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SUNDAY, AUGUST 25TH   
10th Sunday After Pentecost 
8:40a.m. 
9:00a.m. 

Hours 
Div. Liturgy 
Prayers for Academic Year 
Coffee Hour / Open Pool 

 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 28TH    
7:00p.m. Great Vespers 
 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 29TH    
Beheading of St. John the Baptist 
Strict Fast Day 
8:40a.m. 
9:00a.m. 

Hours 
Div. Liturgy 

 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 31ST    
5:00p.m. 
6:00p.m. 

Bible Study 
Great Vespers 

 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 1ST    
Church New Year 
8:40a.m. 
9:00a.m. 

Hours 
Div. Liturgy 
Coffee Hour / Open Pool 

  
 

 

What is more becoming than to adorn 
the Church, which is the shadow of the 
heavenly Jerusalem, so beautifully 
described by St. John? If it was meet and 
proper to adorn Solomon's temple, 
which contained only the Ark of the 
Lord, how much more fitting is it to 
decorate our churches, which contain 
the Lord of the Ark?. 

St. Sebastian Dabovich  
  

A Warm Welcome! 
We warmly welcome all our visitors! It’s good to have you with us! 

Prayers for Teachers and Students – August 25th  
We will ask God’s blessing for the academic year on Sunday, 
August 25th.  Teachers and students will be asked to come for-
ward near the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy. 

Strict Fast Day – August 29th  
On Thursday, August 29th, we remember the Beheading of St. 
John the Baptist. This day is kept as a strict fast day. Please be 
attentive – no meat, dairy, or fish. Divine Services will be held 
on the Eve and the Day. 

The Church New Year – September 1st  
When we start another year whether it be civil or ecclesiastical, we have 
the opportunity to reflect upon the past and make changes for a better 
future.  Let us ask ourselves:  What practical changes can I make which will 
allow the Lord to act more in my life?  Can I do more in my spiritual life – 
prayer, study, almsgiving, stewardship?  Can we do more as a community 
– outreach, charity, evangelism?  How can I personally and we collectively 
play a part in making this coming year better than the previous year? 
Did You Know We’re on Facebook? 
“Like” us to receive our posts, and so that your friends can get to know 
your church a little. Who knows who else may “Like” us too? 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Christ-the-Savior/202922375995 

Bible Studies    
are being held on Saturday evenings at 5:00pm in the “Quiet 
Room” and will conclude just before the Vespers at 6:00pm. 
This is a great and enjoyable way to learn together about 
your Faith. Everyone is invited to attend. Questions are wel-
come and discussion is lively. Come and see! 

Open Pool    
After the Divine Liturgy, the pool will be open for swim-
ming until 1pm. A certified lifeguard will be on duty, but 
parents should still watch their children. Notes: 1) Swim-
ming will begin after the food is blessed. 2) Toys, food, and 
garbage should be cleaned up before leaving for home. 
“Polar Bear Club” Sunday – September 15th  
The final day for swimming during the coffee hour will be Sunday, 9/15. 

Going to the Hospital?  
Please let your priest know, so that he can add you to the 
prayer list (public or private), or, if you like, pay you a visit.   

 
 

 
OPERATING EARMARKED ACCOUNTS READER SCHEDULE 

THRU 7/31 THIS  MONTH THIS  YEAR THRU 7/31 THIS  MONTH THIS  YEAR OPERATING 12,127 8/25 Megan Wilkinson 
INCOME 66,104 5,651 71,755 15,110 0 15,110 EARMARKED 18,839 9/1 Rdr. George Kaloroumakis 

EXPENSE 64,827 9,261 74,088 2,885 0 2,885 SAVINGS 12,000 9/8 Gabriela Vlahovici-Jones 
NET +1,277 -3,610 -2,333 +12,225 0 +12,225 BUILDING  5,000 9/15 Beth Dunbar 

 



THE BEHEADING OF SAINT JOHN THE BAPTIST [ST. MATTHEW 14:1-12] 
Commemorated on August 29th – From the Prologue of Ochrid 
Herod Antipas, son of the elder Herod, who was the slayer of the children of Bethlehem 
at the time of the birth of the Lord Jesus, was ruler of Galilee at the time when John the 
Baptist was preaching. This Herod was married to the daughter of Aretas, an Arabian 
prince. But Herod, an evil sprout of an evil root, put away his lawful wife and unlawfully 
took unto himself Herodias as his concubine, the wife of his brother Philip, who was still 
living. John the Baptist stood up against this lawlessness and strongly denounced 
Herod who then cast John into prison. At the time of a banquet in his court in Sebastia 
in Galilee Salome, the daughter of Herodias and Philip, danced before the guests. The 
drunken Herod was so taken by this dance that he promised Salome that he would give her whatever she asked 
of him, even though it be half of his kingdom. Being persuaded by her mother, Salome asked for the head of 
John the Baptist. Herod gave the order and John was beheaded in prison and his head brought to him on a 
platter. John's disciples took the body of their teacher by night and honorably buried it and Herodias pierced the 
tongue of John with a needle in many places and buried the head in an unclean place. What later happened to 
John the Baptist's head can be read on February 24. However, God's punishment quickly befell this group of evil 
doers. Prince Aretas, in order to cleanse his daughter's honor, attacked Herod with his army and defeated him. 
The defeated Herod was sentenced by the Roman Caesar, Caligula, to exile at first to Gaul and later to Spain. As 
exiles, Herod and Herodias lived in poverty and humiliation until the earth opened up and swallowed them. 
Salome died an evil death on the Sikaris (Sula) river. The death of St. John occurred before the Pascha [Passover] 
but its celebration on August 29 was established because, on that day, a church which had been built over his 
grave in Sebastia by Emperor Constantine and Empress Helena was consecrated. In this church the relics of John's 
disciples, Eliseus and Audius, were also placed. 

 

FROM THE DESERT FATHERS 
Abba David said, "Abba Arsenius told us the following, as though it referred to some-
one else, but in fact it referred to himself. An old man was sitting in his cell and a voice 
came to him which said, 'Come, and I will show you the works of men.' He got up and 
followed. The voice led him to a certain place and showed him an Ethiopian cutting 
wood and making a great pile. He struggled to carry it but in vain. Instead of taking 
some off, he cut more wood which he added to the pile. He did this for a long time. 
Going on a little further, the old man was shown a man standing on the shore of a lake drawing up water and 
pouring it into a broken receptacle, so that the water ran back into the lake. The voice said to the old man, 'Come 
and I will show you something else.' He saw a temple and two men on horseback, opposite one another, carrying 
a piece of wood crosswise. They wanted to go in through the door but could not because they held their piece 
of wood crosswise. Neither of them would draw back before the other, so as to carry the wood straight; so they 
remained outside the door. The voice said to the old man, 'These men carry the yoke of righteousness with pride, 
and do not humble themselves so as to correct themselves and walk in the way of Christ. So they remain outside 
the Kingdom of God. The man cutting the wood is he who lives in many sins and instead of repenting he adds 
more faults to his sins. He who draws the water is he who does good deeds, but mixing bad ones with them, he 
spoils even his good works. So, everyone must be watchful of his actions, lest he labor in vain. 

 

ON THE BENEFITS OF ATTENDING THE LITURGY 
St. Maximos the Confessor 

It is necessary for every Christian to spend time in the holy church of God, and never to miss the 
celebration of the Divine Liturgy – for here, the holy angels have custody – they register the peo-
ple going in each time and offer their angelic intercessions on their behalf.  Each person who is 
found present at the Divine Liturgy, the grace of the Holy Spirit transforms, remolds, and truly 
remodels into a more divine image, conforming to Himself. 



THE LITURGICAL YEAR IN THE ORTHODOX CHURCH 
By Fr. Theodore Stylianopoulos 

The Liturgy and all the sacraments in the Orthodox 
Christian Church begin with the prayer: 
    "Blessed is the kingdom of the Father and the Son and 
the Holy Spirit, always, now and forever". 
The aim of all Christian living -- praying, studying, work-
ing and resting is to bring us before the awesome and 
renewing reality of the kingdom of God. Although God's 
kingdom may be described by many words (God's will, 
rule, power, lordship, majesty, glory and grace), put 
simply it is God's personal holy presence. To live in the 
reality of God's kingdom is to live in the presence of God 
-- with a sense of wonder, joy and thanksgiving in all cir-
cumstances and for all things. 
What is the significance of the liturgical year? 
The liturgical year is a way of discipline in prayer, a pat-
tern of worship, an anchor of support for the 
life of the Church. But it also has deeper 
significance. The late George Flo-
rovsky, an eminent Orthodox theo-
logian of blessed memory, has 
taught us that worship is a re-
sponse to the call of God who has 
already made known His redeem-
ing love to us through decisive 
events culminating in the person 
and ministry of Jesus Christ. Wor-
ship has two major aspects: remem-
brance (anamnesis which means not 
only historical remembrance but also 
re-living the events commemorated) and 
thanksgiving (including praise and doxology).  
Thus the liturgical year, by bringing unceasingly before 
us God's mighty deeds of salvation and the reality of 
God's kingdom in our midst, is the sanctification of time 
and thereby the true fulfillment of both personal and 
corporate aspects of our lives as Christians. Far from be-
ing simply a calendar, the liturgical year in the life of the 
Church -- the life of Christians living in community -- in 
awareness of God's kingdom, remembering the entire 
communion of Prophets, Apostles, Saints and all of 
God's people on earth and in heaven, being renewed by 
God's saving love, helping one another, witnessing to 
Christ's good news, and waiting for the fullness of the 
coming kingdom according to God's timing. 
    "If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to 
the Lord" (Rom. 14:8) Orthodox worship proclaims the 
centrality of Christ. The liturgical year celebrates the 
presence of the mystery of Christ in the life of the Church 
and seeks to make the living Christ a renewing life-
source for every Orthodox Christian. 
Do not the most important feastdays of the year cele-
brate the good news of the life and work of Christ, the 

Annunciation, His Birth, Presentation in the Temple, 
Baptism, Transfiguration, Triumphal Entry, Passion 
Week, Easter, Ascension and His gift of the Spirit on Pen-
tecost day, all of which are based on the New Testa-
ment? Do we not remember and re-live His death and 
resurrection on each Sunday (Kyriake, that is, the Lord's 
Day) and in each Liturgy? Do we not continuously hear 
about Jesus' teachings, miracles and encounters with 
men and women from all walks of life? Even the Feast-
days of the Prophets, the Apostles, the Theotokos and 
the Saints, properly understood, point to the centrality 
of Christ, the Saviour and Lord of all. 
This is the essential message of the Orthodox faith: 
Christ lives and desires to be one with us in a union of 
holy love. He is the Leader of our life and the Celebrant 

of the sacraments. He is the Good Shepherd who 
continues not only to seek out the lost 

but also to feed those who are already 
in His flock. Are we prepared to hear 

His call? Are we willing to open 
our hearts to Him? Do we seek 
Him as eagerly as He seeks us? I 
would like to end this preface 
with the image of Christ the Pur-
suer from the conclusion of St. 
John Chrysostom's 15th Homily 

on 1 Timothy, a passage to which 
George Florovsky has pointed. In 

the final part of this Homily, St. John 
Chrysostom meditates on Christ's love 

for us and exhorts Christians to glorify 
Christ for His countless material and spiritual gifts 

-- the same Christ that we often neglect and perhaps 
even secretly dislike for pursuing us and seeking to 
change our lives. Then St. John has Christ speaking to us 
in these words: 
    "But what shall I say? It is not in this way only that I 
have shown my love to you, but also by what I have suf-
fered. For you I was spit upon, I was scourged. I emptied 
myself of glory, I left my Father and came to you, who 
hate me, and turn from me, and are loath to hear my 
name. I pursued you, I ran after you, that I might over-
take you. I united and joined you to myself, "eat me, 
drink me," I said. In heaven above I hold you, and on 
earth below I embrace you. Is it not enough for you that 
I have your pledge of salvation in heaven? Does this not 
satisfy your desire? I again descended on earth (through 
the Eucharist): I not only am mingled with you, I am en-
twined in you. I am eaten, broken into tiny particles, that 
the fusion, intermingling, and union may be more com-
plete. Things united remain yet (sometimes) in their own 
limits, but I am interwoven with you. I would have noth-
ing separating us. I will that we both be one." 

 



 


