this kind of integrity and sincerity, we
will love the way God does: in Community and communion.

