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WISE MEN STILL SEEK CHRIST 
 

 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 17TH        
22nd Sunday of Pentecost 
8:40am 
9:00am 

Hours 
Div. Liturgy; Coffee Hour 
Orthodoxy 101 Class 

 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 20TH  
7:00pm Great Vespers w/ Litiya 
 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 21ST  
Entrance of the Virgin  
One of the Twelve Great Feasts 
8:40am 
9:00am 

Hours 
Div. Liturgy 

 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 23RD   
5:00pm 
6:00pm 

Bible Study 
Great Vespers 

 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 24TH        
23rd Sunday of Pentecost 
8:40am 
9:00am 

Hours 
Div. Liturgy; Coffee Hour 
Orthodoxy 101 Class 

  
 

 

 
Beguiling and deceptive is the life of the 
world, fruitless its labor, perilous its de-
light, poor its riches, delusive its honors, 
inconstant, insignificant; and woe to 
those who hope in its seeming goods: 
because of this many die without re-
pentance. Most blessed are those who 
depart from the world and its desires.  

Elder Nazarius  

    
  

A Warm Welcome! 
We warmly welcome all our visitors! It is good to have you with us! 

The Nativity Fast 
began Nov. 15th and ends at the Divine Liturgy on Christ-
mas, December 25th. Everyone should avail themselves 
of the Sacraments of Holy Confession and Communion, 

especially if our last Confession and/or Communion was at Pascha. 

The Entrance of the Theotokos – November 21st  
This feast commemorates how the Virgin Mary was given as a 
young child by her parents, Ss. Joakim and Anna, to the Tem-
ple, where she prepared herself for a calling beyond her wildest 
dreams – the honor of becoming the Birthgiver of God. Come celebrate! 

Newly-Departed: Constantina Kanaris 
Sympathy is expressed to Michael and Kenneth Cook on the 
repose of their mother, Constantina. May she dwell among the 
Righteous and may her memory be eternal! 

Turkeys for the Needy 
One of the best ways to give thanks is to share our blessings 
with others, we will have a collection to buy turkeys for 
needy families. Please earmark your check “Turkeys”. God bless you! 

Orthodoxy 101 Class – Resumes Today 
A 30-minute class will be offered during the end of coffee hour 
on Sundays, from November through January, which will cover 
the basics of Orthodox Christianity. All are invited to attend! 

Haven’t Seen Someone in a While? 
Give them a call. See how they are doing. Let them know that 
you not only miss them but also care enough to see if every-
thing is okay. A kind word can go a long way. 

Some Ways to Participate in Parish Life 
Stay for coffee hour, attend the Bible study or Orthodoxy 
101, talk to someone new, call someone you haven’t seen in 
a while, visit the sick/hospitalized, offer to car-pool, serve in 
the altar, sing in the choir, become a reader, assist as an usher 

or greeter, serve on the parish council, clean the chapel/fellowship hall 
each Sunday, prepare food for Sundays or special events, enroll your chil-
dren in church school, volunteer your talents, give of your time, share your 
financial resources, invest your life, and grow in Christ! 

Parishioners That Are Home Bound 
If you or a loved one are homebound and cannot make it to 
Church, Fr. John would be very pleased to visit you, and bring 
you the Holy Mysteries. Please be sure to schedule a visit. 
 

 
  

 
OPERATING EARMARKED ACCOUNTS READER SCHEDULE 

THRU 10/31 THIS  MONTH THIS  YEAR THRU 10/31 THIS  MONTH THIS  YEAR OPERATING 10,166 11/17 Gabriela Vlahovici-Jones 
INCOME 91,324 3,631 94,955 18,176 0 18,176 EARMARKED 13,680 11/24 Beth Dunbar 

EXPENSE 92,610 9,261 101,871 8,665 0 8,665 SAVINGS 12,000 12/1 Rdr. Nicholas Borodulia 
NET -1,286 -5,630 -6,916 +9,511 0 +9,511 BUILDING  5,000 12/8 Megan Wilkinson  

 



ENTRY INTO THE TEMPLE OF OUR MOST HOLY LADY MOTHER OF GOD AND EVER VIRGIN MARY 
Celebrated on the 21st Day of the Month November 

The Entry into the Temple of the Most Holy Mother 
of God happened, according to the preserved ac-
counts of Holy Tradition, in the following manner. 
The parents of the Virgin Mary, Righteous Joakim 
and Anna, in praying for a solution to their childless-
ness, gave a vow that if a child were born to them, 
they would dedicate it to the service of God. 

When the Most Holy Virgin reached three years of 
age, the holy parents decided to fulfill their vow. 
Having gathered together their kins-
folk and acquaintances, and having 
dressed the All-Pure Mary in Her fin-
est clothes, and with the singing of 
sacred songs and with lighted 
candles in their hands they car-
ried Her to the Jerusalem Temple. 
There the high-priest with a 
throng of priests met the 
maiden of God. In the Temple, 
the stairway led up fifteen high 
steps. The Child Mary, so it 
seemed, could not Herself make 
it up this stairway. But just as 
they placed Her on the first 
step, strengthened by the 
power of God, She quickly made 
it up over the remaining steps 
and ascended to the highest. 
Then the high-priest through 
an inspiration from above, led 
the Most Holy Virgin into the Holy of Holies, and 
herein of all people it was only the high-priest that 
entered one time a year with a purifying sacrifice of 
blood. Therefore all those present in the Temple 
were astonished at this most unusual occurrence. 

Righteous Joakim and Anna, having entrusted their 
Child to the will of the Heavenly Father, returned 
home. The Most Blessed Mary remained in the dom-
icile for girls, situated near the Temple. Round 
about the Temple, through the testimony of Holy 
Scripture (Exodus 38; 1 Kings 1: 28; Lk. 2: 37), and 
also the historian Josephus Flavius, there were 

many living quarters, in which dwelt those dedi-
cated to the service of God.  

The earthly life of the Most Holy Mother of God from 
the time of Her infancy to the time of Her ascent to 
Heaven is shrouded in deep mystery. Her life at the 
Jerusalem Temple was also a secret. "If anyone were 
to ask me, -- said Blessed Jerome, -- how the Most 
Holy Virgin spent the time of Her youth, -- I would 
answer: that is known to God Himself and the Arch-

angel Gabriel, Her constant guardian".  

But in the Church tradition there were 
preserved accounts, that during the 
time of the stay of the All-Pure Virgin 
at the Jerusalem Temple, She grew 
up in a community of pious virgins, 

read diligently the Holy Scripture, 
occupied Herself with handcrafts, 
prayed constantly and grew in 
love for God. In remembrance of 
the Entry of the Most Holy Mother 
of God into the Jerusalem Temple, 
Holy Church from ancient times 
established a solemn feastday. 
The decretals for the making of 
the feast in the first centuries of 

Christianity are found in the tradi-
tions of the Palestinian Chris-
tians, where mention is made 
that the holy Empress Helen 

built a church in honor of the En-
try into the Temple of the Most Holy Mother of God. 

In the IV Century there is mention of this feast by 
Sainted Gregory of Nyssa. In the VIII Century Saints 
Germanos and Tarasios, Constantinople Patriarchs, 
delivered sermons on the feastday of the Entry.  

The feast of the Entry into the Temple of the Most 
Holy Mother of God -- foretells the blessing of God 
for the human race, the preaching of salvation, the 
promise of the coming of Christ. 

Translation by Fr. Stephen Janos from the Moscow Pa-
triarchate texts, "Reference Book for Clergy-Servers" 

 
  



WHEN DID THE NATIVITY FAST ORIGINATE? 
We do not know precisely at what date the observance of the Nativity Fast (Advent) was introduced 
into the Church. Documents establish that, towards the end of the fourth century, the Nativity of Christ 
was celebrated by some on December 25th and by others on January 6th.  
The Council of Saragossa, in Spain, decided (in 380) that, from December 17th 
until Epiphany, no one could absent himself from services. In Gaul (modern 
day France), in the sixth century, a sort of Lent was observed from Novem-
ber 11th until Christmas. Advent was celebrated in Rome, under Pope St. 
Gregory the Great, towards the end of the sixth century.  
The Nativity Fast seems to have come into the practice of 
the Churches of the Byzantine rite a little later when 
in the ninth century the Greeks fasted from No-
vember 15th through Christmas. 
From “The Year of Grace of the Lord” by a Monk of the 
Eastern Church. 

 

DISPELLING CONFUSION ABOUT FASTING DURING THANKSGIVING 
By Fr. Sergei Sveshnikov, rector of the Holy New Martyrs of Russia in Mulino, Oregon 
I can see two approaches to resolving the conflict between fasting rules and a Thanksgiving turkey. 
First, in my opinion, there would be nothing wrong if diocesan authorities or even parish rectors chose 
to relax some fasting rules on this day, especially in those parishes which are composed of mostly Amer-
ican converts to Orthodoxy, who not only have many non-Orthodox family members, but have grown 
up with the tradition of celebrating Thanksgiving in a certain way.  Perhaps, a token morsel of turkey 
and a symbolic piece of pie with a heartfelt prayer to God, thanking Him for His boundless mercies to 
us, is a better witness to Orthodoxy than a senseless discussion among non-Orthodox family members 
of which foods are allowed and which are not.  A true fast is much more than food. An Orthodox Chris-
tian would do well abstaining from gossip, back-biting, and judging, as well as gluttony, drunkenness, 
and other sins and passions which may find for themselves fertile soil at the Thanksgiving table. 
Second, keeping a strict fast in America is rarely a problem at all.  There are many Americans who do 
not eat turkey, or pie, or mashed potatoes for any number of reasons--various health and weight-loss 
diets, vegetarian and vegan convictions, and others.  Most American families seem to have absolutely 
no problem with someone declining one dish in favor of another and having tofu instead of meat, salad 
instead of cake, or fruit instead of ice-cream. Nobody seems to get offended or upset, and Orthodox 
Christians should stop making belly-pleasing excuses for why they cannot keep the fast. 

One thing I would absolutely discourage is for 
people to individually decide whether they will 
keep the fast or relax it.  Our fasts are the com-
mon fasts of the whole Church; and we should 
fast as one body or feast as one body.  If our 
Christian family is keeping a strict fast, then we 
must also keep a strict fast, even if our biological 
family will not approve of this.  Of course, we 
must observe our fast with all gentleness, piety, 
and discretion, without flashy advertisements of 
our self-righteousness. 

 



TEACHING CHILDREN TO LOVE GOD 
By Abbot Tryphon 
Children learn love of God by the example of their parents 
Every Orthodox parent wants their children to grow up attending Sunday Liturgies and staying active 
in the life of the Church throughout their lives. Yet many parents don't demonstrate the importance of 
having a personal relationship with God in front of their children. If you do not make God important, 
neither will your child. 
Children observe their parents. They see hypocrisy and know when you are not following through with 
the teachings of the Church during the week. They hear when you take the Lord's 
name in vain. They notice when you reserve prayer to weekend service. They notice 
you only speaking of God on a Sunday morning. 
Making the sign of the cross, lighting candles and burning incense 
only on Sundays teaches your children to compartmentalize their 
own faith, and leaves them defenseless in a world filled with 
temptations and distractions from things that are of a spir-
itual nature. If you do not demonstrate the importance of 
prayer before your children, you will leave them defense-
less in a world that hates Christ. Your children need to pray 
with you, read the scriptures with you, be taught the faith 
by you. 
If you do not make your home a domestic church, your chil-
dren will be lost to Christ, and Orthodoxy will not be lived 
out beyond your own grave. If they do not see you living a 
committed life in Christ, they will turn from the faith, and 
Orthodoxy will not survive into the next generation. 

 

STRUGGLING WITH PRAYER 
By Abbot Tryphon 
When we find ourselves struggling with prayer, and feel that it has become dry and lifeless, we are 
sometimes tempted to stop praying. When our prayer has become a struggle, it is good to remember 
that God knows our needs, and even knows what we want to say when we don't seem to know. This is 

the time we need to just pray without worrying about it. When 
we find we can't keep our minds focused on the formal morning 
and evening prayers, as found in our prayer book, it is perfectly 
acceptable to simply light our lampada (hanging oil lamp), sit 
quietly before our icons, and let silence be our voice. 
God wants to enter into our heart, and requires only our permis-
sion and cooperation. This relationship does not require an emo-
tional response, for, like all relationships, we are not always open 
to an emotional response. Being real with God is far more im-
portant than being emotional, since emotions can be contrived 
and fleshly. As in all relationships, there are times when we do 
feel moved by emotions, but the lack of such feelings in no way 
represents a lack of love for God, because God cares for us, and 
God knows we love him, even when suffering in those dry times. 

 


