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SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 29TH     
15th Sunday of Pentecost 
8:40a.m. 
9:00a.m. 
 

Hours 
Div. Liturgy 
Blsg. of Choir & Readers 
Coffee Hour 

 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 1ST      
Protection of the Theotokos 
9:00a.m. Akathist 
 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 5TH     
5:00p.m. 
6:00p.m. 

Bible Study 
Great Vespers 

 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 6TH      
16th Sunday of Pentecost 
St. Innocent of Alaska 
8:40a.m. 
9:00a.m. 
 

Hours 
Div. Liturgy 
Coffee Hour 

  
 

 

On Evil Through Misuse 
Food is not evil, but gluttony is. Child-
bearing is not evil, but fornication is. 
Money is not evil, but avarice is. Glory is 
not evil, but vainglory is. Indeed, there is 
no evil in existing things, but only in their 
misuse. 

St. Maximus the Confessor 

  
  

A Warm Welcome! 
We warmly welcome all our visitors! It’s good to have you with us! 

Blessing of Choir and Readers – September 29th  
Today, at the end of the Divine Liturgy there will be a special 
blessing for the choir directors, member, and readers. Every-
one is asked to please be sure to attend. 

Newly Departed: Bruce John Eckerd 
With profound sorrow, yet faithful expectation of the resurrec-
tion, we mourn the passing of Bruce John Eckerd, who re-
posed on 9/26. We remember in prayer, together with Bruce, 

his family and his friends, and we offer our heartfelt condolences to his 
mother Yvonne and his brother Kenny, who are known and loved by our 
parish community. Announcements regarding funeral and burial arrange-
ments will be forthcoming.  

Haven’t Seen Someone in a While? 
Give them a call. See how they are doing. Let them know that 
you not only miss them but also care enough to see if every-
thing is okay. A kind word can go a long way. 

Did You Know? 
Many people say they love the Bible and wish they knew 
more about it. Many people also say they love the Orthodox 
Faith and wish they knew more about it. Did you know that Bible Study 
meets on Saturday evening at 5pm, and we have the opportunity to learn 
more about both the Bible and the Orthodox Faith? Unbelievable, right! 

Food for the Hungry 
A food basket has been placed in the fellowship hall. This bas-
ket is for non-perishable items which will be distributed to 
those in need.  

Appreciation is Expressed  
to those who prepare food for the coffee hour and clean-up 
the chapel and hall each Sunday morning. Your labors are 
much appreciated and worthy of emulation! 

Have a Question? 
Are you wondering about Orthodox Christianity or Christ the Savior Mis-
sion? Please feel free to ask Fr. John any questions in person, via 302-537-
6055 or frjohn@orthodoxdelmarva.org. 

Going to the Hospital?  
Please let your priest know, so that he can add you to 
the prayer list, or, if you like, pay you a visit.  If you know 
someone else is in the hospital please let Fr. John know. 
 

 
 

 
OPERATING EARMARKED ACCOUNTS READER SCHEDULE 

THRU 8/31 THIS  MONTH THIS  YEAR THRU 8/31 THIS  MONTH THIS  YEAR OPERATING 10,146 9/29 Megan Wilkinson 
INCOME 74,492 6,659 81,151 15,110 1,500 16,610 EARMARKED 13,059 10/6 Rdr. George Kaloroumakis 

EXPENSE 74,088 9,261 83,349 2,885 5,780 8,665 SAVINGS 12,000 10/13 Gabriela Vlahovici-Jones 
NET +404 -2,602 -2,198 +12,225 -4,280 +7,945 BUILDING  5,000 10/20 Beth Dunbar 

 



ON THE HUMILITY OF THE SAINTS 
St. Nicholai Velimirovich  
A saint does not shine outwardly. All of his riches are within, in his soul. A 
peasant came from afar to the monastery to see St. Sergius. When he asked 
the monks for the abbot, they told him he was working in the garden. The 
peasant went to the garden, and there saw a man in poor, ragged clothes, 
digging like any other peasant on a farm. The peasant returned to the monastery 
dissatisfied, thinking that the monks had made fun of him. So, to make things clear, he 
asked again for the glorious holy father, Sergius. Just then, Sergius returned to the monastery, and wel-
comed the peasant, serving him at the table. The saint saw into the heart of his guest, and knew the 
low opinion he had of his appearance. He consoled him by promising that he would see Sergius in a 
little while. A prince and his boyars then arrived at the monastery, and they all bowed low to St. Sergius, 
and asked his blessing. The monks then removed the peasant from the room in order to make room for 
the new guests. In amazement the peasant looked on from a distance, to see that the one he had sought 
had been nearby all the time. The peasant rebuked himself for his ignorance, and was greatly ashamed. 
When the prince departed, the peasant quickly approached the saint, fell at his feet and began to beg 
his forgiveness. The great saint embraced him and said to him: "Do not grieve, my son, for you are the 
only one who knew the truth about me, considering me to be nothing--while others were deluded, 
taking me for something great." 

 

ON THE SHARED RICHES OF THE FATHER AND THE SON 
By St. Nicholai Velimirovich 
All things that the Father hath are Mine (John 16:15). 
These are some of the last words of Christ the Lord before His passion. 
They are the weightiest words--for they reveal the divinity of Christ the 
Savior to the world, and in connection with the words, He shall receive 
of Mine, and shall show it unto you (John 16:14), also reveal the equality 
of the Holy Spirit with the Father and the Son. That which the Spirit will 
receive of Mine cannot be different or contrary to that which is the Fa-
ther's, for All things that the Father hath are Mine. Why did our Lord not 
say, "He will take Mine," but rather, He shall receive of Mine? Because 
the Holy Spirit will not reveal everything to men, but only a part of eve-
rything--as much as men can bear, and as much as is necessary for them. One part of God's gifts are 
given to the faithful on earth, and another part will be given to them in the Heavenly Kingdom. 
This heavenly part is that which the visionary Apostle describes: Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, nei-
ther have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love Him (I 
Corinthians 2:9). All this, and incomparably more, is part of Christ's possession. His possession encom-
passes not only this world, but also the other world, and it is incomparably greater and more precious 
than both worlds. Eternity is His, immortality is His, perfect might is His, perfect wisdom is His, perfect 
love is His, and perfect goodness is His, as are mercy and justice and truth. What else can we think of or 
express that is good? All perfection is His, and it transcends everything that earthly man can ever con-
ceive of. The Father has all this, the Son has all this, and the Holy Spirit has all this. All things that the 
Father hath are Mine. By these words, the indescribably wealthy One, the unequaled Son of the King, 
Jesus Christ, revealed His boundless and inconceivable riches to His disciples on the dark night when 
He was about to stand barefoot before the Jewish elders to be scourged and spat upon. 
O our God, Most-holy and Most-abundant Trinity, have mercy on us sinners, and save us. 
To Thee be glory and praise forever. Amen. 



MOVING IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION 
by Metropolitan Anthony 
We cannot partake deeply of the life of 
God unless we change profoundly. It is 
therefore essential that we should go 
to God in order that He should trans-
form and change us, and that is why, to 
begin with, we must all become con-
verts. Conversion in Latin and Hebrew 

means a turn, a change in the direction of things. 

Conversion means that instead of spending our lives in look-
ing in all directions, we should follow one direction only. It is 
a turning away from a great many things that we know are 
ultimately not good for us. The first impact of conversion is 
to modify our sense of values: God being at the center of all, 
everything acquires a new position and a new depth. All that 
is God's, all that belongs to Him, is positive and real. Every-
thing that is outside of Him ultimately has no value or mean-
ing. 

But it is not a change of mind alone that we can call conver-
sion. We can change our minds and go no further; what must 
follow is an act of will and unless our will comes into motion 
and is redirected God-wards, there is no conversion; at most 
there is only an incipient, still dormant and inactive change 
in us. 

Repentance must not be mistaken for remorse, it does not 
consist in feeling terribly sorry that things went wrong in the 
past; it is an active, positive attitude, which consists in mov-
ing in the right direction. 

It is made very clear in the parable of the two sons (Mt. 21 :28) 
who were commanded by their father to go to work in the 
vineyard. The one said, "I am going," but did not go. The 
other said, "I am not going," and then felt ashamed and went 
to work. 

This was real repentance, and we should never lure ourselves 
into imagining that to lament one's past is an act of repent-
ance. It is part of it, of course, but repentance remains unreal 
and barren as long as it has not led us to doing the will of the 
Father. We have a tendency to think that it should result in 
fine emotions and we are quite often satisfied with emotions 
instead of real, deep changes. 

Metropolitan Anthony, a highly respected bishop in the Russian 
Orthodox Church, was one of the last direct heirs to Russia's spir-
itual revival of the early 20th century. While living in London, he 
was known for his religious broadcasts into the Soviet Union.  
Metropolitan Anthony died in London after a long illness at age 
89 on August 4, 2003. 

WORDS EVERY CHRISTIAN SHOULD KNOW 

Holiness consists not only in the absence of evil or 
sin: holiness is the presence of higher spiritual val-
ues, joined to purity from sin.  God is the only one 
holy by nature.  He is the Source of holiness for an-
gels and men.  Men can attain holiness only in God, 
“not by nature, but by participation, by struggle and 
prayer” (St. Cyril). 

Asceticism is man’s struggle to keep the com-
mandments of Christ.  It encompasses not only his 
bodily and spiritual effort, but also the method by 
which he passes through the three stages of the 
spiritual life, namely: purification, illumination, and 
deification (union with God).   

Purification refers to the process by which one is 
cleansed from the passions through: 1) the rejection 
of all evil thoughts and desires from the mind and 
heart, 2) the turning of the soul’s three powers (rea-
son, desire, and will) towards God, and 3) the over-
coming of self-love by love for God and neighbor. 

Illumination refers to the process by which the 
grace of the Holy Spirit, received in Baptism, en-
lightens the person purified (or at least being puri-
fied) of the passions to the true knowledge of God 
and creation. Illumination is seen primarily in the 
gift of discernment by which one distinguishes be-
tween 1) what is from God or above nature, 2) what 
is according to nature or good, and 3) what is un-
natural or evil. 

Deification is union with God, the goal of Christian 
life; experienced in part during this life, but more 
fully and unendingly in the next.  Scripture says that 
God is a consuming fire. When man is united with 
God in the state of pure prayer, he becomes entirely 
engulfed in the flame of divine love and sees the 
Uncreated Light of Divinity. This state cannot be de-
scribed in words but is known only through experi-
ence. Union with God imparts immeasurable love, 
humility, and thankfulness. Deification is what man 
was created for from the beginning; it is what makes 
man truly man. 

 

 


