CHRIST THE SAVIOR - BERLIN, MD
GLORY TO GOD
FOR ALL THINGS!

Reflections

As | said, "Good-Bye" to my beloved Holy Spirit Church family in NJ, my beginning with retirement and in life's
journey was all "New": A New Home, a New State, and a New Church. "What characteristics of church
community am | looking for?" | asked myself.

Genuine warm welcome of the congregation and a visitor's observation of active integration of God's Grace
within the Liturgy, the people, and the clergy.

At the time Christ the Savior "Mission" Church was a makeshift Church within an office complex in
Dagsboro, De. What initially impressed us most was, the peace, love, and joy of the Divine Liturgy and the
Congregation's participation, young and old! My touching decisive moment to become a CTS parishioner
occurred with the loving gesture of a young child towards me.

During our first Liturgy, | was cold since | didn't have a warm coat. Young Elizabeth Parsells (5 -6 years old)
observed that | was shivering. Without hesitation to a stranger and with loving courage, Ella said, "My coat
will keep you warm". Her tiny hands loving presented her coat to me. My heart burst with overwhelming
gratitude for her unexpected act of kindness! | thought, "This Act is a reflection of her parents, Fr John and
Matushka Emily Parsells, who taught their children well and a lesson well received!" And so it continues......

Christ the Savior Church, by the Grace of God, is constantly growing and since 2010, is my forever
parish! Glory be to God! Glory Forever!

Joanne Patrick



I had been coming to Ocean City on vacation since the mid 1980’s, and had occasionally visited St. George’s
Greek Church in Ocean City in the 90’s, as | had become interested in Orthodoxy. | was excited to find Christ the
Savior in the early 2000’s, as | do not know much Greek, and CTS services were in English. | talked for quite a
while with Monk Christian on my first visit.

I began coming every time | visited OC, when the church was in Fenwick Island. One time | showed up for
Vespers, and as | walked in the door, Fr. Dan was taking off some of his vestments. | hesitated, but Mat. Dunia
waved me in, and Fr. Dan revested and served for his wife and I. No one else came. It was awkward, but they
made me feel at home, even though | was just a visitor, still not Orthodox.

Another time when the church had moved to Dagsville, my Orthodox friend George and | showed up a little
early for a service, and Fr. John came up to us and asked if we would help out serving at the Altar. My friend
George declined, and | explained to him that | was not even Orthodox. He apologized, having presumed we
were both Orthodox. After | was charismated in 2008, Fr John asked me to help out at the altar almost every
time | showed up. | considered it quite an honor, and | enjoyed serving with Fr. and all of the altar servers.

I loved visiting the parish, and would still be doing so if we had not moved to Florida in 2017.
Berlin is a long way from Florida!

P.S. I am now the Choir Director at Holy Cross Antiochian Orthodox Church in Ormond Beach. Come visit us
sometime!

Ted Droppa

Henry and | visited Christ The Savior Church in early 2024. We felt at home right away, the choir was so
beautiful and reminded us of our church in Connecticut. When we moved the family here, it was a huge
transition and somewhat challenging but with time and participation, the warmth of the parish welcomed us
with open arms. We have now been here almost a year and really enjoy being a part of the “family”. Happy
25th!!l

Janis & Henry Romanovsky

I was raised Roman Catholic; my husband Denny (+ 1-25-2019) was Protestant; both with a good dose of
secularism. We pursued various Protestant and 12 Step theologies until January 2018 when we looked into
Orthodoxy online, mostly through Ancient Faith Ministries. We went to our first Liturgy at CTS 9-9-2018.

Then Denny'’s diabetes of 47 years accelerated and he was mostly in hospital/rehab for the next 4 months. Fr.
John visited often, saying he wouldn’t stay long as Denny was ill. The three of us would talk for a good while!
We both became catechumens just before he died.



His funeral was at CTS and | was overwhelmed by the kindness of the church community who served. Pretty
sure of Deacon Steve and Nissa Nancy Hall; wish | knew the others as I’'m so happy to know them now!

My Chrismation was 12-24-2019. | have no need to further my search except to continue the struggle in
Orthodoxy. My hope for CTS is to grow yet stay small enough to remain a family. Oh, and a dome!

With love in Christ,

Marian E. Ridge

Denise, Alan, Debbie and Alex Royal attended the first Sunday Liturgy in Fenwick Island. We always enjoyed
the gracious hospitality of Fr. Dan and Mat. Dunia. We were glad when Fr. John and family arrived. It has
been a pleasure watching the parish grow. We appreciated the compassionate ministering from Fr. John and
Dr. Nick B. to our friend Dan Hinsche during his unexpected illness and passing. We were grateful for prayers
offered to Denise’s brother Dan Winsky at his untimely passing. Memory Eternal for the Daniels. Over the
past 15 years, we have been thankful for your prayerful support for Denise facing incurable Multiple Myeloma
cancer. May God Bless CTS parish.

Denise and Alan Royal

After the passing of my husband, Dwight Keller, in 2011, | felt led to move to the Eastern Shore. In searching for
a new home, | specifically looked for one near an Orthodox church and was blessed to discover Christ the Savior
in Dagsboro, DE. | purchased a home just 15 minutes away, never imagining that the parish would later
relocate to Berlin, MD. Though it meant a longer drive, my love for the Orthodox faith never wavered. By God'’s
grace, | eventually found a new home—this time only 8 minutes from the church—with my new husband, Joe
Dunbar, who embraced Holy Orthodoxy after our marriage.

I’'ve now been a member of CTS for 13 years. Five of my grandchildren have been baptized here, and they feel
right at home whenever they visit. Watching our parish grow and thrive over the years has been a true
blessing. We are deeply thankful to God for His grace and mercy, and for Fr. John, Matushka Emily, and their
family who serve our community with such love and faithfulness.

We hope that the love we show to one another and to every visitor will inspire others to come and see—and
that Christ the Savior Orthodox Church in Berlin, MD, will continue to grow and bring many to the one true
faith.

Beth & Joe Dunbar

The 2023 initial impression was ‘What a great place to be a kid - you get to sit on the floor, and go first’! First
liturgy was a seismic shift! | felt like the apostle ikons were looking straight into my soul. The sermon was
timely ‘Al, machine learning and spirituality’.



My past churches were roman catholic school and episcopalian most decades. As | learn our ancient
orthodoxy here, it seems more exciting - to be experienced, not just to be listened to and thought about. |
read how the Christian church has always had schisms and heresies, conflicts and persecutions. It seems
orthodoxy solves them better. | am liking the new peaceful feeling of being planted in this church family for
my ‘declining years’ of hope of getting closer to God.

Adrienne Slate

We are deeply honored to reflect on the 25-year journey of Christ the Savior Church — a community
that has shaped and sustained our family’s faith in so many beautiful ways.

Our family’s connection to the Delmarva region began in 1986, when Protodeacon Mark (before
ordination) began visiting the area for summer vacations and attended services at St. George
Orthodox Church in Ocean City, Maryland. After marrying Kelly in 1996, they continued to worship
together there whenever visiting family nearby.

When Christ the Savior mission was established in 2000, we were blessed to begin attending
services in the original building on the Coastal Highway (Route 1), with Protopresbyter Daniel Hubiak
serving as rector, faithfully supported by his wife, Matushka Dunia. “Do not despise the day of small
beginnings” (Zechariah 4:10)--from those early days, we witnessed the faith and labor that allowed
the parish to grow and flourish. And yes, those humble beginnings came with a touch of liturgical
adventure—like needing a bit of discretion when escorting our children to the restroom, which was
located behind the altar. Let’s just say we learned to tread reverently and quickly!

Over the years, our family has returned to the Delmarva area again and again—not only for rest, but
for the fellowship, warmth and Christ-centered love that defines this community through the living
example of Archpriest John and Mka. Emily. Our three children have felt that same welcome
throughout their lives, and today, our brother Archpriest Joseph, together with his beloved wife,
Matushka Annice (of blessed memory, who was a devoted member of the parish before her repose),
our son Samuel, and our niece/nephew Alexis and Justin (and their children) have continued that
Joyful connection as members of the parish. “One generation shall commend your works to another,
and shall declare your mighty acts” (Psalm 145:4).

We offer our heartfelt congratulations on this anniversary. May Christ the Savior Church continue to
thrive, spreading the light of the Gospel throughout the Delmarva Peninsula and beyond.

May God grant you many years!
With love in Christ,

Protodeacon Mark and Matushka Kelly Elizabeth Oleynik
State College, PA




| first discovered Christ the Savior Orthodox Church in 2015, about a year after | moved to Millsboro,
Delaware. Although | attended the Roman Catholic Church at the time, | was still exploring other
churches in the region. Recalling that many friends in the DC area had moved to the Orthodox
Church after Vatican Il, | noticed an ad for Christ the Savior in a coastal Delaware newspaper. After
attending Vespers, | was walking one day in Plantation Lakes and passed an older couple who were
strolling arm in arm and leaning into one another in a particularly charming way. They looked familiar,
and we exchanged a simultaneous double take after we passed in the street. This was my
introduction to Deacon Steve and Nissa Nancy Hall, neighbors just a few homes away on Magnolia
Circle. After that meeting, Deacon and Nissa routinely invited me in for coffee and were wonderfully
clear in their explanations of Orthodox traditions.

On the Sunday | attended my first Liturgy, Fr. John announced that the Church account was unable to
meet some unexpected expenses and made an appeal to the congregation to make an additional
donation. | found it rather surprising and impressive to see so many parishioners immediately
respond and write checks to cover the shortfall. Soon after, | applied to become a catechumen since
Christ the Savior had truly demonstrated how a Church community should unite and respond to
requests for support and how it warmly welcomed seekers and newcomers to the Faith.

In Christ,
Margaret Juliana

I joined in 2011 on Palm Sunday. My family moved into Ocean Pines around 2009 and we were
visiting different Catholic churches around the area and they weren't quite the right one. My dad then
found a little church called Christ the Savior in Dagsboro and it felt just right and we've stayed since.
Everyone was so nice and welcoming and was like family.

I'll never forget when my family saw the new/current church for the very first time. | was absolutely
amazed and how it was such a bigger upgrade.

| remember it was the midnight service and my brother Maks was so tired and he fell asleep faced
down on the rug. It was so cute and funny.

I love all the BBQ's we have during the summer, | also love to watch the kids do the cross dive.

Maleah Morsey



