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SUNDAY, OCTOBER 27TH      
19th Sunday of Pentecost 
8:40am 
9:00am 

Hours 
Div. Liturgy; Coffee Hour 

 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 2ND  
5:00pm 
6:00pm 

Memorial: Bruce Eckerd 
Great Vespers 

 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 3RD       
20th Sunday of Pentecost 
8:40am 
9:00am 

Hours 
Div. Liturgy; Coffee Hour 
Orthodoxy 101 Class 

  
 

 

If at some time you show mercy to 
someone, mercy will be shown to 
you. If you show compassion to one 
who is suffering (and of course, this is 
not a great deed) you will be 
numbered among the martyrs. If you 
forgive one who has insulted you, 
then not only will all your sins be 
forgiven, but you will be a child of the 
Heavenly Father. If you pray from all 
your heart for salvation – even a little 
– you will be saved. If you rebuke 
yourself, accuse yourself, and judge 
yourself before God for your sins, 
with a sensitive conscience, even for 
this you will be justified. 

+ St. Moses of Optina   
  

A Warm Welcome! 
We warmly welcome all our visitors! We are especially pleased to have 
with us Fr. Thomas Soroka from St. Nicholas in McKees Rocks, PA. We sin-
cerely thank him for the excellent retreat he offered yesterday and for his 
very find preaching this morning! 

OCA Stewards Sunday – Oct. 27 
Beginning last year, His Beatitude Metropolitan Tikhon 
has asked OCA faithful to prayerfully give directly to the 
work of the OCA national organization on the last week-
end in October. Our OCA chancery in New York supports a variety of vital 
ministries for Orthodoxy in America, including missionary tools like the 
national church planting grant, the fantastic OCA website, church music 
resources that most parishes freely use, and more. His Beatitude is also 
working hard to help revitalize a nationwide network for youth ministry. 
We appreciate all these things and we need these things. I ask our entire 
parish community to consider a gift--above and beyond our tithes and of-
ferings to our parish. We do indeed support our diocese (and our diocese 
passes a small portion to the OCA national chancery), but it is an honor to 
give directly to the work of His Beatitude, who has worked tirelessly to 
support the health and growth of the Orthodox Church in America on a 
continental level! OCA Stewards Sunday is today, October the 27th. 

40th Day Memorial – Bruce John Eckerd 
On Saturday, Nov. 2nd at 5:00pm we will have the 40th Day Memorial for 
Bruce John Eckerd. There will be no Bible Study. Come and pray! 

Orthodoxy 101 Class 
A 30-minute class will be offered following the coffee hour 
on Sundays, during the months of November through Janu-
ary, which will cover the basics of Orthodox Christianity. All 
are invited to attend! 

Haven’t Seen Someone in a While? 
Give them a call. See how they are doing. Let them know that 
you not only miss them but also care enough to see if every-
thing is okay. A kind word can go a long way. 

2020 Calendars & Pocket Planners 
can be ordered via the order sheet in the back of the church. 
The calendars are $5.00 apiece and the pocket planners 
$4.00. Last call! 

Going to the Hospital?  
Please let your priest know, so that he can add you to the 
prayer list, or, if you like, pay you a visit.  If you know some-
one else is in the hospital please let Fr. John know. 

 

 
  

 
OPERATING EARMARKED ACCOUNTS READER SCHEDULE 

THRU 9/30 THIS  MONTH THIS  YEAR THRU 9/30 THIS  MONTH THIS  YEAR OPERATING 6,779 10/27 Rdr. Nicholas Borodulia 
INCOME 83,045 5,915 88,960 16,610 966 17,576 EARMARKED 13,680 11/3 Megan Wilkinson 

EXPENSE 83,349 9,261 92,610 8,665 0 8,665 SAVINGS 12,000 11/10 Rdr. George Kaloroumakis 
NET -304 -3,346 -3,650 +7,945 +966 +8,911 BUILDING  5,000 11/17 Gabriela Vlahovici-Jones 

 



DON’T DIALOGUE WITH SIN 
Fr. Ioannes Apiarius | 20 OCTOBER 2019 

Don’t dialogue with sin. Don’t engage sin. Don’t self-
identify with sin. Don’t take pride in sin. Don’t define sin 
as essential to human identity. Don’t celebrate sin. Turn 
away from sin. Flee from sin. Repent of sin. Struggle and 
fight against sin. Help others turn away from sin. Help 
them to fight against sin. Teach others to avoid sin and 
reject sin. 
“The demons want us to enter into dialogue with them. 
We must do everything we can to avoid this. The only 
way to do this is to totally ignore all their suggestions, to 
not pay any attention,” wrote Elder Sergei of Vanves. 
These are basic and universal Christian principles and 
moral precepts that keep us on the narrow road that 
leads to salvation and eternal life. They help us clear the 
weeds of destructive passions from the soil of our souls, 
and prep it for the Word of God to be implanted, take 
root, and bear much good fruit. They help us fight the 
good fight. They help us live in truth. They help us seek 
and worship the True God, not the idol many of us craft 
from our own distorted thinking and call it “god.” 

Don’t self-identify with sin. Don’t take pride in sin. 
As Fr. Thomas Hopko warned, according to the Bible 
teaching and Orthodox understanding, “humanity’s 
basic sin is not atheism. It is idolatry. In  this perspective, 
all people have their god. It is either a god (or gods) that 
they have made or others have inflicted upon them 
which they command and control; or it is the God who 
made them, whom they are commanded to worship and 
obey for their own good. In this view, there are no athe-
ists, but only idolaters.” 
These imperatives enable us to strive for holiness and al-
low the Holy Spirit to abide in us and transform us into 
the new men Christ desires for us to become. “But we all, 
with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of 
the Lord, are being transformed into the same image 

from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord” (2 
Corinthians 3:18). 
Unfortunately, in recent years, many online sites and ac-
ademic groups and publications that call themselves 
“Orthodox” have sprung up and claim to want to pro-
mote “dialogue.” Most of the “dialogue” these venues 
support questions, challenges, mocks, deconstructs, 
contradicts, and distorts Church teaching, practices, and 
theology, especially with regards to the moral teaching, 
the priesthood, the sacraments, and the definition of 
marriage. All of them have advocated a non-Orthodox 
understanding of homosexual sin and publish the work 
of pro-LGBT priests and deacons, and openly homosex-
ual academics and writers. 

They seek to distort and change the plain and direct 
teaching of the Gospels. 
Very often what passes for “dialogue” in the work of 
these pseudo-Orthodox organizations mangles the 
truth and replaces Godly wisdom with human foolish-
ness. Those advocating this “dialogue” don’t want to be 
changed by the Word of God and illumined by the wis-
dom of Jesus Christ written in the Scriptures. They in-
stead seek to distort and change the plain and direct 
teaching of the Gospels, the New Testament, and the 
Holy Orthodox Church. Instead of being judged and cor-
rected by the Word, they judge the Word and contradict 
the teaching of the Apostles, the Fathers, and the Saints 
of the Church. 
The battle against sin is not optional. It’s a requirement 
for all men. The Holy Scriptures attest to this ongoing 
warfare beginning with the Old Testament and continu-
ing with the New. God calls us to avoid sin, repent, and 
seek purity of heart and body. Christ himself com-
manded us to be perfect. “You, therefore, must be per-
fect, as your heavenly Father is perfect” (Matthew 5:48).  



Dialoguing with sin, engaging in sin, or self-identifying 
with sin all categorically contradict that commandment 
and teaching. 

This is from the devil. 
Therefore, if you are a Christian, especially an Orthodox 
Christian, you can never identify yourself as “homosex-
ual, gay, transsexual, queer, bisexual” or any other sin 
and sexual distortion included in the LGBTQIA ever-ex-
panding list. If you are Orthodox you cannot celebrate 
“Gay Pride” or support “LGBT Pride” or cheer “Happy 
Pride.” If you are an Orthodox Christian you cannot be a 
“trans advocate” or “trans ally” or “LGBT advocate.” 
Such acknowledgements are blasphemous. This is from 
the devil. This makes a mockery of the Orthodox Chris-
tian teaching on sin and holiness as it relates to human 
nature and God’s relationship with man. It advertises a 
worldly, corrupt, and false perception of the human con-
dition. 

Sin is nothing to be proud about, self-identify with, 
and dialogue with! 
Such proclamations present sin and the passions as es-
sential to human existence. They permanently unite sin 
to human nature. They define humanity by sin, in direct 
contradiction to the Scriptures, God’s commandments, 
the teaching of Christ and the Holy Fathers, and the the-
ology and dogmas of the Holy Orthodox Church, all of 
which testify that sin entered creation due to man’s dis-
obedience and rebellion against God. The Lord has said  

that sin is alien to human existence, a deadly threat that 
separates man from God. If anyone teaches differently, 
they are worshiping an idol and not the real God. Sin is 
nothing to be proud about, self-identify with, and dia-
logue with! 
Sin does not characterize men. Passions do not define 
human beings. Christians cannot self-identify with any 
sin or any passion. Orthodox Christians who believe that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, the Son and Word of the living God, 
True God of True God, the Redeemer and Saviour of all 
mankind, must reject and abandon the “gay” or “homo-
sexual” or “queer” or any other LGBT label. “You are not 
your own; you were bought with a price. So glorify God 
in your body” (1 Corinthians 6:19-20). 

 

ON LONGING FOR GOD 
By Fr. John Breck 
Within the depths of every human being there exists an insatiable longing for God. This 
is an inner force, a holy desire or yearning, that can move us out of the torpor of our daily 
life and lift us to a painful yet sublime level of being... The tragedy of our life lies in our 
constant temptation to lose the focus of that longing and to desire something less than 
God... The longing itself becomes perverted, twisted into a self-serving drive for some-
thing that will satisfy the corrupted passions rather than nourish the hungry soul... Partial 
fulfillment does come in the form of gratifying personal relationships and accomplish-
ments. We find satisfaction and pleasure in family, friends and enjoyable activities, yet 
even there, the pleasure and sense of fulfillment are diminished by a terrible yearning. We are consumed by 
a burning desire for something more, something that touches our heart, something of ineffable beauty that 
creates in us a response of pure joy. 

 

ON THE THOUGHTS OF THE HEART  
Saint John of Kronstadt 

All my happiness and unhappiness are in the thoughts and desires of my heart.  If the 
thoughts of my heart are in accord with God’s truth, with the will of God, then I am at rest, 
filled with divine light, joy and blessedness; if not, I am uneasy, filled with spiritual darkness 
that corrupts the soul, with heaviness and despondency.  If I replace the false and ungodly 
thoughts of my heart by true and godly ones, then rest, blessedness and joy return. 

 


